Semester: Fall 2005







      ED 3500. J.Davis
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ED 3500. YOUNG CHILDREN FAMILIES AND SOCIETY

______________________________________________________________________________

Classes:

Tuesday/Thursday
Section: 40172 – 09:30 / 10:45 in room: 03219 Sangren




Section: 40173 – 03:30 / 04:45 in room: 03211 Sangren

Instructor:

Dr. Josephine Barry Davis




2433 Sangren Hall




Email: josephine.davis@wmich.edu

Office Hours:

Tuesday/Thursday 10:45 am to 11:00am also: 2:00pm to 3:00pm




I will also meet with you after class or whenever it is convenient for you.

Requirement:

Admission to the Early Childhood Emphasis or Minor required

______________________________________________________________________________

TEXTS AND MATERIALS REQUIRED

Childhood in America Paula.Fass and Mary Ann Mason (2000)

Celebrating Ramadan Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith (2001)

For Every Child UNICEF the rights of the child in pictures and words

Seedfolks Paul Fleischman (1999)

A course-pack from: WMU Bookstore.

A three-ring binder

COURSE DESCRIPTION

* This course is designed to help students understand the difficulties faced by children within their families and society in the United States.

* This course is designed to help students understand the important and complex role teachers play as they interact between children, families and the pulls of this society.

* This course will also offer aspects of children in various and very different cultures.

These will be:

1. Children and societies through time and how cognitive maps, or mentalities affected behavior toward children.

2. Indigenous children of North America, B.I.A. and reservation schools.

3. Children, their families and societies in developing countries.

4. Children of Islam, their families, society, and Qu’ranic schools in the U.S.

5. Globally: children and disease, children and war.

6. Academic Service Learning: Children of the homeless

These various windows of study on children will allow the students to gain a comparative and global perspective on children, this will better the students understanding of the issues that surround children, and the impact that these issues have on the lives of children.

STANDARDS:

· Develop a conceptual understanding of the social realities faced by children, in the United States and in international key societies.

· Increase the understanding of human development as it relates to the social interactions of young children, with their families and society.

· Demonstrate the ability through systematic research to assist children and their families by extending your understanding of situation and advocating for the rights of children, this in part through your involvement with Academic Service Learning.

· Develop explicit values that encompass, democratic, equitable, liberating and life-enhancing characteristics.

· Develop the ability to understand and engage in Community Based Action Research.

This course will follow “THE EARLY CHILDHOOD ENDORSEMENT STANDARDS” approved by the Michigan Board of Education. These are listed in your course-pack on page: ….

GOALS

As teachers you will face children disturbed in their daily lives by conflict at home and in their communities. Teachers are often held accountable for solutions to problems that have their roots in the experiences of individual people and the realities of social life. Young children are deeply affected by the problems which surround them: poverty, physical and sexual abuse, family breakdown, crime, violence, drug abuse…This course will attempt to inform future teachers, and to offer systematic approaches in formulating solutions to the difficulties faced by young children. You will therefore learn how to advocate on behalf of children.

OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to assist those participating to do the following:

EXPECTATIONS FOR THIS CLASS

Class sessions: This course is designed to actively engage class members. The shared classroom sessions will be invaluable to develop and to maintain a sense of continuity. To prepare for class discussion and participation it is necessary to read the assigned materials on schedule.

If it is necessary to miss a class session, please notify me directly. If more than SIX (6) CONTACT HOURS are missed, it is recommended that you DROP the class; otherwise your final grade will be reduced by 10%.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND METHODS OF EVALUATION

Your future profession will challenge your personal, and professional abilities. It will require that you work well individually, and also in small groups with other teachers or parents. It will also demand that you function well within the broader arenas of school life. It is for these reasons that your final grade will reflect: your personal abilities, knowledge and creativity, the quality of involvement, and your effectiveness within a small group. Your final grade will also be influenced by your degree of participation as it affects the level of success of the whole class, and by your level of attendance.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Article reviews:

DUE: 11/29

You will review 5 articles. The articles are of your choice. These can be from the course bibliography, or not. The articles should be as current as possible, (2001-2004 if possible) and related to the themes contained in this class. All articles can be related to one theme of your choice, or several themes. You will reference your discussion. You will give complete bibliographical information on the articles you are discussing. You will include copies of the articles you have reviewed.

The group research paper should follow the recommendations for the assignment on “Readings”)

If this assignment is handed in late your final grade will be adjusted by 2.5%.

2. A group research project: DUE: 11/22

Presentation by each group will be on: 11/29 and 12/1

You will each be part of a group of about 5 students. One member will be identified as the group leader or coordinator. You will indicate to me whom you have elected. You will develop a research paper on a topic related to this course. The topic is of your choice.

Themes could be:

1. Families in inner cities, families in suburbs and families in the country. What do teachers need to know?

2. Crime, law, and Children. What do teachers need to know?

3. Does American Society protect its children?

4. Which international organizations help children?

5. Poverty, health, maltreatment, what happens to children and what is the role of education?

6. Newly immigrated children, families… what is the role of the teacher?

There are many more possibilities. We shall decide on the topic of your choice the 2nd week of class. About 10-12 pages long, well referenced, with a variety of sources that are current (1999-2004). You can find some references in the bibliographies that are handed out in class. You will be given time during class to work together on your research project.

If this project should be handed in late, the grade will be lowered by: 2.5%. And your final grade by: 2.5%

3. Academic Service Learning: “Families with children who are “homeless.” Complete details for this assignment are at the end of the syllabus.

DUE: 11/8

4. A letter to your child:

DUE: 12/1

You will write a letter to your child, perhaps unborn, unknown. This letter should be written later in the semester. It will be a letter of promise. Of course the letter could be for the children or grandchildren you already have, or to the child you will adopt, or any other child you may become the mother, father, or guardian of. You will receive credit for this assignment. If: this assignment is not handed in, your final class grade will be adjusted by: 2.5%.

6. Journals which are responses to the readings.

You will hand in 6 journals (See schedule)

Your journals will be: TYPED

You will indicate:


YOUR NAME


THE DATE


THE SECTION NUMBER OF YOUR CLASS


THE “NUMBER” OF THE “READINGS” (Since there are 6 it will be:


Reading: #1…Reading #2… and so on…)


You will use the American Psychological Association (APA) style:


YOU WILL REFERENCE YOUR PAPER FOR DISCUSSION:


If you quote someone, you will have to indicate the name, date…etc…

Each week you will read and comment on the articles which are related to each class session, contained in your course pack, or in “Childhood in America”. ONE BUT NOT MORE THAN TWO PAGES OF COMMENTS ARE TO BE HANDED IN FOR EACH “SERIES” OR “GROUP” OF ARTICLES RELATED TO EACH CLASS SESSION. One grade will be given for this assignment. These journals are NOT to be handed in, in bulk, at the end of the semester, but on a weekly basis. If you choose to hand them in at the end of the semester “in bulk” your final grade will be adjusted by 2.5%.

7. TESTS

*There will be a midterm examination: 10/20

*A final examination of which the date and time are in the W.M.U. Spring Schedule of Classes

*Random quizzes on the assigned readings.

Please note:

All the tests for this class are set up for short answers or essay. You must express the “what”, the “why”, and the “how”. The knowledge base of this class is fundamental to the future classroom success of your chosen profession, it must therefore be absorbed beyond the level necessary to complete test forms.

YOUR FINAL GRADE: You have 1000 points to start with.

Your course grade will be the mean of a personal grade (300pts) which includes Action Research Observations (50), Academic Service Learning project assignment (50pts), journals (50pts), article reviews (100pts), letter to child (50pts), a group grade (200pts), the midterm (150pts), and the final examination (150pts), and any other quizzes (50pts), the overall class involvement (50pts), and attendance (100pts).

The assignments are weighted as follows:


Personal grade………….30%


Group grade…………….20%


Midterm………………...15%


Random quizzes…….…..5%


Final…………………….15%

Overall class involvement, which is based on my personal evaluation:………..5%

Attendance: you are allowed to miss one class session, beyond that, you will be penalized one half grade for every session missed.

Tardiness: if tardiness is un-explained and repeated, your grade will be lowered by one half grade.

No assignment will be allowed to be handed in late, unless extreme and documented circumstances are present. In fairness to the other members of the class any late assignment will affect your final grade, which will be graded down by: 2.5%. Your final grade will most certainly be influenced by the quality of your participation and the level of ATTENDANCE and TARDINESS in the class. Your final grade will be the mean of these requirements.

Grading scale:

A…93-100
B…88-83
C…77-73
D…67-63

AB…92-88
BC…82-78
CD…72-68
DE…62-58
E…57-0

It is important that you always remember that my role is that of facilitator. You are here to learn. Never hesitate to seek for my help.

**********************************************************

N.B.

The “Professional Concerns Committee of the Faculty Senate” recommends that all faculty include the following paragraph in each syllabus:

You are responsible for making yourself aware and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate (pp. 271-272), and Graduate (pp. 24-26) that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse.

If there is a reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing.

You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
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Josephine Davis

Sections: T/TR # 40172 09:30AM – 10:45 AM
#40173 03:30PM - 4:45PM

Dr. Josephine Davis: Josephine.davis@wmich.edu
Phone: 387-3496
Rm: 2433

Office Hours: T/TR 10:00AM to 12:00 and 2:00PM to 3:00PM

______________________________________________________________________________

CLASS SCHEDULE

THIS SCHEDULE IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS PERCIEVED EITHER BY THE INSTRUCTOR OR BY THE STUDENTS.

The semester is divided into three areas of study.

Each section will relate the content to the role of pedagogy.

I. Children past and present: their history, Children’s rights. Child development and systematic observations according to: the ecological approach, and action research.

II. Influences of the American society on families and children.

III. A global perspective: a comparative approach to the study of influences of culture and society on the lives of children.

The “Academic Service Learning” Project will flow through the entire semester.

______________________________________________________________________________

I. CHILDREN PAST AND PRESENT, their rights. Action research.

This first section of our course will look at the history of children and attitudes towards children as history progresses, and how this has influenced our present day perceptions of children. It will look at the rights of children. It will look at effective and beneficial methods of observing children.

W1.
9/1 Introduction to course and requirements

W2.
9/6-9/8 Children past and present. Children will be looked at through western history, from Greco-Roman times to the present. Societies, family structures, and mentalities of each period will illustrate how children were thought of and treated. This will help us later in the semester as we compare the state of children both in the U.S. and abroad.

(Journal 1 DUE: 9/13)

VIDEO: “What Right has a child?” This short film looks at the human rights of children as written by the United Nations. 1959.

W.3
9/13-9/15


Society and children: ways of studying children within their historical, cultural, and socio-economic environments.


The Ecological Approach. Bronfenbrenner.


(Journal 2 , DUE 9/20

W.4
9/20-9/22


Ways of observing children, clinically analyzing the information gathered, and professionally reporting the findings.


Community Based Action Research and clinical analysis due NEXT TUESDAY

ASSIGNMENT: You will practice writing and analyzing three observations according to the guidelines of Community Based Action Research and according to a clinical analysis introduced in this course. Your observations can be of anyone and anything you please: your roommate, cat… Your observations can bring to the fore a pattern of suspected behavior or can refute a pre-conception. You will conclude with your thoughts on a plan on ACTION. These reports will be reviewed until they reach the level of clarity needed.

______________________________________________________________________________

II. INFLUENCES OF AMERICAN SOCIETY on families and on children.

Divorce, poverty, maltreatment, the role of public schools, resources available for the education of parents, and the role of the teacher. Statistical reports will be internationally compared.

W.5
9/27-9/29


Family Structures


Family Functions


Family Styles


Readings: Effects of divorce


(Journal/3 DUE 10/4)

W.6
10/4


Poverty, malnourishment, and treatment


(Journal/4)


10/6


GUEST SPEAKER: Mrs. Jan Middlemas, Director


of the “Kalamazoo County Child Abuse and Neglect Council”.

W.7
10/11-10/13


Children, disease and emergency treatments, in the United States.


A comparative view with countries in the tropics.

W.8
10/18-


Children and law: The rights and responsibilities of all parties.


Review for Mid-term


10/20


MID-TERM

III. GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES

How are children’s lives influenced by global forces, by war, disease, famine, and poverty, within societies of developing countries? How are families impacted? Which organizations are currently trying to influence these forces?

W.9
10/25-10/27

Video: “Soldiers of Peace: A children’s crusade” 45’ UNICEF


U.N. , U.N.I.C.E.F. , U.N.E.S.C.O , W.H.O.

Status of the World’s Children, Child health, disease, child labor, war, and girl child trafficking (prostitution).

Review of the magazine: “The State of the World’s Children” (2000 UNICEF)


(Journal/5 DUE: 11/1

W.10
11/1-11/3


Children and Religion


Children of Islam


Islamic schools in the U.S.

Class discussion on: “The State of the World’s Children”

(2000/UNICEF)

Video: “Building a World Fit for Children” May 2002 event marking the “UN Special Session on Children” UNICEF 2002

W.11
11/8


DUE: Academic Service Learning Paper

Child exploitation, trafficking and education worldwide.


11/10

Video: “Speak your mind special: Manisha Koirala & Wang Lee Hom in Nepal” UNICEF 2001 22:50’. Child labor, exploitation, education and trafficking.

W.12
11/15-11/17


Children and International Law.


Video: Camel Jockeys in Saudi Arabia

(Journal/6 DUE: 11/22)

W.13
11/22
DUE: Research Project Group

These class sessions will allow you to meet in your groups to review and finalize   your research project presentation.

W.13
11/24
Thanksgiving Recess

W.14
11/29 and 12/1: These classes are reserved for you to present your Group Research projects.


EACH “GROUP” WILL PRESENT THEIR RESEARCH PROJECT


DUE: The 5 articles you have reviewed on your own.



Letter of promise to your child



ALL PAPERS MUST BE HANDED IN BEFORE FINALS WEEK

FINALS WEEK


9:30 class: Thursday Dec. 8th at 10:15 to 12:15


3:30 class: Monday Dec: 5th at 2:45 to 4:45


All papers will be returned to you that day.

*** “You did it! Now have a wonderful break!” ***
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