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HONORS  4500 – THE HISTORY OF CHILDHOOD

HNRS 4500:


The History of Childhood (3 Crs)

SECTION:


#44125
TUESDAY/THURSDAY
12:30 – 1:45     ROOM: 010030

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Josephine Davis





2433 Sangren Hall





College of Education





Phone: 3877-3496





Email:  Josephine.davis@wmich.edu




Http://homepages.wmich.edu/~barrydavisj/
Office Hours:
T/TR:  10:45am to 11:30am. And: 2:00pm to 3:00Pm.

I will also meet with you after class or whenever it is convenient for you.
TEXTS AND MATERIALS REQUIRED:

Childhood in America: Paula Fass and Mary Ann Mason (2000)

Centuries of Childhood: Philippe Aries

One large three ring binder.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

This course presents a broad overview of how the child has been seen through the centuries, of how this perception has differed from culture to culture and period to period.

This course is designed to assist those participating to do the following:
1. Develop a conceptual understanding of the historical interpretation of childhood

2. Identify major historical periods within the chronological overview of childhood history

3. Acquire an awareness  of the impact of historical changes on the lives of children

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the evolution of the current conception of family life and the current images of the nature of the child.

CLASS CESSIONS:
This class is designed to involve the class members.

Each individual is expected to participate actively in all class group discussions, projects and other activities. The class experience is valuable in the maintenance of your sense of course continuity.  If it is necessary for you to miss a class session, please notify me directly. If you are tardy or you leave class early without notifying me your final grade will be adjusted by one half point. If you are to miss more than two sessions, it is recommended that you consult with me immediately.
FEEDBACK INSTRUMENTS
There will be 2 or 3 feedback instruments. They are all essay style.

FINAL FEEDBACK INSTRUMENT

Wednesday December 7th: from: 2:45pm to 4:45pm
The assignments are weighted as follows:

Weekly journal/Interview:

20%

Specialty paper:


20%

Manual.Collage:


10%
Feedback instruments

20%

Final




15%

Overall classroom involvement (based on my own personal evaluation): 15%

Grading scale:

A…100-93

DC…72-68

BA…92-88

D…   67-73

B…...87-83

DE….62-58

CB…82-78

E……58-00

C…...77-78

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

1.A weekly journal: 8 journals in all. These are reflection papers. The  “1 st”  journal is due on the 13th of September, and every week after that.
This assignment is typed, double-spaced, one page (or more if you feel that it is needed).
These reflections are on your readings and class lectures. You will endeavor to make connections between all aspects of the content of this course.

The   1st  journal is due on the  13th of September, at that point about 40 pages of  “Aries” should have been read. It is not an easy book, so start reading it early in the semester.
2. Research or Specialty Paper:
DUE: 11/17

You will research a topic, related to children through time; remember that this is a history class and that children are looked at from this perspective. Try to link your majors or minors to this paper. Keep in mind also that this paper could be linked to  your Honors Thesis Paper.


7 pages at the least, with about 7 references. 
3. Presentation of research paper:
ON: 11.29 and 12/1


These will be presented at the end of the semester. But: if you wish to present your paper in conjunction with a course topics you may do so, simply let me know what your wishes are.

4. History of Childhood Manual:

DUE: 12/7


All information will be carefully compiled in the form of a manual with proper headings and titles.

5. Collage:

You will illustrate you  manual with pictures and drawings of children. You can find these in magazines, newspapers, cartoons, or family pictures, of yourself and your siblings…This assignment will allow you to perceive how the people think about children, as you find their reflection in the media of our present day society, or in your own family circles.
6. Interview with the oldest member of your family:
DUE: 12/1


This assignment is to be done over Thanksgiving break.
It will enable you to look back into your own personal family history. You will ask your relative to remember their childhood and youth. You will ask your elder parent about what their life was like for them when they were young. What were their joys, and their sadnesses and worries? What did they do for fun? What values do they remember being taught? This assignment will be unexpectedly pleasant for you. You will find that the whole family will want to participate, and reminisce …It will also create a bond between you and this parent that you will never quite forget. It will also bring a sense of peace to this “elder” who has been concerned about which member of the family was deserving of receiving family documents and pictures…
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This schedule is tentative and subject to change according to the needs perceived by the instructor, or by the students.
CLASS SCHEDULE

W1.
9/1 

Introduction to course and requirements
W2
9/6 – 9/8


Child development


The Rights of Children. 

Video: “What Right has a child” UN.

This short film looks at the human rights of children as written by the United Nations, 1959

W3.
9/13 – 9/15


OLD EUROPE 7000BC – 3500BC


Goddesses of the past…Indo-European spiritual beliefs

Children and childhood in the classical world.


Greece: 400BC circa…


(Journal #1 handed in on the 13th)
W4
9/20 – 9/22


ROMAN - EARLY MEDIEVAL 400BC – 900 AD

Late Roman and Early Medieval childhood


The Role of Christianity


(Journal #2 handed in on the 20th)
W5
9/27 – 9/29


CENTRAL MEDIEVAL AGES: 1050  - 1350

Children and their parents from the ninth to the  thirteenth century…

(Journal  #3)
W6
10/4  - 10/6

LATE MEDIEVAL AGES  - RENAISSANCE: 1350 – 1600


Fourteenth and Early sixteenth century. Middle-class children in urban Italy

(Journal # 4)
W7
10/11  


Visit : The Kalamazoo Valley Museum
Departure time: 12:30 sharp! (REALLY SHARP!)
We shall return at 1:45.

The object of this excursion is to discover all objects and themes related to children in the museum.


(Journal # 5)

10/13


OPEN. I shall be available to anyone who needs help…
W8
10/18 – 10/20


ENLIGHTNMENT: 1550 – 1850


Scientific Revolution: 1500 – 1650


Reformation:1500 – 1650

Baroque Period:1600 – 1700


English childhood.

(Journal #6)

W9
10/25 – 10/27


17th Century French rearing practices…


(Journal #  7)

W10
11/1 – 11/3


Children in the 17th Century England and America

W11
11/8 – 11/10


Industrialization: 1700 to the present


Romanticism: 1800 – 1900


Children and the Industrial Revolution.
W12
11/15 


Children and war.

(Journal #8 . Last journal)
11/17 





11/17
DUE: Research paper  

Guest speaker ( to be established…)

W13
Thanks giving recess! Have a safe and healthy Thanksgiving!

W14
11/29 – 12/1




12/1
DUE: Interview

Presentations of specialty papers…

W15 
FINAL


Wednesday December 7th  from 2:45 to 4:45
12/7
DUE : Manual with collage.


**** You did it! Now have a wonderful break! ****
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