PSY 674
Study Guide 3.1
A.  Special conditions affecting stimulus control
1. What is the difference between verbal responses called “objective, valid, true, or correct,” and those called “subjective, prejudiced, biased, or wishful”?  (p. 147)
2. Describe how Greenspoon’s experiment illustrated how generalized conditioned reinforcement may be used to strengthen particular verbal responses (pp. 148-149)
3. Explain how special measures of generalized reinforcement can lead to the following distorted tacts: (a) overestimation of the size of a fish the speaker caught; (b) exaggerations of battles and heroic acts, (c) fiction writing by an author.

4. What process might account for a speaker’s confession under a threat? (p. 150)

B.  Non generalized reinforcement

5. Distinguish between pure and impure tacts.  Give and example of each. (p. 151)

6. Describe and give examples of the 2 main kinds of positive consequences (non-generalized reinforcement) that can distort stimulus control of the tact. (pp. 151-159).
7. Why can’t the listener’s emotional response explain the reinforcement of a mand? (p. 154)
8. Describe the likely process by which verbal stimuli might eventually become effective in poetry? (p. 154-155)
9. What is “belief? What kinds of events seem to control tacts such as “They believe…”? How might beliefs be heightened? (p. 159-161)

10. How is stimulus summation (or the “piling up” of stimuli) sometimes used in verbal behavior? (p. 161)

C.  Reinforcement from effects upon the speaker himself

11. Give some reasons why people talk to themselves.  Why is such verbal behavior often highly idiosyncratic? (p. 163-165)

12. Describe the main points regarding self-reinforced behavior and its distortions. (pp. 164-165).

D.  Punishment

1. How does Skinner describe the process of punishment? (p. 166)
2. Describe some of the effects of punishment on verbal behavior (pp. 167-168).

E.  The reader

1. An important analysis of reading appears on pp. 169-170.  Distinguish textual responses from nontextual responses by the reader.  What is the “short-circuiting” that is referred to in this section?

2. When a person responds appropriately to written stimuli, textual responses sometimes occur and sometimes do not.  Explain why and give examples of each case (pp. 169-170).

3. Explain why it is generally more difficult for a reader to understand the “poem” on than it is for someone listening to the poem (p.170).

Objectives:

Describe how generalized reinforcement may distort tacts.
Describe the two ways in which nongeneralized reinforcement from the behavior of the listener can distort tacts.
Describe how reinforcement from effects upon the speaker can distort tacts.

Distinguish between textual and nontextual responses of a reader.
