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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the meaning, scope and challenge of “free expression" in the American experience.  Beginning with the historical and philosophical roots of the U.S. Constitution 
and the First Amendment, we will critically examine how the courts, writers, politicians,
artists and social activists have interpreted and applied these rights to a number of controversial issues. Topics will include prior restraint, political and social commentary, artistic expression, symbolic speech, obscenity and the news media and the judiciary. Another goal of this course

is to examine the deeper and richer question; what does it mean to be an American?

REQUIRED READINGS AND MATERIALS
Readings
There will be two sets of readings for this class.  The first is a coursepack containing

a collection of eight readings from different books and journals under a heading entitled: Freedom of Expression (Com. 3070) Select Readings.  They will be made available for purchase from Cognella Press.  Ordering information will be provided on the course
website.
The second set of readings will be available directly on-line via the Internet for your use

Course Pack - Power Point Presentations
A Com. 3070 course pack containing power point slides will be available for purchase at 
the WMU campus bookstore.  It will be available under the heading 

Freedom of Expression (Com. 3070) Course Notes
COURSE OUTLINE AND READING

Week of:

I.
THE AMERICAN POLITICAL TRADITION

Sept.  7.
The American Revolutionary War: Causes and Consequences

Sept.  9.

· The Causes

· Lexington and Concord
· 3rd Continental Congress
· The Declaration of Independence
· Battle of Yorktown
Sept.  14.
American Political Thought
· John Adams

· Thomas Jefferson


· Alexander Hamilton

· Benjamin Franklin
· Federalists v. Democratic Republicans


Sept.  16.
The U.S. Constitution 
· Constitutional Beginnings
· James Madison

· Separation of Powers

· The Bill of Rights
· 1st Amendment and Due Process
Sept.  21.
 The First Amendment
Sept.  23.

· The Press

· News Media and the 4th Estate

· Prior Restraint

· John Peter Zenger

· Implied Rights

____________________________ End of Unit I.

Sept.  30.
EXAM II.
Thursday
II.
PRESERVING, DEFENDING AND 
CHALLENGING THE 1ST AMENDMENT

Sept.  28
The Politics of Expression I.

· Political Dissent is Not Absolute
· The Alien Sedition Act of 1798
· Freedom of Speech and the Antislavery Cause
· Reverend Elijah Lovejoy

· William Lloyd Garrison

· Cassius Marcellus Clay

· Espionage Act of 1917

· Schenk v. U.S., 1919
· Clear and Present Danger Standard
· Alien Registration Act (Smith Act), 1940
Oct.  5.

The Politics of Expression II. 

Oct.  7. 

· McCarthyism (Red Scare Period) 1951-1954
· Democratic Convention, Chicago, 1969
· Kent State Shootings, 1970
· N.Y. Times v. U.S., (Pentagon Papers) 1971

· Watergate, 1974
· U.S.A. Patriot Act, 2001
Oct. 12.
Symbolic Speech
· United States v. O'Brien, 1968

· Burning Military Draft Cards

· Brandenburg v. Ohio, 1969
· Texas v. Johnson, 1989

· Burning the U.S. Flag

Oct. 14.
Hate Speech
· Chaplinksi v. New Hampshire, 1942

· Fighting Words Doctrine
· The March on Skokie, IL.,1977

· Freedom to Assemble
· Doe v. The University of Michigan, 1989

· Political Correctness and University Speech Codes
· RAV. v. The City of St. Paul, MN, 1992
· St. Paul Bias Motivated Crime Ordinance
· The Duke University Rape Case, 2007
· Political Correctness and Due Process

Oct. 19.
Obscenity and Indecency
· Defining Obscenity and Indecency
· Roth v. U.S., 1957

· Obscenity  Deserves No Constitutional Protection

· Miller v. California, 1973


· Test for Determining Obscene Material

· Indecency in the Arts

· FCC v. Pacifica Broadcasting, (7 Dirty Words Case), 1975  

· Indecent language on the airwaves
· Reno v. ACLU, 1997
· Obscenity on the Internet
____________________________ End of Unit II.

Oct. 21.
EXAM II.
Thursday
III.
    NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE AND RESPONSIBILITY

Oct. 26.
The News Media and Due Process

· News Media Coverage and Due Process

· State of N.J. v. Richard Bruno Hauptman
· The Lindbergh Case

· Sheppard v. Maxwell
· State of California v. O.J. Simpson

· The Debbie Almontaser Case
Oct. 28

News Reporter’s Privilege and Responsibility
· What is Contempt of Court
· Reporter’s Privilege

· Shield Laws

· Branzburg v. Hayes, 1972
· Caldwell v. U.S., 1972
· The Valerie Plame Affair

· Freedom of Information Act
IV.
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: 

FROM SUPERHEROES TO EVERYDAY HEROES
Nov. 2

Symbolism and the Hero’s Journey
Nov. 4

· The Hero of a Thousand Faces

· The Call to Action

· The Hero’s Journey

· The Role of Super Heroes and Myth

· The Tale of Superman

· Star Wars Legacy

Nov. 9

Civic Engagement: Everyday Heroes 
Nov.  11
· Everyday Heroes: 5 Great American Tales

· The NYC Firemen of 911

· U.S. Women’s World Cup Soccer

· Apollo Space Mission to the Moon

· Freedom Writers

· Miracle on Ice, 1980 Olympic Winter Games
· Civic Engagement, Redford, Lions for Lambs, (F)
Nov. 16
Rites and Rituals: Remembering the Fallen

· Shrines and Monuments

· Maya Lin, the Vietnam Memorial

· Military Honors

· Taking Chance (F)

· World Trade Center Memorial

· Proposed Islamic Mosque and Community Ctr.

____________________________ End of Units’ III & IV.
Nov. 18.
EXAM III.
Thursday
Nov. 23
The Miracle on Ice Presentation
____________________________

 Thanksgiving Break, Nov. 25-28
____________________________________

Nov. 30
Political, Social and Artistic Commentary I.

· Musicians and Writers

· Bob Dylan
· Gordon Lightfoot

· Painters / Illustrators

· Norman Rockwell

· RC Gorman

· Sabra Field

· Steven Holland

Dec. 2

Political and Social Commentary II.

Dec. 7

· Political Satire

· Early Political Cartoons

· The Wit and Wisdom of Will Rogers

· Political Cartoonists

· Herb Block
· Gary Trudeau

· Gary Larson

· Political Satire and Commentary

· Jon Stewart
· Steven Colbert

· Bill Maher

· Saturday Night Live

· Political Satire and Film
· Gary Ross, Ivan Reitman, 
· Dave (F)
Dec. 9

American Political Discourse
Presidential Addresses

· Franklin Roosevelt
· John Kennedy
· Martin Luther King

· Ronald Reagan
· Bill Clinton
· Barak Obama 

____________________________ End of Unit V.

Dec. 16.
EXAM IV.
2:45PM-4:45PM 
Evaluation:
There will be four exams.  Each exam is worth 25% of your final grade

Attendance:

Very simply.  Attendance makes a difference...  You are permitted two excused absences – 

no questions asked.  Please use your excused absences carefully for personal and professional

commitments.  There will be 5 attendance checks throughout the semester.  Each attendance check is worth 2 pts. added to your total point score.  After the third missed attendance, 
I will deduct 4 pts., thereafter, for each missed absence from class.  Missed classes become especially important later in the semester for purposes of gauging one’s overall performance.  

________________________________________

Grading Scale:

93-100
A

70-75
C



87- 92
B/A

65-69
D/C



82- 86
B

60-64
D

76- 81
C/B

  -59
E

________________________________________
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