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Course Description:
This course is an introduction into the field of media and telecommunications. Special attention 
is given to four sectors of the media and telecommunications fields, including: broadcasting, cable, telephony and the Internet.  The course surveys the history and development of these technologies 
as well as management & operations, law & regulations, programming strategies and social effects.

This course is also designed to help students gain a greater appreciation for how select media and telecommunication technologies work; how they are organized and how such products and services impact social attitudes and personal lifestyle.  
Required Text:
Joseph R. Dominick, Fritz Messere, Barry L. Sherman,  Broadcasting, Cable, the Internet
 and Beyond, 6th Edition, (New York, McGraw-Hill, 2008).

Power Point Presentations:

A course pack containing power point slides will be available for purchase at the campus bookstore.

Evaluation:
There will be four exams.  Each exam will be worth 25% of your final grade.  
Attendance:

Very simply.  Attendance makes a difference...  You are permitted two excused absences – 
no questions asked.  Please use your excused absences carefully.  Save them for personal or 

professional obligations.  Any additional absences may result in a lowering of your final grade.  
Missed classes become especially important later in the semester for purposes of establishing 

extra credit.  There will be 4 attendance checks throughout the semester.  RG

COURSE OUTLINE AND READING                  

___________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Times








Reading:
                                                    

Week of:

___________________________________________________________________________

May 4

RADIO COMMUNICATION 




Ch.1











 pp. 6-15



Telegraphy and Wireless Communication




Five Radio Pioneers





Guglielmo Marconi





Reginald Fessenden





Lee DeForest





Nathan B. Stubblefield





Edwin Howard Armstrong
             




Regulating the Broadcast Air Waves




Radio Acts of 1912, 1927



Communications Act of 1934




Broadcasting and the Public Interest

May 6

RADIO COMMUNICATION II.




Ch. 1









                         pp. 15-20



Early Radio Programming




Station KDKA




The Formation of RCA

The NBC Radio / TV Network





David Sarnoff




The CBS Radio / TV Network





William Paley

May 11
FROM RADIO TO TELEVISION




Early Developments in Television





Vladimir Zworkyn





Philo Farnsworth




Delay of Television: Television Freeze




Television Programming and its Effect on Radio

The CBS News Tradition





Edward R. Murrow





Walter Cronkite





60 Minutes and Don Hewitt




CBS Primetime Entertainment



A Spotlight on Two Television Classics





Lucille Ball, I Love Lucy





M*A*S*H

________________________________________ End of Unit I.

May 13 
CABLE TELEVISION and DIGITAL MEDIA


Ch. 2.











pp. 29-38



Early Developments in Cable Television




HBO and CNN: Redefining Television Programming




Ted Turner






Cable's Effect on Broadcast Television
_________________________

May 18 
EXAM I.
_________________________

May 18
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY and INNOVATION



Sony: Walkman, CD and Playstation





Akio Morita, Norio Ohga and Ken Kutaragi



Apple: MacIntosh Computer, Pixar and iPod





Steve Jobs





Diffusion of Innovation Theory









         Please do the following reading:

                                                                               Ted Turner
             





                   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ted_Turner






       Steve Jobs
                         http://www.time.com/time/specials/2007/article/0,28804,1733748_1733758_1736089,00.html






      http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF8uR6Z6KLc

                                                                        Akio Morita

          http://www.time.com/time/time100/builder/profile/morita.html






        Ken Kutaragi
                                    



       
              http://www.answers.com/topic/ken-kutaragi
May 20
TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION









Early Developments in Telephone Technology

Alexander Graham Bell          




The Formation of AT&T





Theodore Vail




Bell Telephone Labs, Inventing the Transistor





John Bardeen, Walter Brattain and William Shockley




The Divestiture of AT&T








      Please do the following reading:

http://www.att.com/history/inventing.html
http://www.att.com/history/
http://www.pbs.org/transistor/album1/addlbios/vail.html
http://www.att.com/history/history4.html
____________________________________

May 25           MEMORIAL DAY RECESS

____________________________________
May 27
THE INTERNET






Ch. 2., 
pp. 39-46





Arpanet


       Please do the following reading:



Brief History of the Internet                     http://www.ibiblio.org/pioneers/lee.html
The Internet / World Wide Web    




Tim Berners Lee
       http://www.ibiblio.org/pioneers/andreesen.html




Marc Andreesen



Search Engines and Portals




Internet Applications





Electronic Commerce 




Social Networking Theory

________________________________________ End of Unit II.

_________________________

June 1

EXAM II.

_________________________

June 1

TELECOMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT


Ch. 5












pp. 103-127
 




The Broadcast Industry Structure








Television Networks





Program Distributors





Network Affiliates





Independent Television Stations





Public Broadcasting





The Advertisers

June 3

TELECOMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT II.   

Ch. 6











pp. 129-148




The Cable Industry Structure





Cable Operators





Program Distributors




The Telephone Industry Structure




What is a Common Carrier?





Traditional Wireline Carriers




Cellular Telephone Service Providers





Satellite Communications

June 8

THE ELECTROMAGNETIC SPECTRUM


Ch. 3








                
 


pp. 48-58



Radio Waves






pp. 66-76



Frequency and
Wavelength




Bandwidth




From Analog to Digital Communication




The Future of Wireless Communication

June 10
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LAW & POLICY
 

Ch. 10











pp. 227-244



Why Regulate?












The Federal Communications Commission




Powers of Enforcement




First Amendment




Intellectual Property
________________________________________ End of Unit III.

_________________________

June 15
EXAM III.

_________________________

June 15
BROADCAST/CABLE PROGRAMMING 


Ch. 9

   

and BUSINESS STRATEGY




pp. 207-210











pp. 217-222



Principles of Television Programming               




Syndication and Distribution Strategies




The Role of Advertising

Audience Research

The Role of Technology and Changes  
 in Television Viewing Habits           
June 17
JOURNALISM & ELECTRONIC MEDIA


Ch. 9,13



News Reporting and Government



pp. 196-207



The First Amendment





pp. 301-304



Traditional News Models




News Writing and the Editorial Process




Gatekeeping and Agenda Setting Issues   




News and Public Affairs




The Changing Journalism Field

June 22
THE SOCIAL USE OF MEDIA & TELECOM.


Ch. 13














pp. 287-301



Theories of Media Effects




pp. 305-309




Hypodermic Needle SR Theory





Reinforcement Theory





Cultivation Theory

Television and Internet Media Violence




Advertising and Social Image




Communication Technology





Convergence and Multimedia





Decentralization

________________________________________ End of Unit IV.

_________________________

June 24
EXAM IV.

_________________________

Grading Scale:

93-100
A

70-75
C



87- 92
B/A

65-69
D/C



82- 86
B

60-64
D

76- 81
C/B

  -59
E
Academic Integrity:
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. 
The policies can be found at www.www.wmich.edu/catalog under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
(The Code of Honor passed by the Faculty Senate in November 2004 and administration in December 2004, can also be found at www.www.wmich.edu/catalog.)
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