Internet Study of the Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

Step 1 - Pretest

Before you begin to study about individualized education plans, take a few minutes to briefly answer the following questions.  Remember: This is a pretest to determine what you know at the present time (before you have studied about IEPs) This pretest will not be graded nor will the contents be shared with anyone else but your instructor.

1.
What is an IEP?

2.
List the nine pieces of information that must be included in the IEP.

3.
How can the student gain the most out of the IEP process?

4.
What is transition and what are the requirements for its inclusion in the IEP?

5.
Have you attended an IEP meeting?  If yes, describe it.  If no, tell what you would think would happen at an IEP meeting.

Please e-mail this pre-test to me at Eileen.buckley@wmich.edu   Please name it Pretest FirstLast  in the Message Title Line on the e-mail (ex. Pretest JohnDoe)

Step 2 – Finding Information

Special education laws such as IDEA, give children with disabilities and their parents important rights not available to children in regular education and their parents. These include the right to:

· have the child assessed 

· secure information about the child 

· attend an IEP meeting 

· develop a written IEP plan, and 

· resolve disputes with the school district through an impartial administrative and legal process. 

Let’s take a look at some websites that have information on the purpose of IEPs, what information needs to be included, how the IEP will be connected to the classroom, who participates, and the team process which helps to facilitate the process. (These sites are hyper-linked; if you are connected to the Internet, just click on the URL and you will go directly to that site.)

Creating Useful Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). 
ERIC Digest #E600.

http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/iep/ed449636.html
New IDEA '97 Requirements: Factors To Consider in Developing an IEP. ERIC Digest E578.

http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/iep/ed434434.html
Planning Student-Directed Transitions to Adult Life. 
ERIC/OSEP Digest E593.

http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/iep/ed439577.html
IN YOUR WEBPAGE RESEARCH, BE SURE TO:

· Look at all three of the websites first, in order to get an overview of the information available.

· Read the questions.

· Read the questions again, thinking about the websites, and logically determine where the information would most likely be found.

· Go back again to the websites, this time using your best logical guess to find the answers to your questions.

Using the websites listed, find the information to answer the following questions:

1.
Who is eligible to receive an IEP?

2.
How will the IEP help the child to learn better?

3.
Who participates on the IEP team?  What is each of their roles?

4.
What information must be included in the IEP?

5.
What part should the student play in the process?

6.
What part should the parents play? 

7.
What part should the career and technical education teacher play?

8. 
What is transition and when and how is it addressed in an IEP?

9.
How often must the IEP be reviewed and revised?

Write a 2 – 3 page paper that answers the questions above.  Print it out and bring it to class on the assigned due date
Step 3 – Writing the CTE portion of the IEP

Next, it is time to look at some examples of IEPs and analyze them.  Using the following websites, examine and analyze several IEPs. 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Information and Sample
http://college.hmco.com/education/resources/res_prof/students/spec_ed/tools_support/iep.html
Writing the IEP A Guide to the Individualized Education Program
US Department of Education

http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/iep/writing_the_iep.html
Here is an example of an … 

Individualized Education Plan 
Partial Example
for   Christine Hendricks     

Fill in the following information to construct an Individualized Education Plan: 

Date of Meeting: 2/1/02

Presenting Problem 1:
Christine has trouble with short term memory. She forgets homework, especially Math, and she forgets to turn in homework she has completed.

Objectives  (Who, What, When, How)

Short Term Instructional Objective 1:
Christine's mother, Ms Hendricks, will get a daily scheduler for her tonight. For the next month, Ms Elliott, her Math teacher, will initial Christine's entry in her scheduler at the end of each class involving an assignment or a turn in. Each day Ms Hendricks will check for the initials to ensure that homework is not forgotten. If this is successful, Ms Hendricks and Ms Elliott will meet with Christine and develop a schedule for reducing the frequency of checking. If this is not successful, the team will meet again.

Criteria for Mastery:
Christine will present the scheduler to be initialed 90% of the time and will be successful in turning her homework in on time 90% of the time.

Evaluation Procedure and Schedule to be Used:
Teacher observation and record keeping.

Measurement of Success, Dates, Signatures:


	Report of Results
	Signature 
	Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Your Turn to Write a Partial IEP… 

After reading the Problem in the following IEP, fill in the rest of the IEP with your recommendations on how Ima should be able to be helped to solve the problem

Individualized Education Plan 
Partial Example
for   Ima Student     

Fill in the following information to construct an Individualized Education Plan: 

Date of Meeting: 2/1/02

Presenting Problem 1:
Ima has trouble with reading comprehension.  She must pass the safety test for the woodworking lab before she is able to participate in the lab.  She seems to understand the need for safety and does not appear to be a careless or daring person.  How will we facilitate her passing the test and making sure that she fully understands the safety rules?
Objectives
(Who, What, When, How)

Short Term Instructional Objective 1:

Criteria for Mastery:
Evaluation Procedure and Schedule to be Used:
Measurement of Success, Dates, Signatures:



	Report of Results
	Signature 
	Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Name  _____________________________



	CTE 510: Special Populations in Career & Technical Education



	Application #4 

	

	Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)

	

	Learning Objective(s):

	1.
Know why IEPs are used for special populations students and what information they contain

	2.
Write the portion of the IEP relating to CTE

	3.
Evaluate CTE IEP examples for completeness and problem-solving.

	

	Directions:  Complete the readings, questions, practice IEP, and evaluate the lesson.



	I.
Development of Topic (amount, depth, and specificity of supporting details)

	
	Omitted Answer
	Limited 

Answer,

Major Improvement  Needed
	Acceptable Answer, 

Some Improvement Needed
	Good Answer, Little Improvement Needed


	Model Answer, 

No Improvement Needed
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IEP Questions
	0
	1-9
	10-14
	15-19
	20
	____

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Practice CTE IEP
	0
	1-9
	10-14 
	15-19 
	20
	____

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	II.
Mechanical Conventions (ability to write effectively, spell, use capitalization and punctuation correctly)

	Over 8 

Errors
	7 - 8

Errors
	5 - 6 

Errors
	3 - 4

Errors
	1 -2 

Errors
	Free of 

Errors
	

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	____

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	III.
Evaluation of  IEP Lesson

	None Evaluated
	Evaluated 1-2
	Evaluated 3-4 
	Evaluated 5-6
	Evaluated 7
	Evaluated 8 or more
	

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	____

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Total Score
	____


· Please evaluate this IEP lesson using the following questionnaire:

	Please respond to the following items:
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	1. I found the lesson to be informative.
	
	
	
	
	

	2. I found the Internet activities useful and interesting.
	
	
	
	
	

	3. I spent 2 ½ hours or less on this lesson.
	
	
	
	
	

	4. I spent more than 2 ½ hours on this lesson.
	
	
	
	
	

	5. I realize the connection of this activity to my teaching.
	
	
	
	
	

	6. I can write a CTE IEP for a student in my class.
	
	
	
	
	

	7. I know why we need to know about IEPs.
	
	
	
	
	

	8. I enjoyed the lesson.
	
	
	
	
	


Step 4 – Wrapping it Up

Please bring to class  the following:

1. Your 2 – 3 page paper answering the questions on page 2.

2. The rubric found on page 5.

3. Your Partial IEP on Ima Sample. (page 4)

4. Your filled-out questionnaire on evaluating the lesson (found on page 6) Please be honest (even brutally).  This is the first time I have used this lesson in this manner.

