English 5740: Grammar in Teaching Writing
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1215 Wood

Texts

Required Books
Hausseman, Brock et al. Grammar Alive: A Guide for

Teachers (23.95/17.95- NCTE)

Schuster, Edgar. Breaking the Rules: Liberating Writers
through Innovative Grammar Instruction
(25.00 at Amazon)

English Journal: 92:3, (January 2003)
QRevitalizing GrammarO(12.50/6.00 BNCTE)

) Note: If you join NCTE as a student member ($20.00:
Noden, Harry. Image Grammar: Using http://www.ncte.orglstore/membership/new/ 10949 I.htm),
Grammatical Structures to Teach Writing and order online at http://www.ncte.org, you will save about
(22.50 at Amazon) $12.50 on your book purchases.
A $5.00 copy card from the WMU Bookstore Texts are also available at the WMU Bookstore.
Choice Books

You will read ONE of these as part of a book-group of no more than 5 people). All are available at
Amazon.com;most can be found at our local bookstores.

Truss, Lynne. Eats, Shoots, & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation

Lederer, Richard. Anguished English

Gordon, Karen Elizabeth. The Deluxe Transitive Vampire

King, Stephen. On Writing

Mulroy, David. The War Against Grammar

Bacon, Dennis. Guide to Home Language Repair

Willams, Robin. The Non-DesignersCDesign Book

Cazort, Douglas. Under the Grammar Hammer

Resour ces
Y ou should also have agood grammar resource book; some possibilities include:
Painless Grammar (Elliot)
Rules for Writers (Hacker)
A Writer@ Reference (Hacker)
These and others will work -- just make sure you have a good resource that will quickly and easily
show you various grammatical elements, issues, and errors.

Course Description

Y ou will leave this course with an understanding of the theories, ideas, and classroom practices that drive
the teaching of grammar in elementary, middle, and high school classrooms. | expect all students to be
aware of general concepts in teaching writing aready. In this course, we will focus our attention on issues
of grammar as they are seen within the context of teaching writing. We will spend time reading, discussing,
and practicing the teaching of grammar within the context of teaching writing. It is designed in accordance
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with the NCTE English Language Arts GBtandards in Practice(Series and the Michigan Department of
Education@ Standards for English Language Arts.

The readings and discussion for course will be essentially in three parts. For thefirst three weeks, we will
focus on underlying ideas that support ®est practicesOin teaching grammar. The second part of the course
will focus on key issues in teaching grammar and way's to successfully overcome those issues. The final
part of the course will involve practices and examples of waysto integrate grammatical conceptsinto a
classroom.

Your task in this course isto

¥ Challenge your notions of teaching writing and focus your professional efforts specifically on teaching
grammar

¥ learn and try out new techniquesfor teaching grammar in various contexts

¥ learn the ins-and-outs of grammatical issues as they are seen in student writing and way's to teach
students about those issues

An important note: This course is about teaching grammar P not the actual study of grammar (although you
will learn alot about grammar in the process). Our focus will be on how you can translate these issues to
your students Bnot just close study of grammatical concepts and theories.

Attendance
Thisis aprofessiona course Byou are expected to act as professionals and attend all class
meetings. Missing a class meeting will put you far behind in the course. Y ou will spend most of
the class in response groups or work teams with peers and the absence of one member can make
progress on projects difficult. Y ou will have something due every class period.

If you miss more than two classes during the semester, | reserve theright to lower your final grade
by one letter. More than four absences will result in a failing grade.

Course Schedule
In our first two meetings, we will focus on the general issues that guide the teaching of grammar.
At the third meeting, | will give you a schedule that will take you through the rest of the course,
including due dates of major projects, teaching demonstrations, and other key events for the class.

Daily Schedule
With the exception of our first two meetings, the course meetings will follow the following general
format:
4:00 DMeeting with next week@ @rammar RX Oteachers
4:30 BGeneral class meeting begins
4:30 BGrammar RX teaching demonstrations (see below for explanation)
5:00 BDiscussion of week( readings and class activities
6:00 Blmage Grammar teaching demonstrations (see below)
6:45 Dclass ends
6:45-7:15 Dmeeting with next week@ |mage Grammar teaching group

Grading
The course will consist of 1000 points.
A= 950-1000 C/D=750-799 Note: Failure to turn in amajor project (any listed
B/A=900-949 D= 700-749 below) will automatically result in an F grade for
B= 850-899 D/F= 650-699 the course.
B/C=800-849 F= below 650

Technology

Many of the projects in this course will utilize basic technologies such as web-publishing, online
collaboration, and presentation and word-processing. We have a course server that has materials
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on it. Everyonewill have assigned computers. Y oule responsible for the use of that computer
during classtime.

Overview of Major Assignments

Weekly Writing: 5 Big Ideas (10%)
Each week at the beginning of class, you will turnin a ® Big |deasOsynthesis of interesting
points, ideas, issues, or quotes from the week@ whole-class reading (this doesn@dinclude your
@hoice booksd. These responses will become the basis/prewriting for your final academic
project/paper.

Opening Project (10%)

A Encyclopedic article that describes a professional and well-researched view of the definition of the
term @rammarO from your own perspective as a teacher of writing, reading, and literacy. This writing
will be the culmination of the first set of readings and will focus on our initial @verview readings. In
this article, you will:

¥ Define Grammar

¥ Define Teaching Grammar

¥ Defineonekey issue (I give these out)

Project 2: Professional Activities (45%)

Image Grammar Lesson: (10%) Each week, asmall group of students will lead us through a
lesson from Harry Noden( Image Grammar book.

Grammar RX Lesson (10%): Each week, we will begin class with a short lesson on one of the
primary grammatical issues that tend to surface in student work. One person in each small
@rammar RX Ggroup will lead alesson and develop a handout for his/her group. Everyonein the
class can expect to lead at least one lesson for his/her small group.

Grammar RX Notebook (5%): Each week, asyou receive materials regarding various @rammar
RXQissues, you should archive them in an organized binder. Y ou get credit for maintaining this
resource.

Response to Student Paper (20%): At the end of this section of the course, you will be given a
draft version of atypical student paper. Using your skills as a teacher and a grammarian, you will
diagnose various problems and write a note or a conference plan on how you can explain these
issues to the student.

A Note: Although this section of the course is treated as a single project, your grade will build as
the project goes on, depending on when your Image Grammar and Grammar RX teaching
demonstrations are scheduled.

Project 3: Book Review/Presentation (10%)

Youdl bein small groups to discuss your Gzhoice(:)oook throughout the semester. The result will
be an roundtable review of the text from teachersQperspectives.

Project 3: Final Academic Project (25%)

An article for inclusion in our class anthology/edited collection (4-6 pages, single-spaced); written
for other teachers. The issues you discuss in your weekly writings should serve as a starting point
for this article.
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