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Kids Domain Web Evaluation

Resource: Safe Surfing

Section: Message Boards & Chatrooms: Rules, Etiquette, and More

URL: http://www.kidsdomain.com/features/safesurf/msg_chat.html
This section of the website could be useful in the classroom because it could help teachers teach their students about how they should behave when in a chat room or participating in a message board.  AIM and other instant message programs are certainly more popular right now than actual chat rooms.  However, many children and young adults still use them, and more and more message boards are popping up on different sites.  By teaching students how to safely, legally, and respectfully use these sources, teachers will be offering them a chance to interact with people from all over the United States and the world without worrying about getting in trouble or putting themselves in harms’ way.  Included are general tips for use, such as “do not give out your personal information on message boards” (always important) and “when quoting someone, only use the portion of the quote that’s absolutely necessary.”  Following the general tips are more specified areas.  One idea that caught my interest was to “lurk before you leap.”  Observing the behaviors of the others in a chat room or on a message board can really help a person to know how the room works and how to interact with others.  In a classroom, I think that a teacher should come up with a simpler format of this page to share with children then discuss the issues and how they will affect the children’s use of the internet.
Resource: Computers: Inside & Out

Section: Lesson 10: Computer Care & Safety

URL: http://www.kidsdomain.com/brain/computer/lesson/comp_les10.html
Again, I believe that this lesson is more appropriate for educating teachers than for teaching students.  By reading the tips listed here, teachers may be more prepared to instruct their students about how to take care of classroom and school computers as well as their home computers.  This part of the website may be very useful, actually, because so many people just have no idea how to take care of their computers properly.  Many times, we simply do things out of ignorance which end up messing up our system, and we surely do not want that to happen in the classroom.  We have barely enough instruction time as it is.  This lesson also comes with two worksheets to go through after reading the information.  Some areas discussed are physically keeping the computer clean (avoiding contact with foods and beverages, dusting/vacuuming it, etc.), warnings about the possibility of shock and the benefits of surge protectors, and how to try to avoid viruses.  One area that interested me was the fact that one is not supposed to load everything at once onto a computer.  Instead, they should load one game or program and then wait to see if the computer is compatible.  I had never thought about this, but it could be quite helpful.
Resource: Computer Toolbox
Section: Downloads—Ages 8 & Up—Kidspiration 
URL: http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/kidspiration.html
I really like this resource.  The downloads page includes many different programs for children and adults for which one can read reviews and download free trials.  The Kidspiration page includes information about the possibilities of the program for helping with beginning idea organization.  I love the idea that kids can begin by using pictures to organize their ideas and then move on to actual text.  It is great to have a resource like this where we can go to get information about different programs available and actually test them out to see if they are worth buying.  Kidspiration could be used for simply organizing ideas in a class discussion or individual brainstorming to prepare for a project or writing.  I like also that it gives grade levels of students that would most likely benefit from the program, as well as subject areas.  In order to get the demo, however, a teacher must fill out a form with a great deal of personal information.  It seems to me that this website is pretty reliable, however, so that would not be too much of a big deal.
