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Important Documents to Read!!

· It is critical that you go to the CEC webpage and read the Appendix to the Final Comments on the Regulations

· www.cec.sped.org/cec.bn/cec_comments.html
· www.ldonline.org - another nice resource

What is a Learning Disability?

· Unexpected underachievement in some area of academic skill (e.g., reading)

· Students with learning disabilities perform significantly worse than their same age peers on academic tasks

· Old definition—discrepancy between ability and academic achievement

What are Learning Disabilities?

· Exclusion Clause – not caused by a visual, hearing, or motor impairment; mental retardation, emotional disturbance, cultural factors, limited English proficiency, or environmental or economic disadvantage

What are the areas of 
Learning Disabilities?

· Oral expression

· Listening comprehension

· Written expression

· Basic reading skill

· Reading comprehension

· Mathematics calculation

· Mathematics reasoning

How are Learning 
Disabilities Identified?

· IDEA ‘97 – through the discrepancy model

· IDEA 2004 – Response to Intervention model 

What are Scientific, Research-Based Interventions?

· Clearly described interventions that have been demonstrated through empirical-research to be effective at addressing the specific learning problem of the student

· Interventions must be carried out with integrity (as planned)

· Progress must be monitored continuously

· Data must be analyzed and changes in interventions must be made as needed

Scientific, Research-Based Interventions (cont.)

· Must be of sufficient intensity to address problem

· Delivered by qualified personnel

· Clearly address the student’s needs

· Written documentation describing the intervention will be provided to parents and professionals

Why has the LD eligibility criteria been changed?

· 20+ years of documentation of serious flaws in the discrepancy model

· Example:  The discrepancy model has been shown to be unreliable – some students are incorrectly identified as LD, and others are not identified who should be

Problems with Norm-Referenced Assessment in LD Eligibility Determination

· Technically inadequate in regards to validity, reliability, & norms

· Poor content validity

· Examiners using tests equally

· Poor overlap with curriculum

· Irrelevance for instructional planning

· Indirect assessment of skills (multiple choice)

· Fluency not considered

· Inadequacy of the pre-post test design to evaluate change

Problems (cont.)

· Cost

· 2300 to instruct, 3000 to assess

· Limited use of data in team decision making

· Legal trends/Need for alternative assessment model

· nonbiased assessment

Alternatives to Norm-Referenced Assessment?

· CBM
(Deno, 1985/1986; Fuchs, Deno, & Mirkin, 1984)

· Developed for pupil progress decisions

· Use of local norms allows for operationalizing expected levels of performance

· Emphasizes long-term monitoring with respect to progress towards terminal goals

· Utilizes production type responses

· Continuity of the data-base across decisions (screening, progress monitoring, program evaluation)

· Substantiated technical adequacy

Learning Disabilities - History

· April 6, 1963 – coined term “learning disabilities” 

· Marianne Frostig – Instruction to improve visual perceptual performance

· Idea – Students with LD may have visual perceptional problems – improve these skills and reading performance will improve

· Discredited by research, including Hammill & Larsen (Direct Instruction)

Concerns Regarding Special Education Services for Students with LD

· Size – 6% of all school children identified as having LD; 50% of those identifed as eligible for special education

· Cost – roughly costs twice as much to educate a child with disability

· Misidentification

Signs of Learning Disabilities, p. 121

· BEWARE!! Many of the social and behavior indicators listed do not indicate that children have learning disabilities

· Problem with signs – not able to measure, internal characteristics that do not account for home or school variables

· Examples, Behavioral style: Hyperactive, unmotivated, dependent, disorganized

· Examples, Social:  Immature, socially unacceptable, victimized, rejected, naïve, shy, withdrawn, insecure

Strategies to Assist Children with Learning Disabilities

· Social Competency Interventions

· Peer-mediated interventions, student-initiated, teacher-managed strategies

· Problem Solving and Thinking Skills, p. 132 – story maps

· Classifying, Chunking, Association, Sequencing

· Strategies to Improve Organizational Skills

· Example – organizing routines

Postsecondary Education Options for Students with LD

· Only 63% of students with LD graduate

· Six percent of undergrads today report having a learning disability

Accomodations for College Students with LD

· Extended time for exams

· Alternative exam format

· Alternative access to oral and written materials

· Tutors

· Readers, classroom notetakers, scribes

· Registration assistance

· Textbooks on tapes

· Course waivers

· Adaptive equipment (speech synthesizers)

· Notes from instructors

How to Assist Students to Succeed in College

· Select the right college

· Select the right major

· Assist with the development of organizational and study strategies
