ED 610






        Dr. JOSEPHINE BARRY DAVIS

SUMMER II






josephine.davis@wmich.edu
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Office: #2433

RM: 02219






Phone: 387-3496

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

WK 1
6/28 - 6/30


Overview of class requirements and introductions of class members


Maria Montessori: a historical perspective. 

WK 2 
7/5


Recess-No class


7/7


Video: Maria Montessori: Her Life and Work”


A comparative perspective with leading cognitive developmentalist psychologists

WK 3
7/12 – 7/14


Montessori’s developmental psychology


“The Prepared Environment”


Rationale of materials

WK 4
7/19 – 7/21


Visit to: “The Montessori School” Howard Street, Kalamazoo/


Time allocated for the preparation of your unit plan


No class

WK 5
7/26 


Montessori and the disadvantaged child’


Video: “ Montessori for the Urban Child”
7/28

Montessori, parents and the special child.

Video: “ Montessori for the Special Child”       

DUE: UNIT PLAN 

WK 6
Presentations of unit plans


Review for Final examination







DUE: BOOK REVIEW

WK 7
Finals week: Date and time of final will be in your semester class schedule.
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ED 610  MONTESSORI EDUCATION

Required texts:

“Montessori: A Modern Approach” by Paula Polk Lillard

“Dr. Montessori’s Own Handbook” by Maria Montessori.

“Maria Montessori: Her Life and Work: by E.M. Standing.

Course description:

This course is designed to help students understand the philosophy which guides the Montessori Prescriptive Method. A historical and comparative perspective of leading cognitive psychologists will allow for a deep understanding of how Dr. Maria Montessori formulated her developmental psychology, and educational apparatus.

Objectives:

This course is designed to assist those participating to do the following:

1. Become familiar with the life and work of Maria Montessori within the historical context of her time.

2. Develop a Montessorian perspective according to Montessori’s developmental psychology

3. Develop a conceptual understanding of a Montessori “prepared environment”.

4. Increase the understanding of the therapeutic effects that the "Montessori Method" has on children who deviate from the norm.

5. Correlate Montessori’s teachings with leading psychologists in the field of early childhood education.

6. Gather data about Montessori’s prescriptive method and use that information to organize a set of activities accompanied by relevant materials.

7. Demonstrate an understanding of the important role that developmentally appropriate practices play in early childhood education through the goals and objectives of the lessons and materials designed for the assigned Montessori Unit Plan.

Expectations for this class:

The class is designed to actively engage the class members. The shared class sessions will be invaluable to develop and maintain a sense of continuity. To prepare for class discussion and participation it is necessary to read the assigned materials on schedule. 

If it is necessary to miss a class session, please notify me directly! (387-3496 josephine.davis@wmich.edu) If more than 2 sessions are to be missed it is recommended that you drop the class. Classes missed without notification will affect your final grade by a drop of 10%.

Assignments:

1.Book review: “ Montessori: her life and work” by E.M. Standing. DUE: July 26th.

2.Thematic Unit plan: This project consists of at least 8 lessons which will illustrate a theme of your choice. It will reflect the principals Of Dr. Maria Montessori’s developmental theory.

3. A set of materials will accompany this unit. They will be constructed according to the Montessori format. DUE:  July 27th.


4. Two feedback instruments: 7/21 and the final.


5.Readings should be about 30 pages per week from each book.
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These assignments have been weighted accordingly:


Unit plan………….20%


Materials………….20%


Book review………10%


Midterm…………..10%


Final………………20%


Class participation..20%    (This includes attendance)

No assignment or assessment will be allowed to be handed in late, unless extreme and documented circumstances are present. Late assignments will be downgraded by 2.5%. Your final grade will most certainly be influenced by the quality of your participation and the level of attendance in the class. Your final grade will be the mean of these requirements.

Grading scale:

A…100/93
BA….92/88
B…87/83

CB…82/78
C…77/7
DC…72/68
D…67/62
DE…61/58
E…57/0

Do not forget that my role is that of facilitator of learning, never hesitate to seek for my help!

YOU DID IT! NOW HAVE A WONDERFUL BREAK!
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PRESONAL PROFILE


Name:


Phone:

Email: (Please write this clearly!)

You do not have to answer the following questions, but they do help me on knowing you better.

1. Classes currently enrolled in:

2. How many hours a week do you work?

3. What are your fields of study?

What do you know about the Montessori method and philosophy?

What are criticisms directed towards this method?

Have you visited a Montessori school?

If so, what did you like (or not like) about it?

What is your interest in taking this class?

Please use the bottom portion of this paper and the back to answer these questions.

