Law 3800

Sample Exam Questions, 1st Exam
Fall 2011

Roger lives in Michigan. He sees an advertisement on his local television station advertising discount tires. The ad gives a website to order tires; the website is for a company whose operations are located in Illinois. Roger goes on line and orders four new tires. He provides the tire company with accurate information regarding the make, model and wheel size of his car. The company ships four tires to Roger, who has them installed at a local repair shop.  He goes on vacation to Utah, and visits Zion Canyon. On the drive home from Utah to Michigan, one of Roger’s brand new tires fails catastrophically in South Dakota, causing Roger to loose control of his car and crash. Roger is seriously injured. Roger retains an attorney, who retains an expert to examine the tire that failed, and the remaining three tires. The expert determines that the discount tire company sold Roger tires that each had a manufacturing defect, causing the one tire to fail as it did.


Roger decides to file a lawsuit against the tire company. Roger’s car is destroyed, and his medical bills exceed $80,000 so Roger seeks $100,000 in damages.

1. Where can Roger file his lawsuit, and why?

a. In a Michigan state court under the Michigan long Arm Statute.

b. In a South Dakota state court, based upon diversity jurisdiction.

c. In a Federal District Court in Utah, based upon diversity jurisdiction.

d. Roger may file in any of the above courts, his choice.

e. None of the above.


Roger files a civil complaint in the correct court. The tire company files its answer to the complaint with the court. The tire company seeks to have Roger’s suit dismissed before trial, alleging that Roger has filed his suit in a court that lacks the legal authority to decide this type of dispute.

2. The tire company is raising which of the following legal issues?

a. Jurisdiction.

b. Venue.

c.  Summary Judgment.

d. Appellate Jurisdiction.

e. None of the above.


The court denies Tire Company’s request, and sets the matter for trial. Tire Company’s attorney wants to know what Roger’s expert will testify to at trial, and the basis for his opinion about the tires and their alleged defect.

3. Which of the following statement is correct about Tire Company’s attorney’s options?

a. He will have to wait until trial and cross examine Roger’s expert.

b. He can require Roger’s expert to respond to interrogatories and/or participate in a deposition.

c. He can require Roger’s expert to respond to interrogatories.

d. All of the above.

e. None of the Above.


In his answer to Roger’s complaint, Tire Company admits the facts as Roger has stated them are correct, but asks the Court to dismiss Roger’s lawsuit as a matter of law.

4. Which of the following statements is correct with regard to Tire Dealer’s request to the Court?

a. It is called a “summary judgment motion” and the Tire Company is alleging that there is no genuine dispute of fact in the case.

b. It is called a “motion for Judgment on the pleadings” and Tire Company is alleging that there is no genuine dispute of facts in the case.

c. It is called a Quantum Merit Motion.

d. Both b and c.


The court denies Tire Company’s motion, and again sets the case for trial. Before the trial begins, both Roger’s attorney and Tire Company’s attorney are allowed to ask prospective jurors questions about their qualifications to serve as jurors. In response to questioning by Tire Company’s attorney, a juror admits that he was fired from Tire Company and wouldn’t believe a thing Tire Company’s witnesses said. Tire Company’s attorney asks the Court to excuse the juror from service on the jury.

5. This is called:

a. Part of the Voir Dire process.

b. And a challenge for Cause.

c. And a peremptory challenge.

d. Both a and b.

e. Both a and c.

