PSYCHOLOGY 426 – Summer I 2006
INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN DRUG USE AND ABUSE

Tuesday, Thursday         12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

2722 Wood  Hall

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Professor:

Lisa Baker, Ph.D.

Teaching Assistant: 
Jennifer Sobie, M.A.

      

Office:


3754 Wood Hall, 387-4484 



Office hours:

Tuesdays 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or by appointment

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
COURSE CONTENT 

This course examines the behavioral and pharmacological effects of psychoactive drugs. Although drugs of abuse are the primary focus, other psychoactive drugs are considered, such as those used in the treatment of mental illness. While human drug use is a primary focus of this course, nonhuman research findings are also discussed to illustrate basic concepts regarding behavioral effects and abuse liability of drugs. The course content includes the following main topics:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Historical background and current prevalence of drug use and abuse

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Classification and identification of psychoactive drugs

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Basic principles of drug disposition in the body (pharmacokinetics)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Drug mechanisms of action in the CNS (pharmacodynamics)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Mechanisms of drug tolerance, withdrawal, and dependence

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Behavioral and neuropharmacological actions of the major psychoactive drug classes: 

(CNS depressants, CNS stimulants, opioids/narcotics, hallucinogens, marijuana, antipsychotics, antidepressants).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Substance abuse treatment and strategies for prevention

REQUIRED TEXT AND COURSE MATERIALS
Ksir C., Hart C.L., and Ray O. (2006) Drugs, Society and Human Behavior. 11th edition. McGraw-Hill.

Web Materials: 

Lecture notes based on the text can be found at Dr. Baker’s Psy 426 web site: http://homepages.wmich.edu/~bakerl/psy426.html
McGraw-Hill Online Learning Center: flashcards, study questions, and practice tests based on the readings. The web address and password will be in your text book. There is also a link to this site on the Psy 426 webpage.
You are expected to read the assigned chapters BEFORE each class meeting in which the material is to be presented. Quizzes will be given every class period (see below). In addition, you may be called upon to answer questions during lecture, and you will be expected to be familiar with the material. You are encouraged to complete the study questions and practice tests as you read each chapter, and to print handouts of the slides to assist with note taking during lectures. The slides contain brief outlines of the lectures. They should not be considered a substitute for notes. Taking detailed notes during lecture is essential to your preparation for exams.
EVALUATION
Quizzes: Quizzes will be administered every class period that there is not an exam scheduled. Quizzes will typically be given at the beginning of the second half of class. They will consist of brief essay questions worth 5 points each. There will be 11 quiz opportunities and your eight highest quiz scores will count toward your final grade.

Exams: There will be three 50-point exams and a 100-point cumulative final exam. Exams will consist of multiple choice, true-false, and matching items. The majority of the questions will be similar to those in the web study materials, although there may be a few questions from material covered in lectures that may not be in the text. 

Make-Up Policy: There will be NO MAKE-UPS ALLOWED for missed quizzes. You must be in class to take the quizzes. If an exam must be missed for LEGITIMATE REASONS (adequately documented according to the instructor’s discretion), then a make-up exam may be scheduled. Generally, major illnesses and family crises are considered legitimate reasons. Other academic obligations or prior commitments may also be excusable, but are treated as not-crisis situations (see below). Oversleeping or simply forgetting to come to class are NOT legitimate reasons. Make-up exams for non-crisis situations MUST be scheduled prior to the exam to be missed. In the case of a legitimately documented illness or crisis, please notify the instructor as soon as possible to schedule a make-up exam. If the make-up exam is scheduled after an exam has been given to the rest of the class, you may be given a different exam.  

Attendance and Class Participation: You are expected to attend class and to participate in class discussions. A strong attendance record and participation will facilitate learning and may influence your final grade in instances of borderline grades.
GRADES

Semester grades will be assigned on the basis of the percentage of total possible points earned, as follows:



% of Total Points

Letter Grade


92-100




A



87-91




BA





82-86




B






77-81




CB






72-76




C






67-71




DC






62-66




D






0-61




E



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures stated in the Undergraduate (pp. 271-272) Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity, and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult the instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.

UNIVERSITY EMAIL POLICY

Please note WMU’s policy regarding email use is as follows: “The only email address that should be used for communication between WMU students and WMU faculty and staff is the email address associated with a BroncoNet ID.  This email address typically takes the form "firstname.middleinitial.lastname@wmich.edu."  An example is buster.h.bronco@wmich.edu. Students cannot automatically forward all of their email from this address to other addresses.  Students can access this email account or get instructions for obtaining a BroncoNet ID at GoWMU.wmich.edu.” 

Please use your WMU email account for all email communication regarding this course, and put Psy 426 in the subject line. I will not read or respond to emails from unfamiliar addresses or without Psy 426 in the subject line.
INCOMPLETE POLICY
If you are unable to complete this course due to an illness or family crisis, please make a point to discuss this with the instructor as soon as possible. Waiting until the last week of classes or final exam week to discuss this possibility is discouraged. The instructor reserves the right to approve or deny a request for an incomplete. A failing or unsatisfactory grade is NOT a legitimate reason to request an incomplete in the course.


Signature of Agreement to Course Requirements and Policies: After you have carefully read the syllabus and course policies, please complete the form below. Turn in one copy to the instructor and keep one copy for your own records.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the above requirements for Psy 426 and agree to the policies stated herein.

_________________________________________


Printed Name

_________________________________________

___________________________

Signature






Date
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the above requirements for Psy 426 and agree to the policies stated herein.

_________________________________________


Printed Name

_________________________________________

___________________________

Signature






Date

PSY 426, SPRING 2006
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

DATE


TOPIC




READING ASSIGNMENT


May 9, 11

Historical Overview of Drugs Use


Chapters 1, 2, 3


and Drug Regulation

May 16, 18

The Nervous System




Chapter 4
Mechanisms of Drug Action



Chapter 5
                                         

May 23

Exam One
 

May 23, 25

CNS Stimulants: Cocaine, Amphetamine

Chapter 6

Nicotine, Caffeine




Chapters 10, 11
May 30, June 1
Depressants and Inhalants



Chapter 7




Alcohol





Chapter 9

June 6


Exam Two
 

June 6, 8

Psychotropic Drugs for Mental Illness

Chapter 8

Opioid Narcotics




Chapter13
June 13, 15

Hallucinogens





Chapter 14

Marijuana





Chapter 15
June 20

Exam Three
 

June 20, 22

Substance Abuse Prevention



Chapter 17

Dependence, Addiction and Treatment

Chapter 18

 

June 27

CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAM
