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                                         ACADEMIC SERVICE  LEARNING

               “Families with Children who are Homeless”

This course requires that you visit a center for women and their children who are homeless.

As you prepare to fulfill this requirement, you will start by gathering information on the topic of your assignment. After you have gathered your information your will offer your services to a center for women and children who are homeless, this for one day or two half days. You will study the issues surrounding this problem and you will advocate for changes in laws, as you see unmet needs of children who are homeless.

In order to find the answers to these questions you may want to contact the “National Council for the Homeless”.

Each of these questions and answers will need to appear in your report.

Issues of concern:
* How is this problem defined by our society?

* What are the causes that lead to this situation?

* Current statistics

* What are the issues surrounding this problem?

* Laws, do you see serious flaws in the law? What should we do about them?

* Government agencies

* Is this problem in our society changing? How is it changing?

* Are families separated in shelters?

* Do some children have to go to foster homes? Why?

* Are boy children and girl children allowed the same privileges?

* How are the needs of children considered? What are the priorities?

* How are health issues dealt with?

* What types of health problems (physical, psychological) do they suffer from?

* How are physicians found and who pays for their visits? How do they get to the doctor’s?

* How do the children attend school?

* When a parent changes shelter, is there the possibility that the child will also change schools?

* How is this done? Are the papers forwarded? Do the parents have to pay for this?

Of course there are many other questions you may wish to research and answer.

A. BEFORE starting this project, take a few moments to evaluate how you feel about the assignment...are you worried?
You will try to evaluate your feelings, perhaps personal biases about homelessness.  

Are you worried about going to a shelter?  

Does going alone worry you? Would you rather go with a friend? Why? 

How would you recognize a homeless person, child? (In your classroom?)

Would you be willing to give of your time to help this situation?

Try to answer these questions as truthfully and as precisely as possible. Keep these reflections, re–visit, and use them as you write your report, 

 B. AFTER you have visited the shelter, again reflect and write a spontaneous paper on your feelings and state of mind at this time.
What difficulties did you encounter?

Do you still feel the same way?

Have you changed?

How have you changed?

What are your thoughts on homelessness at this point?

Would you recognize a homeless child in your classroom?

What would their needs be?

What might they be suffering from? (psychological  - physical problems)

How would you help them?

Of importance:
How would this situation affect the structure of your curriculum? Would the content, skills or values be structured a certain way? Give examples of how you would do this.

Would children who are in poverty and abused also affect your curriculum? In the same way?
What have you learned? About the issue of homelessness, and also about yourself? did you have pre-conceived  ideas? Were you biased in any way?

Your report will contain all the information, and reflections that you will have gathered for this assignment
DIRECTIVES:

Above all, remember that you will be entering someone’s home. It is the home of the people who live there, even if it is only for a little while. Also try not to go empty handed; toiletries are always needed: a bottle of shampoo, a tube of toothpaste. It need not be much.

When you arrive at the shelter you will be greeted by the Director of the Center, you will indicate that you are there to offer your services to the center. The Center is aware of your assignment. Thank the Director. Before you leave you will fill in the assignment sheet which is at the center: your name and the date at which you went there. Remember that once you have made your choice of days on which to go to the shelter, you will not be able to alter this. Rescheduling would create undue confusion for the administration of the shelter.

You will need to ponder over the following questions: How does Kalamazoo subsidize the various shelters?  Do churches in town help? How? Are agencies that deal with this problem trying to make change? How are women helped to overcome their situation? Are women helped to find employment? How do they get to their places of interviews? Who takes care of the children? How long can they stay at a given shelter? 

Of course, as you write your paper you will reflect on the fate of children and the impact that homelessness will have on them. This is of prime importance to you. 

There are inconsistencies in the system. Try to find them and together we will advocate for change. Also, keeping in mind that not all shelters are the same: how do they differ?

You will include all the documentation on the shelter you have visited: flyers, rules and regulations for the shelter, and time you have spent there, and the date. These should all be compiled in a folder.
There are many informative sites on the web, please explore these and come to class ready to share your findings.

Look for:
“The National Council for the Homeless”.

http:www.nationalhomeless.org/facts.html
As you gather your information we will discuss and share this in class on a WEEKLY basis.

Your paper should contain these sections: 

1. Facts (statistics) -  2. Issues -  3. Laws - 4. Areas of need - 5 – Advocacy:  This is where you speak of yourself, and what you would do as a teacher, in the classroom, in the school, in the community. Also if the class (ED 3500) has thought of a project, which could help this situation, speak of this (Or if “you” have thought of a possible form of action to take).

CONCLUSION:

As you learn, and become more aware of the problem of homelessness in our society, and its effect on children, you may want, as a class, to explore what kind of service (besides giving of your time) would be of help to the community in regards to homelessness.  In this way you will have reached the goal of this assignment, which was to learn through academic endeavor, how to be of service to your community, and in so doing come to the aid of young children, which is central to your future profession.
ED 350 Davis. J.
ED 350 AND THE PROFESSIONAL GROWTH PORTFOLIO

It is required by the College of Education at W.M.U. that before graduating you demonstrate that you have understood and internalized national, and state education standards at the university level. Early childhood education follows the “Early Childhood Endorsement Standards Approved by the Michigan Board of Education”.

The portfolio is a long-term documentation process starting with your first undergraduate classes and then continuing well into your career. Each class that you take carries with it a set of well-defined standards, helping you to systematically progress toward attaining the complete array of all the standards, which are required in order to become an accredited teacher.

Therefore each class will add a page or two to your portfolio, until all the standards have been covered. The portfolio is not a static document, it is flexible. You can change any of it as you go along. Each segment demonstrates your knowledge and abilities through the use of “artifacts”. All types of artifacts. These can be letters of recommendation, a well-written assignment, recognition for anything you have done that is related to your teaching career. You will eventually use the documents to apply for positions, seek higher levels of employment, compete for awards...  Therefore, it can be modified in any way, as long as it shows that you have internalized the standards required to being a teacher. You are in fact constructing your professional identity.   
Academic Service Learning and ED 350.
The standards that apply to this class (ED350) are contained in your course-pack on page 237.  You will reflect on these standards and try to see how you could demonstrate that you have mastered them: through which activity? How could you evidence your new abilities? You will do this not only for this class but for other classes which you are taking as well.

The Academic Service Learning project is particularly good at demonstrating your understanding of how child development and learning, are affected by environmental conditions, how your understanding of culture can affect your curriculum structure, and your sensitivity to family and community relationships. You will find the standards that apply to Academic Service Learning   on page: 235 of your course-pack.

Depending on your level of involvement with this assignment, you could have an excellent series of artifacts to structure into your portfolio. These would document your understanding and sensitivity to family and community issues.

Global competence and ED 350.

International learning has become of major importance. The American Council on Education (Beyond September 11: A Comprehensive national policy on international education, 2002) 
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provides persuasive and pertinent reasons why international learning should be taking place at all levels of education. It states that if the U.S. is to regain national security, grow and prosper it needs a citizenry that is globally competent. It states that global competence is a long-term undertaking that must begin at an early age, and that it is the responsibility of the nation’s educational system (p.12). It further indicates that few teacher education programs in the U.S. focus on preparing their students to impart international knowledge and skills in the K-12 classroom (p.12). 

This is an issue of considerable importance, which must be addressed. It is for this reason that ED 350 has internationalized its curriculum, or course design, by incorporating a comparative global perspective on families, children and society. A  U.N.I.C.E.F. chapter is being created at WMU, by former students of ED 350,  further providing you with an opportunity to become globally aware and involved at an international level, in the fate of children. This type of involvement should be considered as “Global Academic Service Learning”.

The information and awareness gleaned, should be structured into your Portfolio. We shall address ways of doing this, when in the semester you will be more sensitized to the issues uncovered.

I would recommend that you go to the web and read these articles, if not the entire articles  at least the executive summaries. Go to the site: American Council on Education.

Beyond September 11: A comprehensive policy on international education (2002) American Council on Education  (ACE)

Laura Siaya and Fred M. Hayward. (2003) Mapping internationalization on U.S. campuses: Final report. American Council on Education.

Madeleine F. Green and Christa Olsen (2003) Internationalizing the campus: A user’s guide. American Council on Education. 
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