Multicultural and Bilingual Education

Federal Classification System: Race and Ethnicity Date

· 1. Asian

· 2. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

· 3. Hispanic or Latino

· 4. American Indian/Alaska Native

· 5. White (non-Hispanic)

· Required to take effect no later than January 2003.

Multicultural Education

    Supports and extends culture, equity, and democracy.

· An ambiguous concept that deals with issues of race, language, social class, and culture, as well as disability and gender. 

· Also, viewed as an education strategy wherein the cultural heritage of each child is valued.  (Gargiulo, 2003)

Bilingual Education

· An educational approach whereby students whose first language is not English are instructed primarily through their native language while developing competency and proficiency in English.

Bilingual Special Education

· Strategy whereby a pupil’s home language and culture is used along with English in an individually designed program of instruction (Gargiulo, 2003)

Cultural vs. 
Linguistic Diversity

· Culturally diverse – students who are from backgrounds who are different from the American mainstream (Western European)

· English Language Learners – native language is not English

Representation in Special Education/Gifted Ed

· Rueda et al., in press – “…the percentage of children and youth served from different ethnic groups served by special education and education of the gifted should generally reflect the prevalence of those groups in the general population

· Mediating Factors:  Poverty, Parental Education, Employment Opportunities

Prevalence

· 2000 census data for the general population:  

· 69.5% White

· 12.5% Hispanic

· 12.1% Black

· 3.7% Asian/Pacific Islanders

· 0.7% Native Americans

· 2% identified as blended Americans

Prevalence

· Annual Report to Congress IDEA (2001) – Percent of Students ages 6 to 21 identified as having a disability:

· 62.9% White

· 13.7% Hispanic

· 20.3% Black

· 1.8% Asian/Pacific Islanders

· 1.3% Native Americans

Most Troubling Data

· 20% of all students identified as LD were African American; 16.6 % were Hispanic

· 34.2% of all student identified as MR were African American

· 27.3% of all students identified as ED were African American

· Table 3.1 in text book

Contributing Factors

· Poverty-Diversity does not cause poverty

· 50% of all children serve by IDEA are eligible for Title 1

· Parental Education

· Employment/Finances of Parents

· Mobility-fractured education, high risk for health care problems

· Discrimination/Bias/Nonresponsiveness

Prevention

· Education and training of staff

· Adequate support services in schools

· Head Start

· High Quality Childcare

· Health Care Access

Language Disorder vs. Language Difference

· Speech or language impairment occurs in both English and child’s native language

· 20% of US school children do not use English at home

Nondiscriminatory Testing (IDEA)

Assessment materials and procedures must:


not be discriminatory on a racial or cultural bias


be administered in the child’s native language 


measure whether a child has a disability and not the child’s English proficiency


include a variety of assessment tools


be administered by trained and knowledgeable personnel

Fostering Culturally Responsive Classrooms

1. Post welcome signs in public areas in every language of school’s community

2. Provide home-school communications in preferred language of home

3.Assign literature from students’ first cultures

4. Provide opportunities for students from the same racial/ethnic/language group to work and study together

5. Recruit community leaders to serve as translators at important school events

6.  Seek out family and community members to be partners in instruction

