	PSY 6740 Verbal Behavior

Fall 2007


Instructor: Dr. Cynthia Pietras
Meeting Time & Location: T, R 3:30 – 4:45 pm, 2908 Wood Hall
Office Hours: Tues, 2:00 pm -3:00 pm, Wed, 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment
Email: cynthia.pietras@wmich.edu
Course Objectives
The goal of this course is to provide an overview of the radical-behavioral approach to verbal behavior based on the analyses of B.F. Skinner.  The course will:
· Identify some important differences between traditional and behavior-analytic approaches to verbal behavior 
· Examine the elementary verbal operants described by Skinner  
· Survey some empirical research stemming from Skinner’s analyses
· Examine some conceptual extensions and critiques of Skinner’s approach
· Explore how the behavior-analytic approach has been extended to complex verbal processes, including private events, rule-governed behavior, thinking, and scientific behavior
Text & Materials – VB is available at the Bernhard Center Bookstore; the coursepack is at the University Bookstore. 
1. Skinner, B.F. (1957). Verbal Behavior.   
2. Coursepack 
3. Online study-guides/objectives and exercises 

Format

This seminar will follow a discussion format. Within-class assignments and lectures may also be scheduled periodically.  Typically, you will be given sets of study-guide questions designed to guide your reading of Verbal Behavior.  These questions, which you will be able to download from http://homepages.wmich.edu/~cpietras/psy674.htm, will provide the basis for our class discussions, so you should come to class prepared to discuss your answers along with the readings.  It is recommended that you read the VB material more than once to improve your understanding of the material.  We will often read several research articles along with the primary reading.  For most additional readings, you will be asked to prepare a discussion question (marked by a D on the sylllabus) that will be turned in for credit.  There will also be exercises posted online that go along with the readings.  You should complete these on your own, then check your responses with those posted online or discussed in class. These exercises are designed to improve your understanding of the material and give your practice for exam questions.
Grading

Your grade in the course will be determined by (a) class participation (34%, 170 pts), (b) your performance on unit exams (32%, 160 pts), and (c) your research proposal (34%, 170 pts).  The grading scale will be:
1. 450-500 (A)

2. 425-449 (BA)

3. 400-424 (B)

4. 375-399 (CB)

Class participation

Your contribution to class discussions and within-class assignments (85 pts), as well as your discussion questions (17 @ 5 pts) (85 pts), will determine your class participation grade.   A maximum of 170 points may be earned for class participation.  Poor attendance can negatively affect your participation grade.  Here are some general guidelines for the grading of class participation: 
1. (A).  Earned by students who actively and consistently engage in class discussions, are rarely absent, frequently initiate discussions, always come to class well-prepared, make a considerable effort to complete assignments and exercises, prepare thoughtful discussion questions when assigned, and demonstrate that they have carefully read and evaluated the assigned material.
2. (BA).  Earned by students who regularly engage in class discussions, have few absences, initiate discussions, are well-prepared, reliably complete class assignments, prepare good discussion questions, and demonstrate that they have thoroughly read and evaluated the assigned material.

3. (B).  Earned by students who often engage in class discussions, have few absences, are prepared to discuss materials, complete exercises and assignments, prepare discussion questions, and demonstrate that they have read and evaluated reading the assigned material.
4. (CB).  Earned by students who intermittently participate in class discussions, attend most class periods, are adequately prepared for class, prepare discussion questions, and demonstrate that they have read the assigned materials

Unit Exams
In this class you will be encouraged to critically evaluate Skinner’s approach to verbal behavior.  However, as a student of behavior analysis there are key principles, concepts, and terms that you should be familiar with.  Thus, along with our study-guide discussion questions you will be given brief objectives that you must be able to respond to appropriately on the unit exams.  Four times during the course unit exams are scheduled to assess your understanding of the course material.  These will consist primarily of short-answer/essay questions.  There is no scheduled final exam.  During the final exam period, you will have the opportunity to re-take any one of these unit exams (although they will contain different questions than the original exams), provided that you have taken the original unit exam.  Exceptions to this will be made only at my discretion.  Unit Exams (4 x 40 points = 160 points):  

Research Proposal

As part of this course you will also write a short (7-10 page) research proposal on a topic related to verbal behavior.  The proposal (typed, double-spaced) should include a brief introduction, method, possible results and discussion, and should follow APA style.   Research proposals will be graded based on how well you demonstrate your understanding of the material, the quality (not quantity) of the literature review, the clarity of the rationale, the appropriateness of the methods, and your discussion of how the research would contribute to our understanding of verbal behavior.  A systematic replication that adds little to our knowledge of verbal behavior (i.e., replicating a study but changing the subject population) is not enough – be thoughtful and creative!  Come talk to me if you are having difficulties deciding on a topic.  You are encouraged to discuss topics with me early in the semester.  A 1-2 page detailed outline of the proposal (which should include the title, background, several relevant citations, general method, potential outcomes, and what this will tell us about verbal behavior, etc.) worth 20 points will be due in class Nov 9 (i.e., please don’t turn in an outline with 1. Introduction, 2. method etc.).  The more detailed your outline is, the more feedback I can provide.  The proposal is due by 5:00 pm Dec 8.  Please turn in a paper copy- (not an electronic one).  Research Proposals (20+150 = 170 points):  
Academic Misconduct

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Graduate Catalog that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. [The policies can be found at www.www.wmich.edu/catalog under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
Equal Opportunity in Education

The instructor is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with documented physical or learning disabilities.  Students with documented disabilities should contact me during the first week of class to discuss appropriate accommodations to ensure equity in grading, classroom experiences, and outside assignments.    

SYLLABUS
VB = Verbal Behavior, CP = Coursepack, Online = access through WMU’s e-journal subscription

E= Complete online exercises, D= generate a discussion question 
	Date
	Reading

	Sept. 4
	· CP Palmer, D.C. (2000). Chomsky’s nativism: A critical review. The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 17, 39-50.
· CP Palmer, D.C. (2000). Chomsky’s nativism reconsidered.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 17, 51-56. 

	Sept 6
	· VB Chpt. 1 & Two Personal Epilogues II (p 456-460) E
· CP Andresen, J.T. (1992).  The behaviorist turn in recent theories of language.  Behavior and Philosophy, 20, 1-9.  D 

	Sept 11
	· VB Chpt. 2  E
· Online.  Michael, J. (1984).  Verbal Behavior.  Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 42, 363-376.

	Sept 13
	· VB Chpt. 3 pg. 35-45 E
· CP Michael, J. (1993).  Establishing operations.  The Behavior Analyst, 16, 191-206.

	Sept 18
	· CP Michael, J. (1988).  Establishing operations and the mand.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 6, 3-9.

· CP Hall, G., & Sundberg, M. (1987).  Teaching mands by manipulating conditioned establishing operations.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 5, 41-53. D
· CP Sweeney-Kerwin, E.J., Carbone, V.J., O’Brien, L., Zecchin, G., & Janecky, M.N. (2007). Transferring control of the mand to the motivating operation in children with Autistm. The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 23, 89-102. D

	Sept 20
	· VB Chpt. 3 pg. 46-51 E

	Sept 25
	Unit 1 Exam

	Sept 27
	· VB Chpt. 4

· CP Michael, J.  (1982). Skinner’s elementary verbal relations: Some new categories.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 1, 1-3.
· CP Vaughan, M.E. & Michael, J.L. (1982). Automatic reinforcement: An important but ignored concept. Behaviorism, 10, 101-112.

	Oct 2
	· CP Yoon, S. & Feliciano, G.M. (2007). Stimulus-stimulus pairing and subsequent mand acquisition of children with various levels of verbal repertoires. The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 23, 3-16. D
· CP Partington, J.W., & Bailey, J.S. (1993).  Teaching intraverbal behavior to preschool children.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 11, 9-18. D

	Oct 4
	Class cancelled - MABA Conference

	Oct 9
	· VB Chpt. 5 pg. 81-129  E

	Oct 11
	· VB Chpt. 5 pg. 130-146

· CP Skinner, B.F. (1945). The operational analysis of psychological terms.  Psychological Review, 52, 270-277 [reprinted in B.F. Skinner (Ed.) (1999). Cumulative record. Definitive edition (pp. 416-430). Mass: Copley.]

	Oct 16
	· TBA
· CP Michael, J. (1985). Two kinds of verbal behavior plus a possible third.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 3, 1-4.

· For behavior pharmacologists, you may wish to look at:  Lubinski, D., & Thompson, T. (1993).  Species and individual differences in communication based on private states.  Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 16, 627-680, or Fischman, M.W., & Foltin, R. W. (1991) Utility of subjective-effects measurements in assessing abuse liability of drugs in humans, Addiction, 86,1563-1570.

	Oct 18
	Unit 2 Exam

	Oct 23
	· VB Chpt. 6

· Online.  De Freitas Ribeiro, A. (1989).  Correspondence in children’s self report: Tacting and manding aspects.  Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 51, 361-367. D
· CP  Glenn, S.S. (1983). Maladaptive functional relations in client verbal behavior.  The Behavior Analyst, 6, 47-56. D

	Oct 25
	· VB Chpt. 7

· CP Spradlin, J.E. (1985) Studying the effects of the audience on verbal behavior.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 3, 6-10. D
· CP Donley, C.R. &  Greer, R.D. (1993)  Setting events controlling social verbal exchanges between students with developmental delays, Journal of Behavioral Education, 3, 387-401. D
· CP Grant, L. (2007). The veils of Clio: dimensions of a behavioral narratology. The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 23, 57-69. D

	Oct 30
	· VB Chpt. 8 

· CP Petursdottir, A. I., Carr, J. E., & Michael, J.  (2005). Emergence of mands and tacts of novel objects among preschool children.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 21, 59-74. D
· Online.  Guess, D., & Baer, D.M.  (1973). An analysis of individual differences in generalization between receptive and productive language in retarded children.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 6, 311-329. D
·   For articles related to the second half of the chapter, you may wish to look at Leigland, S. (1996).  An experimental analysis of ongoing verbal behavior: Reinforcement, verbal operants, and superstitious behavior.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 13, 79-104, or for behavior pharmacologists, Ward, A.S., Kelly, T.H, Foltin, RW, & Fischman, M.W. (1997). Effects of d-amphetamine on task performance and social behavior of humans in a residential laboratory. Exp Clin Psychopharmacol. 5(2),130-6.   

	Nov 1
	· VB Chpt. 9  E

	Nov 6
	Unit 3 Exam

	Nov 8
	· VB Chpt. 12 

· CP Howard, J.S., & Rice, D. (1988).  Establishing a generalized autoclitic repertoire in preschool children.  The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, 6, 45-59. D

	Nov 13
	· VB Chpt. 13 E 
Recommended:  Start RFT tutorial for Nov. 20 class
Outline for research proposal due

	Nov 15
	· VB Chp. 14 – pgs. 357-367

· CP Schlinger, H. & Blakely, E. (1987). Function-altering effects of contingency –specifying stimuli. The Behavior Analyst, 10, 41-45. D
· CP Hayes, S.C.  Zettle, R.D., & Rosenfarb, I. (1989). Rule-following. In S. C. Hayes (Ed.), Rule-governed behavior: cognition, contingencies, and instructional control (pp. 191-220). New York: Plenum. D

	Nov 20
	· RFT tutorial at www.contextualpsychology.org/access_tutorial
· CP Hayes, S.C., & Hayes, L.J. (1992). Verbal relations and the evolution of behavior analysis. American Psychologist, 47, 1383-1395.

	Nov 22
	No Class – Happy Thanksgiving

	Nov 27
	· Online. Horne, P. J., & Lowe, C. F. (1996). On the origins of naming and other symbolic behavior. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 65, 185-241. 

· Online. One commentary TBA D

	Nov 29
	· VB Chpts. 18,19, &  Two personal epilogues: I. The validity of the author’s verbal behavior, pp. 453-456.

· CP Lee, V.L. (1985).  Scientific knowledge as rules that govern behavior.  The Psychological Record, 35, 183-192. D
· Online McCorquodale, K. (1969). B.F. Skinner’s Verbal Behavior: a retrospective appreciation. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 12, 831-841.

	Dec 4
	· CP Chomsky, N. (1959).  Review of Skinner’s Verbal Behavior.  Language, 35, 26-58.
· Online.  McCorquodale, K. (1970).  On Chomsky’s review of Skinner’s Verbal Behavior.  Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 13, 83-99.

	Dec 6
	Unit 4 Exam

	Dec 12
	Make-up Exam *** Note: class will be held at 12:30 pm *** Research Proposal due by 5:00 pm, please submit a hard copy and attach your original graded outline


