Week One, Chapters 1, 4 (pages 73-86) Study Outline

Explain the Following Sources of American Law


Constitution


Common Law


Case Law


Legislative Enactment
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Explain the Classification of Law


Civil Law


Criminal Law

Issues for Discussion:


Burden of Proof


Parallel Law Suits
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Explain what Stare Decisis means:
The US Constitution; a first look:
What is meant by separation of powers when we speak of the US Constitution?

What is a “federal” government?
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Key Terms to Understand:


Plaintiff


Defendant


Jurisdiction


Venue


Complaint and Answer
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Terms Continued:


Remedy



At Law



In Equity

Trial Court
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Terms Continued:


Appellate Court

Court of Record and Recorded Proceedings

Reported Decisions of Appellate Courts
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Questions for Class discussion

Why would U.S. Senators conducting a confirmation hearing for a prospective Supreme Court justice be asking the prospective justice questions regarding the justice’s interpretation of the concept of stare decisis, in light of the Roe vs. Wade case? (Roe vs. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 1973)

How does jurisdiction differ from venue, and which is more important? Why?

