Amanda Hronek
September 25, 2003

DODD

GARDNER PAPER

INTRODUCTION

In this paper I plan to inform you of the eight subjects that I have interviewed according to Howard Gardener’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences. While interviewing eight different subjects, ranging from ages fifteen to twenty, I found six diverse intelligences among them. On a one-on-one basis I asked the interviewee’s a series of five questions that pertained to them and recorded their responses. In some subjects I found that they had more than one type of intelligence. For these interviewee’s I asked them to pick one in which they would like to discuss.
METHODOLOGY 

First, I started by re-reading my information about Gardner’s Theory before going through the interview process. I wanted to make sure that I fully understood the assignment and the criteria involved. Then, I thought about who I wanted to interview. For example, there are numerous categories you can place people: age, sex, height, social status, and many more. I decided the most interesting paper would have to come from a variety of subjects. Therefore, I interviewed eight people that I know personally but, where of different ages, sexes, and socioeconomic status. 

After I decided who I was going to interview, I made up a series of five questions that I felt would pertain to every individual that I interviewed. At first, it was challenging for me to come up with the questions for this interview. I wasn’t sure about how to go about asking them. Then, I gave myself a practice interview in which I played two roles: the interviewer and the interviewee. When I did this the question just sort of “rolled off my tongue.”
 The next step in my process was to locate my subjects and prepare to ask them my questions. Before I began the interview with each individual I made sure that it took place on a one-on-one basis so that the interviewee would not be influenced in anyway to change their answers or respond in a certain way. I described all seven of Howard Gardener’s Multiple Intelligences to the subjects prior to the interview: Linguistic (verbal), Rhythmic (musical), Logical (mathematical), Spatial (visual), Kinesthetic (bodily), Intrapersonal (personal behavior), and Interpersonal (others’ behavior). Then, I asked if they knew which type of intelligence they had. Some subjects answered, “no” some said, “yes” and others replied, “I have more than one.” For those that answered, “no” I gave them a short quiz similar to The Rogers Indicator of Multiple Intelligences to find their type of intelligence. The subjects that thought that they had more than one type of intelligence, I asked them if they would only describe one to me for purposed of the interview/questions.
PROFILES

The first subject that I chose to interview was my sixteen year old sister, Rebecca. She came to visit for the weekend and I thought it would be a perfect opportunity to interview her for my paper. I described the intelligences to her and she wasn’t quite certain which type she was. So I gave her a brief quiz so that we could get a greater sense of her personality and character. We found out that she has an Interpersonal intelligence. Rebecca and I agreed that she fit the description perfectly. So I asked her five questions about her interpersonal abilities. I discovered that she came from an interpersonal family and that she had just recently become very interpersonal herself. In the past she has always been very shy. She told me in our interview that, “I always knew I got along well with others…I try to understand others’ feelings, it makes me feel like I am a better person.” Rebecca plans on using her ability of interpersonal relationships by working in a job that helps other people.

Rebecca is a great example of an Interpersonal Intelligence. She notices differences among others and is willing to help when they are in need. Not only is she observant but, she realizes that she can be a source of support for those that need her. She stated in her interview, “I have helped many people get through hard times.” Being her sister I can agree with her statement. There have been countless times when she has consoled me with open arms. Some people have to work at obtaining their intelligences. However, to others, like my sister it comes naturally.

My next interviewee is my sister’s friend Stacy. She came along with my sister a few weekends ago for the visit. Stacy is fifteen years old and goes to school with Rebecca. After interviewing my sister, I interviewed Stacy. Like Rebecca she had no clue what kind of intelligence category she feel under, so also gave her the quick quiz. She scored in the area of Kinesthetic Intelligence. I asked her the same exact questions that I asked my sister. I found out that Stacy never knew she had a Kinesthetic Intelligence however; it made sense to her that she did. She told me that she came from a family of Kinesthetic Intelligences. Her father coaches little league, her brothers are active in sports, and her mother keeps up on her exercise. Stacy, along with her family is very active in athletics. She was/is involved in, “tennis, dance, basketball, and tee-ball.” Although she has no future plans to use her Kinesthetic Intelligence, she continues to keep dynamic in her activities.

Stacy falls under the Kinesthetic Intelligence because she readily uses her body to accomplish tasks. She is well coordinated and can often express herself using her body. Like other Kinesthetic Intelligences, Stacy is involved in multiple physical activities to keep her busy. By looking at Stacy you can tell that she takes good care of her body and cares about her physical appearance. In the morning she often referred to herself as, “looking bad.” This is a distinctive clue that she is readily aware of her appearance and notices when she is at her best. I discovered that Stacy’s attentiveness to physical looks caused her be conscious about the foods she ate. This may be in response to having a Kinesthetic Intelligence and caring much about the body. 

Third, I interviewed my boyfriend, Zach who is twenty (a year older than me). Being an Education major Zach knew exactly what kind of intelligence he was according to Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences. Therefore, I didn’t have to give him a quiz and we could get straight to the interview. He confirmed to me that he falls under the category of Intrapersonal Intelligence. During the interview I learned that Zach has “always been confident” with himself and likes the person he is. Like all of the other subjects I interviewed thus far, Zach also comes from a family of the same intelligence; in this case it is Intrapersonal Intelligence. He found out more about his belonging to Intrapersonal Intelligence when he was in late elementary school. I asked him if he planned on using his Intrapersonal Intelligence in the future and he replied, “Yes, I think it’s a good thing…I am happy with myself and I enjoy figuring out my own problems.” 

Zach’s interview was a very exact bull’s-eye of an Intrapersonal Intelligence. He fulfilled every quality that I could find in someone with an Intrapersonal Intelligence. This is someone who understands himself well and is not afraid to admit it. He is good at showing emotion and can readily express his feelings. I wanted to know if he had used Intrapersonal Intelligence in any distinctive way in the past and his reply was, “By being a leader I am always trying to do the right thing.” I could tell by the way that Zach expressed himself and by his choice of wording that he is a very confident individual. I think that confidence comes from knowing yourself well and being able to apply that knowledge into your daily proceedings. Many of the characteristics that Zach’s shows in actions, words, and facial expressions can definitely classify him as having an Intrapersonal Intelligence.

My roommate Colleen was the next interviewee. She is the same age as I am, nineteen. I thought Colleen would be interesting to interview. She is the type that always thinks she’s right. My roommates and I tend to pick on her because she won’t give up until she has proven herself right. Colleen had no idea what kind of intelligence she has. So I gave her the quiz based on Rogers Indicator of Multiple Intelligences. She scored under the Spatial Intelligence category. This did not surprise me or Colleen because she is often the person who everyone calls for driving directions. Colleen is also very talented in interior decorating. Spatial Intelligence runs in her family. Colleen’s dad is a contractor and her mom is an elementary teacher, both professions use many characteristics of Spatial Intelligence. I asked Colleen at what age was it that she discovered that she had somewhat of a Spatial Intelligence. Her answer was, “I’ve always had a vivid imagination, even at a very young age….I am a visual learning.” She plans on using her abilities to visualize ideas, strategies, procedures, and assortments in the future as a marketing consultant.

Colleen like many other people of Spatial Intelligence will use her capabilities to organize their thoughts beforehand. She usually will plan out the previous day’s events thoroughly in her head. She told me that she has always been good at giving directions and arranging. I think that something like Spatial Intelligence is something that you are born with. It is a skill that takes much practice and integrity to accomplish. Because Colleen is a visual learning she must be able to see the pictures/words/diagrams in her mind to be able to recall them. I believe Colleen is a perfect example of someone with a Spatial Intelligence.


The next person who I interviewed is a friend of Colleen. Her name is Vikki. I’ve met Vikki on a few occasions. She was over one night and I thought it would be interesting to know what kind answers she would give me during the interview. Before I even asked her any questions I already knew what kind of Intelligence she had-Mathematical. Vikki is a wiz at any mathematical problems known to man, well not really, but is has superior mathematical skills. All of my roommates go to her for help with their math homework. When interviewing Vikki on her Mathematical Intelligence she was very enthusiastic to answer my questions. She told me that she had “always been talented in math.” Vikki discovered her intelligence in early elementary school. Her father is an accountant and her mother is a seasonal bank teller. The majority of her family is also very gifted in the mathematics field. 

People with the Mathematics Intelligence usually practice their skills quite frequently. For example, Vikki tutors for free and works with her dad during the summer. Mathematics Intelligence deals with finding problems, solving them, rearranging them, and putting them back together again. Subjects with this type of intelligence enjoy working with numbers are relating them to everyday tactics. Mathematics Intelligence is something that I have worked at for so long. However, not everybody has to work at it. It comes relatively easy for some.

I interviewed another one of my roommates, Emily. After describing all of Howard Gardner’s Theories of Multiple Intelligences Emily told me that she has a Kinesthetic Intelligence. She never thought that she would have been considered into this intelligence category until I described the intelligences to her. Emily’s parents are both very Kinesthetic. They played college sports and encouraged their children to be very athletic. Emily told me that she used her Kinesthetic Intelligence in the past to play “basketball, baseball, volleyball, soccer, tennis, and skiing.” Keeping up with an immense history of athletics, Emily plans on staying in shape by exercising. I asked her at what age did she discover she had some type of Kinesthetic Intelligence, she told me, “at age three I learned to ski.”

The more I think about it Emily is a great illustration of a person with a Kinesthetic Intelligence. She has great knack for dancing and bodily movements. Emily is very animated and vivacious. Her steadiness and balance is faultless. The way she walks is very suave. I have never seen Emily fall, trip, or slip. Many people wish that they were as talented as Emily. Her movements are exceptionally blissful. I have some friends that take classes to learn how to be more coordinated with their movements. Being able to tackle so many feats is an awesome gift of Kinesthetic Intelligence.


Caitlin was fully aware of what kind of Multiple Intelligence she was categorized as. She is one more of my roommates that I interviewed. Caitlin is also an education major and knew right away what Howard Gardener’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences was. She was proud to state that she fell under Interpersonal Intelligence. I was glad that Caitlin knew already about Interpersonal Intelligence because she gave me a lot of feedback during her interview. Caitlin told me that she was “always very talkative and got along well with others.” If you knew Caitlin you would agree. She is very funny and could hold a conversation with a tree if you asked her to. Her parents are also very interpersonal. For example her mom was involved in the Theatre when she was alive and her father is still active in the United States Air Force. Caitlin feels that she will use her Interpersonal Intelligence when she becomes a teacher. Good communication skills are necessary for that kind of profession. During the interview Caitlin told me that she learned of her Interpersonal Intelligence during late elementary school. 

People with Interpersonal Intelligence often find jobs that they can excel in by using their skillfulness. Caitlin, for example plans on using her Interpersonal Intelligence in future by “becoming an elementary teacher.” She also used this ability in the past while teaching in a preschool classroom. Many people of Interpersonal Intelligence want to help other people in everyway that they can. Caitlin definitely understands other people’s feelings and emotions. She relates well to others and can interact with all types of citizens. These are characteristics of an Interpersonal Intelligence.

The last of my interviewees is my cousin, Jenny. She is a very smart and talented young lady. She is nineteen years old and has so much going for her. After I explained to Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences she and I agreed that she best fit as Linguistic Intelligence. Jenny grew up in a house full of very verbal family members. She was taught at a young age to speak her mind. She told me during our interview that she plans on using her Linguistic Intelligence to “better express myself.” Jenny also noted to me that she used Linguistic Intelligence to enhance her soccer playing. She is a very gifted writer. Jenny chooses words that best fit the situation she is in. Although, she has always been very educated and good with words, Jenny didn’t realize that she had this intelligence until high school when she became more involved in social events.

My cousin is very positive and stern. She pushes herself to be the ultimate best. Even though she came from a family of other verbal intelligences and natural words selection comes easy to her, she reads a lot to enhance her vocabulary. The most prominent way that Jenny has used her Linguistic Intelligence has been on the soccer field. There, she has used symbols, clues, signals, and other methods of communicating with teammates. These qualities are relevant in people with Linguistic Intelligence. They are able to transform the meaning of words into symbols, shortcuts, and many more ways of communication.

IMPLICATIONS


I found numerous similarities throughout the interviews that I performed. The most outstanding and reoccurring was that of the family members of the interviewed subjects mostly came from the same intelligence. I thought this to be very interesting, but very realistic. It makes sense that the environment that you grew up in easily influences your specific intelligence. I think that all of the information that I collected today, more specifically about the family intelligences I will use in the classroom when I become a teacher. I think that if I can learn more about the student’s intelligence then I can learn how to relate better to the parent(s) and vice-versa. I think by writing this paper I can readily look for and identify Multiple Intelligences. By acquiring this ability I can enhance my teaching and understand my students more thoroughly. My goal as a teacher is to improve my students’ learning capabilities. The best way to do that is to be aware of how they think, act, and learn.
LIMITATIONS

Well, of course I came across some limitations. I will praise whoever did not. First of all, I was stumped on what kind of interview questions to ask. So to solve my problem I played two roles and pretended to interview myself. When I did the questions came to me quite easily. My second limitation was I was confused on who, what, where, and when was I going to interview. After reading the chapters on Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences I decided to interview a variety of different ages and sexes. I thought this might make my results a bit more interesting. My last limitation was putting together this paper. It took a long time. I had all of my information, but putting it together was just overwhelming in the beginning. I panicked thinking about using the APA Style of writing. So all I did was start writing and I went from there. I just let it flow. Then, I put it all together in an organized fashion. It really helped me to use heading.
RELECTIONS

First of all, I learned so much about many of the people I care about the most. I really enjoyed interviewing them all. I hope that I helped them to learn more about themselves and anticipate that I they were complimented by my interest in them. The deeper I got into this project the more I could understand Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences. I also learned that people can have more than one particular intelligence. It actually is a wonder to have more than one. It means that a person is varied and has a greater sense of understanding. They can be more sympathetic to others and only improve themselves intellectually and emotionally. I feel that I will continue with an open mind. Now that I have explored and researched Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences I feel as though I have greatly opened my horizons. I plan on retaining all that I have learned from this project and using it throughout my teaching career. 
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