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I learned a lot from the second round of presentations on history/herstory.  It was brought to my attention through both my WMS 330 and ED 407 classes that history is male favored and I have learned numerous ways to correct that within the classroom.  I always knew that textbooks left out women and minorities, but these classes and presentations really brought it to my attention.  I saw how these textbooks and history lessons that have been accepted and are used in classrooms are really gender biased against females.  They talk about females, but only a small portion is related to woman.  When I think back to my schooling, I only remember talking about a few women in history.  Some of my teachers were better at having us study woman as well as men then others.  Some teachers just followed the textbook, which in return taught us about men only.  When the woman were mentioned, not much was said except that they stood by their husbands, who were the powerful ones.  I do remember doing some research projects where we had to choose a famous female to study.  This I found to be very beneficial.

Through these presentations, I was able to see that there are numerous ways to incorporate woman into the study of history even though the textbooks don’t.  My favorite ideas from the presentations were studying the Disney movies, making family trees of the women in our families, and studying famous females.  I think it a good idea that students study a famous female from history.  They would then begin to see the roles women played in making the world what it is today. 

I would definitely use some of these activities in my future classroom.  Some other ideas of things to study that involve woman would be Title 1X, textbook biases, wage gaps between men and woman, interviewing an older woman.  If the textbook and the materials you are given as a teacher will not help you teach about woman, then it is up to you to bring the activities to the classroom.  Teachers can plan these activities or make up their own in which the students are studying woman or issues with woman involved in them.  

Not only do we as teachers have the responsibility to teach students about woman, but also about minorities.  Textbooks often leave them out too.  There are numerous activities that can be used to incorporate them in the learning of the classroom.  The activities are similar to those of the ones regarding woman.  All you have to do is change the people being studied.  I think that it is very beneficial to students to study men, woman, and minorities.  So as a future teacher, I plan to use these activities to make sure that they learn about everyone, and not just the white males in history.

