
Updates to

DESIRE AND BELIEF
Introduction to 

Some Recent Philosophical Debates

ARTHUR E. FALK

Scroll down to the Table of Contents.  Move your cursor over the
chapter titles.  There is a link to a revision anytime the open-hand

icon changes to a pointing-finger icon. Click on the title to open the
chapter. Revisions to the text are ongoing; at the top of each chapter
is the date of last revision.  There are also Acrobat “sticky notes.”. 

Copyright © Arthur E. Falk 2004. 
Published by University Press of America,

under the imprint, Hamilton Books.
ISBN 0-7618-2715-3

.

Copyright © Arthur E. Falk 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008. 



Contents

Acknowledgments. [Scroll down.]

INTRODUCTION 

PART I, THE DATA 
A.  The Two Varieties of Phenomena. 
B.  All Attitudes are Propositional Attitudes.
C.  A Standardized Language for Reporting Beliefs.
D.  Pep Talk; Then The Adicity of Propositional Attitudes 

and their Contents. 
E.  A Standardized Logic for the Reports' Entailments.
F.  Modalities and Propositional Attitudes: How Alike?
G.  The Opacity and Hyperintensionality of That-Clauses.

PART II, THEORIES OF THE ABOUTNESS 
H.  The Sufficiency-of-Concurrence Theory of Relational

Reports Refuted.
I.   The Indispensability of Causal Rapport for Some Rela-

tional Attitudes.
J.   If Reports of Relational Belief are Context-sensitive, Are

They Unscientific?
K.  Paradoxes in the Concurrence+Rapport Theory of Rela-

tional Reports.
L.  The 1968 Solution to the Paradoxes and Its Aftermath.  
M.  Beliefs About Oneself and About the Present Moment:

the Data.  
N.  Beliefs About Oneself and About the Present Moment: 

the Theories. 
O.  The General, Unified Theory of Relational Beliefs:

Ellipsis+Dominance.

ix

 xi

1
3

23
43
61

83
103
123

  145
  147

165

183

203

215
235

255

273

http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_R_introduction.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/be_partone.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_a.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_b.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_c_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_d_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_e_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_f_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_g_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/be_parttwo.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_h.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_i.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_j_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_k.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_l.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_m.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_n_R.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_o.pdf


Contentsvi

PART III, THEORIES OF THE DIRECTED-TOWARD-
NESS 
1st Subpart. Mind is Directed Toward Representations. 
P.  Do We Believe Predicates and Sentences? 
Q.  The Adverbial Theory of Directed-Towardness. 
R.  Do We Believe Connectionist Representations? 
S.  Do We Believe Semantically Narrowly Individuated

Contents? 
T.  Quine's Arguments against Non-notional Perception.
U.  Empathy, Not Ostension of Things, is the Primal Root of 

Discourse.

2nd Subpart. Mind is Directed Toward Something other than
Representations. 
V.  When Believing the Same Thing Means Agreeing. 
W.  Singular Sentences and Singular Propositions. 
X.  Two Approaches to Hyperintensions. 

PART IV, THE NATURALIZATION PROJECT
Y.  The Prospects for Naturalizing the Science of the Mind.
Z.  The Most Promising Philosophical Method. 

GLOSSARY
WORKS CITED 
INDEX OF TERMS 

299

301
303
331
351
371

397
415

431

433
455
481

497
499
529

553
573
591

http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_subpart1.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_q.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_t.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_u.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_z.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_glossary.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_R_workscited.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_R_index.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/be_partfour2.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_s.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_v.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_w.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/be_partthree.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_p.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_r.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/be_subpart2.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_x.pdf
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~afalk/db2nd_y.pdf


Acknowledgments

My thanks to my students at Western Michigan University: Stephanie Fisher
in 1993 and Kristin DeKam, Joseph Uhl, and Rachael Cabasaan in 1997,
and Marshall Willman in 1998, for reading earlier drafts of various sec-
tions and patiently teaching me the art of writing clearly.  In 2000 I discern-
ed the salutary effect of the participants in my course on desire and belief:
Craig Carley, Max Goss, Brian Mandock, Brian Spires, and Yang Ming
(Michael); also Professors Amita Chatterjee and David Newman. Professor
Pranab Kumar Sen influenced my account of substitution in section E and
forced me to see the need for section Z to defend a conception of philo-
sophical method that emerges, starting in section H and continuing in parts
III and IV.  In 2001 Max Goss continued to provoke me to think about how
to respond to his deep criticisms. In 2002 colleagues Marc Alspector-
Kelly, John Dilworth, and Insoo Hyun helped me, as did my students in my
course on desire and belief, especially Timothy Sherman.

In this second edition most sections are revised, and for the thoughts that
led to the revisions I thank my students in 2004, especially Eric Hatleback,
Quentin Gee, Chris Ragg, Ben Gray, and Cheryl Fitzgerald.  I thank my
students in 2007, especially Adam Bendorf whose puzzlements prompted
several improvements, and also Marcus Adams, Lane DesAutels, Kevin
Dewan, Jeremy Green, Brennan Jacoby, Matt Love, Amanda Marshall, Dan
McCulloch, Kris Phillips, Spencer Smith, and Sarah Stangl.

Some paragraphs in sections M, N, O, P, T, U, Y, and Z appear in a
publication of lectures I gave in India in 2001, Darwinism and Philosophi-
cal Analysis: Utkal Studies in Philosophy, vol 9, (New Delhi: Decent
Books, 2003) ISBN 81-86921-24-9.  They are reprinted with permission
of the copyright holder, the Department of Special Assistance in Philoso-
phy, Utkal University.  Some paragraphs in section O also appear in Philo
5 (2002).  Part of section Q is based on an essay that appeared in Russell:
the Journal of the Bertrand Russell Archives 17 (1998); another part of Q
is based on my article in Realism: Responses and Reactions.  Section R
is based on an essay that appeared in Behavior and Philosophy, 23/24
(1995/6).  Material in section Y appeared in Philosophy of Science, 48
(1981) and History and Philosophy of the Life Sciences 17 (1995).
Material in section Z appeared in Russell 18 (1999).  My thanks to all the
editors and copyright holders for permission to reuse the material.


