Hints for Learning Accounting 

· Come to class – every day unless you’re ill. Research has shown that attendance can improve a grade between 5 and 18%.
· Read the book before class. Go to the textbook website and look at the Power Points. Go to the instructor’s website and read the topic links.
· Learn basic definitions and concepts. Make flash cards with these and any formulas you might need. Index cards make good flash cards.
· Try the homework before class.
· Practice lots of problems. Do the ones in the textbook, use Connect to find variations of the ones we do in class as well as others in the book.
· Start any graded assignments early enough to get help. 
· Practice problems to the point you can do them without looking up how to solve them and can solve them on a piece of paper without using Connect’s help.
· When you can work a problem, try to figure out how the problem could be changed to ask something different or how it could be reworded. Think about how it could be changed into a conceptual multiple choice question.
· Study more than you think you need to. The recommendation is that you study three hours outside of class for every hour in class—that’s nine hours a week!
· Try to spread out your studying. A little bit every day will stay with you longer than one or two long cram sessions. Break up your studying by working for some time on accounting and then switching to another subject. All-nighters are rarely productive. Learn to budget your time. 
· Build points so you don’t have to stress out for the final. Studying for an exam should be a time for review, not a time to learn.
· Get those bonus points early. Don’t lose them.
· Keep up with class work and learn the material as we go through each chapter. Get help as soon as you have a question. I answer lots of emails or will talk to you during office hours. 
· Check Connect for any general messages (weather day, etc.). I do not have access to my website or at home, so I will put messages on Connect. Don’t expect an email because I don’t have an address for all my students and you don’t all use your Western accounts.
· It’s your responsibility to check on due dates for Connect assignments, team projects, and exams as well as to verify total points reported. I’ll stick to the syllabus unless we have a weather day. Get a calendar at the beginning of the term and record the dates of all assignments to be submitted and all exams.

Hints on taking tests
· Don’t look for patterns in the multiple choice answers. I don’t.
· If you have formulas you need to remember, write them down in a corner of your exam when you get it. Then, you’ll have them when you need them.
· Take a look at the whole exam before starting. Then start working on the problems you feel most comfortable with. 
· If you get stuck on a problem, stop working on that problem. Go to other problems and come back to it later.


· Remember—the competition for your future job isn’t just here in Michigan. The competition lives all around the world—and may be studying a lot longer and harder than you are.
