Week Two, Chapters 3 (pages 45-69) and 5 Study and Review Slides, Slide 1
What are the powers and duties of American Courts?


Explain the following duties:


Settle disputes between parties



Civil Disputes



Criminal Prosecutions

Week 2 Slide 2

Define:


In Personam jurisdiction


Long Arm Statute


Minimum Contacts

Week 2, slide 3
Definitions continued


In Rem jurisdiction


Subject matter jurisdiction


Courts of general jurisdiction


Courts of limited jurisdiction


Original jurisdiction

Appellate jurisdiction

Week 2, slide 4

Concurrent Jurisdiction


Exclusive jurisdiction

Explain the jurisdiction of Federal Courts


What is a “Federal Question”?


What is “diversity jurisdiction”?

When are the following pretrial motions appropriate?


Judgment on the pleadings


Summary Judgment
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What is “discovery” in a civil case?

Why is it important?

Explain the following types of discovery and note who may be compelled to answer them:


Deposition


Interrogatories


Motions to produce or examine
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Explain the following steps in a civil trial:


Jury Selection, Voir Dire

 burden and standard of proof

order of proofs


Post trial motions


Appeal

What is a “Federal Government”?

Week 2, slide 7

Define “shared Sovereignty” and contrast delegated powers with reserved powers

What is meant by the phrase “checks and balances” when applied to our Federal government?
Week Two, Slide 8
Where does the U.S. Congress get the authority to regulate commerce?
What is the difference between intrastate commerce and interstate commerce?

Can Congress regulate intrastate commerce?


When?


Why?
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Heart of Atlanta Motel v U.S., 379 U.S. 241 (1964) and the Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964

What was the issue?

How did the Supreme Court rule?
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Read the case of  Marbury v Madison  (go to University Libraries on the University Homepage, go to “L” in the alphabetical index, open Lexus Nexus Academic, open the “Legal” tab , select  “Federal and State Cases”, under “case name” type in “Marbury” as plaintiff and “Madison” as defendant, click “Search” and read the case).

What are the key facts, and the outcome of Marbury v Madison?

What is “judicial review”, and what role did Marbury have in the advent of the doctrine?
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What does “Constitutionality” mean?

To what branch or branches of government can judicial review and the test of constitutionality be applied?

Contrast judicial activism with strict construction

What is the “supremacy clause” and what does it mean?
Week Two, Slide 12
Questions for class discussion:
The United States Congress passed legislation called the “Gun Free School Zone Act”, making it a Federal crime (a felony) to possess a firearm in a school zone. Lopez was convicted of violating the Act by possessing a pistol in a school zone. Lopez appealed his conviction to the U.S. Supreme Court (United States v Lopez, 514 U.S. 549 (1995)).
How did the Supreme Court rule?

On what Constitutional grounds, and what test did the Court apply?

In the case of Granholm v. Heald,  544 U.S. 460 (2005) what state imposed regulation was Michigan attempting to defend?

How did the state justify the regulation?

What did the Supreme Court rule?

On what aspect of the Commerce Clause did the Court rely? 
What, if anything remains of states rights after Heart of Atlanta and Granholm v Heald, 544 U.S. 460 (2005)?

