PSY 674

Study Guide 4.5
A. Verbal behavior and human culture
1. What role does verbal behavior play in group coordination? (p. 432)
2. Consider, what contingencies might give rise to and maintain verbal behavior in a culture?  (p. 432-433)

B. Covert verbal behavior
1. Explain the remark: “Once a speaker becomes a listener, the stage is set for a drama in which one man plays several roles.” (p. 433)
2. Give an example that appears to illustrate that covert verbal behavior is sometimes like overt verbal behavior, only on a smaller scale (p. 434)
3. Explain the difficulties in assuming that covert behavior is always executed by the muscular apparatus responsible for the overt form. (pp. 434-435)

4. Why does verbal behavior become covert? (pp. 435-436)
5. What is some evidence that avoidance of punishment is a more likely explanation than mere convenience for covert behavior? (p. 436-437)

6. Why doesn’t Skinner consider learning, memory, discrimination generalization, abstraction, and reasoning covert or overt behavior? (p. 437-438)

C. Speaker as own listener

1. Why may the writer be productive for long periods of time with little or no apparent contribution from the external verbal community? (p. 439)

2. Why is it that when people talk to themselves, either aloud of silently, they are excellent listeners? (p. 438-439)

3. Discuss soliloquy and verbal fantasy in terms of verbal self-stimulation.  Why is this behavior not very practical? (p. 439)

4. Cite some practical benefits of self-echoic, self-intraverbal, self-textual, self-mand, self-tact, self-instruction. (p. 440-441)

5. Why might self-mands be expected to extinguish?  Why don’t they?  (p. 440)
6. Discuss, with examples, how: (a) verbal self-stimulation is reinforced in problem solving (p. 442), (b) verbal self-supplementation plays a role in decision making (p. 442-443), and (c) rationalizing is reinforced. (p. 443),
7. How are the ethical terms, “ought” and “should” identified with contingencies of reinforcement and punishment? (p 443)
8. What is a resolution and how can it be made more effective? (p. 444)

9. When is self-stimulation verbal and when is it not (according to the revised definition of verbal behavior). (pp. 445-446)

10. How does verbal behavior make it possible to “think about” one property of nature at a time (p. 448 and see p. 109)

11. Why is covert verbal behavior more conspicuous than other covert behavior (p. 448)

D. Thought as behavior

1. What is the simplest view of thought? (p. 449)

2. Can we study the thoughts of treat people, both of the past and present?  (p. 449-452)

Objectives
Describe what can happen when speaker and listener repertoires occur within the same individual.

Describe some practical benefits i.e., automatic reinforcement of thinking (self mands, self tacts, self echoics, etc.)

Describe why verbal behavior may become covert

Describe how covert verbal behavior may be reinforced in decision making, problem solving, and rationalization

Describe how Skinner views thinking and the advantages of this approach

