Multiple Causation

Identify the multiple sources of audience control in the following:
· Multiple audiences: You are giving a talk in front of behavior analysts and parents with no behavioral training.  In describing the effects of extinction, you say "You have to withhold the reinforcement so that behavior will gradually stop."

· Multiple audiences: A parent comments about the weather when a child enters the room says, “It’s hotter than heck outside.”

· Satire: Printed article reports:

Poor pulling Canada down the drain.  By Statz Stinx 

VANCOUVER • Findings in a new Phaser Institute study suggest it might be time to stop feeling sorry for the poor and start getting angry at them. The report claims that the underclass are not only responsible for creating the country's crushing debt, they are also dragging down the average standard of living of each and every Canadian. 

Institute director Michael (Sky) Walker stated, "Our sophistic macro-economic research shows that if poor people were rich, they would contribute more to national economic output and increase government revenues." 

http://www.nationalpost.8m.com/

· Allegory: The Lord of the Rings: an allegory of the PhD? By Dave Pritchard

The story starts with Frodo: a young hobbit, quite bright, a bit dissatisfied with what he's learnt so far and with his mates back home who just seem to want to get jobs and settle down and drink beer. He's also very much in awe of his tutor and mentor, the very senior professor Gandalf, so when Gandalf suggests he take on a short project for him (carrying the Ring to Rivendell), he agrees....
http://danny.oz.au/danny/humour/phd_lotr.html

Identify the multiple sources of control in the following euphemism and impure tact:

· You are talking about someone who has died, and when someone who knew the person walks up, you say "When they passed away..."

· You are talking positively about a musical performance you just heard when the lead singer (who you know and like) walks by.  You say, "They were great, except for that singer."

Definitions:

Main thematic source – the primary variable controlling the response, e.g., nonverbal or verbal stimuli occasioning a tact or intraverbal.

Secondary thematic source – second variable contributing to the form of the response.

Thematic source of strength – intraverbal relation

Formal source of strength– echoic relation

Example:  New cooking show dishes out the laughs.  Main thematic source of dishes out – variables controlling responses: generate, produce.  Secondary source, intraverbal relation with cooking.
Example:  Oodles of noodles. Main thematic source – variables controlling response: many, lots.  Secondary source, formal (echoic relation with noodles).   Pit and the Pendulum.  Main thematic source, variables controlling response: hole, pit, chasm.  Secondary source, formal (echoic relation with P in pendulum). 
Identify the multiple sources of control in the following puns.  When doing so, identify the main thematic source of strength and the secondary source of strength.  Is the secondary source of strength thematic or formal?
· "I hear that strangers are living your basement. Of course, these are only roomers."

· Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?

· An advertisement reads: Vinyl is final.

· The cemetery is dead-ahead. 

· To write with a broken pencil is pointless. 
(From:  http://www.punsgalore.com/)
· Our eggs are unbeatable
· Sanka coffee leaves no grounds for complaint
· Crunch and munch 
· You don't need television to get the picture.

· Hamlet "Whose grave's this"

Gravedigger: "Mine, sir"

Hamlet: "I think it is yours, indeed, for you lie in it"

Gravedigger: "You lie out of it, sire, and therefore 'tis not yours.  For my part, I do not lie in it, and yet it is mine"

Hamlet:  "You do lie in it, to be in it and say it is yours.  'Tis for the dead, not the quick; therefore you lie."   
Quoted in N. Peterson, An Introduction to Verbal Behavior.  
