Psy 3780: Physiological Psychology Lab Practicum


Spring 2009

Tuesdays 2:00 - 4:50 p.m. 2010 Haenicke Hall

Professor:
Dr. Lisa Baker





Teaching Assistant: John Panos

Office:

3754 Wood Hall, 387-4484 



Phone: 387-4573

Email:

lisa.baker@wmich.edu



Email: john.j.panos@wmich.edu

Office hours:
Thursdays 1:00 to 3:00 or by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of this course is to provide a laboratory-based experience with some of the research tools and techniques of behavioral neuroscience. Students enrolled in this course are expected to also enroll in Psy 372 or an equivalent course, unless permission is otherwise granted by the instructor. Students will learn neuroanatomy by examining and dissecting brains of various species and by studying and reviewing computer software and web sites. Students will also conduct experiments and gain experience writing APA style research reports based on these experiments. 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS

· Baker, L.E.  Psy 3780 web page materials: http://homepages.wmich.edu/~bakerl/psy378.html 
· Vanderwolf C.H. and Cooley R.K. (1990) The Sheep Brain: A Photographic Series. A.J. Kirby Co.
· Cooley R.K. and Vanderwolf C.H. (1990) Stereotaxic Surgery in the Rat: A Photographic Series. A.J. Kirby Co.
· Psy 3780 Course Pack with Biopac Student Lab Instructions and Lab Activities

· Supplemental handouts to be distributed in class 
EVALUATION

Students’ work in this course will be evaluated in three areas: participation, lab tour reports, research reports, and exams.

Participation: Participation in ALL laboratory activities is required. Each lab activity is worth five points for a total of 60 points toward your final course grade. 
Research Reports/Lab Tour Papers: There will be several writing assignments throughout the semester. The due dates for these reports are listed below in the course schedule. Lab tour reports and the Biofeedback lab report will be worth 20 points each. The two APA style research reports will be worth 50 points each. Although experiments for the research reports will be conducted as a group, each student is independently responsible for his/her own research report. Research reports will be written according to APA format and should include a review of the relevant literature, a description of the methods and procedures, a summary of the main results, and a discussion and interpretation of the findings. Late research reports will be deducted 5 points per day. More detailed instructions regarding APA format will be discussed in class and are posted on the 3780 course web site.
Exams: There will be a midterm exam and a final exam, each worth 100 points.  Both exams will consist of a lab practical (40 points) and a written component (60 points).

EXAM MAKE UP POLICY: If an exam is missed for legitimate and acceptable reasons, a make-up may be scheduled.  However, since setting up the lab practical requires extra time and effort on the part of the instructors, only the written portion of each exam may be made up. If you must miss an exam, it is imperative that you notify the instructor immediately in order to schedule a make-up. If the make-up is scheduled for a time that is more than a week since the original exam, you may be given a different exam. 

Grades: Semester grades will be assigned on the basis of percentage of total possible points earned, as follows:
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67-71
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62-66



D






0-61



E
Incomplete Policy: A grade of “Incomplete” (I) will be assigned only if a student is, for reasons beyond control, unable to complete the course requirements. If you need to request an incomplete, be sure to make an appointment to discuss your situation with the instructor as soon as possible. Waiting until the last week of classes or final exam week to discuss the possibility of an incomplete is not recommended. The instructor reserves the right to deny a request for an incomplete. Poor performance in the course is NOT a sufficient justification for an incomplete.

WMU POLICIES REGARDING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DIVERSITY
Students are responsible for making themselves aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 
Students may access the Code of Honor and general academic policies on issues of diversity, religious observance, and student disabilities at http://osc.wmich.edu and www.wmich.edu/registrar 
WMU EMAIL POLICY: Students are expected to be aware of WMU’s policy regarding email use. The only email address that should be used for communication between WMU students and WMU faculty and staff is the email address associated with a BroncoNet ID.  Students can not automatically forward all of their email from this address to other addresses.  Students can access this email account or get instructions for obtaining a BroncoNet ID at GoWMU.wmich.edu. If you send an email to the instructor and you expect a reply, please be sure to use “Psy 3780” in the subject line. 
CELL PHONES: Cell phones are to be turned off and not used at any time during the class.


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
Date 

Laboratory Activities




Assignments


Jan. 6

Introduction and Review of Course Requirements





Jan. 13

Brain Evolution/Comparative Neuroanatomy 


Pinel, chapters 2 and 3

Brain Dissections 





Vanderwolf & Cooley, pp. 7-26

Neuroanatomy Websites and Software



Web Links, Study Objectives 

Jan. 20

Research Methods in Biopsychology



Pinel chapter 5, Handouts


Review Brain Structures 




Also see study objectives 

on Psy 3780 Web Page 
Jan. 27

Lab Tours – Jellies, Eversole




Pinel, chapter 4

Handouts, Study Objectives

Feb. 3

Cow Eye Dissections





Instructions on 3780 Web Page

Lab Tours – Byrd, Baker




Pinel chapters 6, 7

Handouts, Study Objectives
Feb. 10

Stereotaxic Surgery





Cooley & Vanderwolf



APA Format Review





Instructions on Web Page










Research articles

Lab Tours Report 1 Due

Feb. 17
 
Conditioned Taste Aversion Experiments


Research articles











Lab Tours Report 2 Due



 

Feb. 24

Conditioned Taste Aversion Experiments


Research articles




Review for Midterm Exam

March 3
No clasS -- semester recess 

March 10
MIDTERM EXAM 
March 17
Lab Tour –TBA






APA Research Report Due











(CTA Experiment)
March 24
Biofeedback Experiment




Biopac Lesson 14

March 31
Polygraph Experiment





Biopac Lesson 9










Research Articles 











Lesson 14 report due

April 7

Polygraph Experiment





Biopac Lesson 9










Research Articles
April 14
Review for Final





APA Research Report Due











(Polygraph Experiment)










April 21  
FINAL EXAM (Tuesday, 12:30 - 2:30 pm)
