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Child Observation: Northglade Head Start

Indya: 3 years old (birthday was on 9/4)

9/8/05- Sorting Bears Activity (5 minutes)


Indya sat down at a table next to Ms. Shavonne to do an activity.  There was a purple tray with sections on the table and in each section was a bear of a certain color.  Ms. Shavonne handed a bear to Indya and asked her to put it in the correct container.  The first bear was red, and Indya put it in the red bear container.  The second was a blue bear, and it got put in the orange divider.  The third bear was yellow and it got put in the orange container.  Ms. Shavonne asked her if that was where it went and Indya nodded.  Then she put the green bear in the yellow container.  She wasn’t looking at the containers, but just putting in one while looking at Ms. Shavonne.  Ms Shavonne asked her if that was a green bear and Indya nodded yes.  So Ms. Shavonne started over again and showed her that there were different containers for each color.  After that, she got all the colors right.  Orange got put with orange, blue with blue, yellow with yellow, and red with red.  The more bears she put in each container the faster she sorted.  She was able to tell Ms. Shavonne what the colors of the bears were as well.  

Next Ms. Shavonne lined up a big bear, medium bear, and a small bear.  She asked Indya which one was the bigger bear and which was the smaller bear.  She pointed at the correct answer every time.  Indya was very quiet in her responses but with a little clarification she was correct in her responses.

9/8/05 Music Time (10 minutes)


Indya began music time by crawling around the run until Mrs. Kelly instructed the children to sit on the green circle.  She sat down and followed directions.  When the class was singing a song, Indya listened and watched, but did not sing along.  She held the music sticks as well, but didn’t hit them together with her classmates.  She just kept quiet.  


When the class stood up to dance, she stood up as well, but she watched her friends dance and didn’t participate.  One of her classmates tried to dance with her.  She held her hands, but when Indya still didn’t move, her friend moved over to dance by herself.  Ms. Shavonne took her hands and danced with her, moving her arms with the music.  When the song finished, she followed Ms. Shavonne to the other side of the circle.  For the “frog song” Indya took a pink frog and held it.  She was laughing along with her friends, but did not throw it in the air.  She held it close to her.

9/9/05 Morning Calendar (7 minutes)


She began the morning calendar time by sitting next to her mom on the circle.  She held her neighbor’s hand when Mrs. Kelly asked the children to hold the hands of the friends sitting next to them.  Indya watched and listened, but did not make “glasses” with her hands when asked to.  When Mrs. Kelly called her name for attendance, she got up and walked to her magnet and moved it from the “home” side to the “school” side like she was supposed to.  She needed help finding her name though.  She then sat back down next to her mom.  She stayed quiet and didn’t answer when asked a question.  She watched her friends wash their hands and then when she heard her name she stood up from the circle and walked over to the sink.
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Child Observation: Northglade Head Start

Andre- 4 years old
9-8-05 Playing with Cars (10 minutes)


When Andre started crying Ms. Shavonne asked him what was wrong and he told her that Aaliyah was touching his mom.  Ms. Shavonne asked him if he could share his mom and he said no.  When she asked him why he said because I don’t know how yet.  Andre is an only child.  She asked again if the other children could play with his mom and he still said no.  He then pushed Aaliyah away from his mom and clung to her.  He screamed that the girl in the pink shirt touched his mom.  Ms Shavonne told him it was ok and that his mom came to class to play with everyone.  He responded that he didn’t want them to play with her.  He asked his mom to go to the computer with him, which is on the other side of the room.  He tried to get her to move, but she didn’t.  He began stomping his feet and crying.  He wouldn’t look at Ms. Shavonne when she was talking to him.  She tried to tell him that they did this last year when his mom came to help in the classroom.  He told her that he wanted her to play with him only.  The he walked back over to his mom who was playing cars with another child and clung to her.  

9-8-05 Music (10 minutes)


Andre sat next to his mom on the green circle.  He started out by being upset that his friends wanted to sit by his mom.  Then he decided to sing and do the motions that the teacher and other students were doing.  When music sticks were passed out, he took two and hit them together at the right time.  However, he kept talking out of turn.  Ms Shavonne had to ask him to be quiet a few times.  When he was putting the sticks away, he hit someone by accident.  Ms. Shavonne then put on the song that they dance to, and Andre wouldn’t stand up, until Ms. Shavonne got him up and danced with him.  When Mrs. Kelly walked into the room he stopped dancing and started yelling, “Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Kelly,” while telling her what had gone wrong.  Ms. Shavonne then passed out the music frogs, and Andre began crying when couldn’t get a pink one.  He took a red one instead, and Ms Shavonne thanked him for switching colors.  However, he wouldn’t stand up and kept crying.

9/9/05 Morning Calendar (7 minutes)


Andre sat down on the green circle and was shaking his friends roughly when he wasn’t supposed to be.  Mrs. Kelly asked him to come sit by her. He moved and then followed the directions to make “glasses” with his hands.  He remained on the floor till his name was called.  He kept asking when it was his turn.  When his name got called he got up and walked up to the desk and moved his name from the “home” side to the “school” side.  He returned to the floor but not to his spot.  He had to be moved back by Mrs. Kelly.  He helped by counting the number of the days out loud with Mrs. Kelly.  He answered the weather question too.  Then he got a little distracted and began talking and playing with his neighbors.  Once he stopped he started bouncing his legs on the ground, so Mrs.Kelly had to ask him to be quiet.
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Child Observation: Northglade Head Start

Trayon- 4 years old

9-8-05 Sorting Bears Activity (5 minutes)


Trayon sat down with Ms Shavonne to do the activity.  A purple tray that had sections was on the table.  In each section, was a bear of a certain color.  Ms. Shavonne held up a bear and asked him what color it was and where it went.  He answered the correct color, and then put it in the correct spot.  There were bigger bears in the container and Trayon actually said that those were the momma bears and that the ones he was putting in were the babies.  He said, “This is the yellow bear’s baby.”  Then when he came upon a light blue bear, he said that this was a different color then the dark blue bears.  He started another pile.  


When Ms. Shavonne lined up the three different bears of different sizes, she asked him which one was the biggest.  He pointed to the bigger one.  He also got the smaller bear and middle bear right.  She then put  two bears out and asked him again.  He still got it right.
9-8-05 Music (10 minutes)


He sat on the green circle in a “criss-cross applesauce” position.  He said the words and did the hand motions as well.  When music sticks were passed out, he hit them together at the right time and followed Mrs. Kelly and what she did.  He did a good job following directions.  Then when the dancing song came on, he stood up with his friends and was dancing.  He jumped up and down and then held a friend's hands and they jumped together.  He was smiling and then his mom came into the classroom.  He ran over and gave her a hug.  She sat down, so he sat in her lap, but still listened.  He took a blue frog for the “frog song.”  When it was time to throw the frogs, he threw his.  When the song was over he and Imani “played frogs” with their frogs.

9/9/05 “At Northglade Head Start I like to…” (5 minutes)


He sat down with Mrs. Kelly at the table. She read him what the paper said.  He was to tell her what he liked to do at school.  He whispered that he like to color.  She wrote that on the paper and then asked him to draw a picture on the paper.  He scribbled a grey line.  Then she asked what that was a picture of.  He pointed to the paper and said “that” and then pointed to the computer.  She asked him which he liked to do more, color or play on the computer.  He said play computer.  So, Mrs. Kelly pulled out another piece of paper and started over.  She wrote computer and asked him to draw a picture of a computer.  He took a pink crayon and scribbled a line around all the writing on the page.  She asked him if he was all done and he scribbled another line and then said yes.  She told me that she figured he was looking at the crayons on the table when he answered the first time, so she stared all over.
