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Disability versus Handicap

· World Health Organization (WHO) definitions

· Disability – “any restriction or lack (resulting from impairment) of ability to perform an activity…within the range considered normal for a human being (intrinsic to individual)

· Handicap – “a disadvantage for a given individual, resulting from an impairment or disability, that limits or prevents the fulfillment of a role that is normal for that individual” (normal is a matter of age, sex, and cultural factors) (extrinsic)

Medical vs. Social Models of Disability

· Medical Model – Disability is…

· A physical condition

· Makes person different from normal

· Medical community is responsible for trying to treat or cure

(adapted from http://rockethics.psu.edu/disability)

Medical vs. Social Models (cont.)

· Social Model – Disability is…


“Social discrimination that limits opportunities of persons of difference… [and] results only when physical difference is not accommodated by society” (Koch, 2005)


Disability caused by societal discrimination, and it is the responsibility of the community to limit discrimination

History of Special Education

· Victor and Jean-Marc-Gaspard Itard (1799)

· “Victory over the savage beast within”

· Wild Boy of Aveyron

· Gaspard – father of special education

Special Education in the US: 
Landmark Legislation

· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973)

· Guarantees civil rights to people with disabilities

· Requires accommodations in communities

· PL 94-142 (EHA) (1975)

· Guarantees a free and appropriate education in the least restrictive environment
· PL 99-456 (EHA reauthorized) (1986)

· Provides services for infants and toddlers

Landmark Legislation (cont.)

· PL 101-476 (IDEA) (1990)

· Added autism and TBI as categories

· Added transition plans

· PL 101-336 (ADA) (1990)

· Barred discrimination in employment, transportation, public accommodations, and telecommunications

Landmark Legislation (cont.)

· PL 105-17 (IDEA reauthorized) (1997)

· Added ADHD to other health impairments

· Added Functional Behavioral Assessments & Behavior Intervention Plans

· PL 107-110 (ESEA-No Child Left Behind) (2001)

· Requires that all school children participate in state and district testing

· Called for 100% proficiency of all students in reading and math by 2012

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997

1. Autism

2. Deafness

3. Hearing Impairment

4. Multiple Disabilities

5. Other Health Impairments

6. Speech and Language Impairment

7. Blindness/Visual Impairment

8.  Emotional Disturbance

9. Mental Retardation

10. Orthopedic Impairment

11. Specific Learning Disability

12.Traumatic Brain Injury

12. Deaf/blindness

Guiding Principles in Special Education

· Normalization

· Free and Appropriate Education = Individual Education Plan

· Least Restrictive Environment

· Appropriate Evaluations (Assessments)

