Freedom of Expression (Com. 3070)
: Select Readings
School of Communication

Western Michigan University

Richard A. Gershon, Ph.D., Instructor

Week of:

Title of Readings
Sept.  7, 9
The American Revolutionary War: 



Boston, 1774: Available at:



http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/chronicle_boston1774.html


A. L. Langguth, “Independence – 1776,” in Patriots: The Men Who 
Started the American Revolution. (New York: Touchstone, 1988). pp. 352-365.
Philadelphia, 1776: Available at:

http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/chronicle_philadelphia1776.html
Declaration of Independence, Available at:

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/     

Sept. 14
American Political Thought
Thomas Jefferson, Biographical Sketch, Available at:

http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/tjefferson.html
and

John Adams, Available at:

http://www.hbo.com/films/johnadams/
Sept. 16
The U.S. Constitution


Wayne Overbeck & Genelle Belmas, “The Legacy of Freedom,” in 

Major Principles of Media Law, 2010 Ed. (Boston, MA: Wadsworth, 2010). 
pp. 33-60.
Available at:

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
Sept.  21, 23
 The First Amendment
 Available at:

http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/about.aspx?item=about_firstamd

Matthew Bunker, “Classical First Amendment Theory,” in Critiquing Free Speech. (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2001). pp. 1-17.
Sept.  28
The Politics of Expression I.

The Alien & Sedition Act of 1798, Available at:

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/milestones/sedition/


Elijah Lovejoy, Available at: 

http://www.he.net/~altonweb/history/lovejoy/


William Lloyd Garrison, Available at: 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1561.html


Cassius M. Clay, Available at:

http://www.ket.org/Trips/whitehall/clay_1.htm
Peter Irons, “Falsely Shouting Fire in a Theatre,” in  A People’s History of 
the Supreme Court. (New York: Viking, Penguin Group, 1999).  pp.265-281.



Schenk v. United States, Available at: 
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=249&invol=47
Oct.   5, 7
The Politics of Expression II. 

McCarthyism (Red Scare Period) 1951-1954, Available at:

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAmccarthyism.htm
Democratic Convention, Chicago 1968, Available at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Democratic_National_Convention
(read up through Protests and Police Response)

Kent State Shootings, 1970, Available at:

http://dept.kent.edu/May4/chrono.html
Ben Bradley, “Pentagon Papers,” in A Good Life, Newspapering and Other 
Adventures. (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995). pp. 310-323.

Watergate and the Resignation of President Richard Nixon, Available at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/
(Parts 1-4).

Oct. 12.
Symbolic Speech
United States v. O'Brien, 1968, Available at:

http://www.oyez.org/cases/1960-1969/1967/1967_232/
Brandenburg v. Ohio, 1969, Available at:

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=395&invol=444
Texas v. Johnson, 1989, Available at:



http://www.oyez.org/cases/1980-1989/1988/1988_88_155/


and



http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=491&invol=397
Oct. 14

Hate Speech
Chaplinksi v. New Hampshire, 1942, Fighting Words Doctrine, Available at:
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=315&invol=568
Philippa Strum, “We are Coming,” (Ch.1) and “The Price of Battle,” (Ch. 6) 

in When the Nazis Came to Skokie. (Lawrence, KA: University Press 



Steven Heyman, “Hate Speech,” in Free Speech and Human Dignity. 

(New Haven, CN: Yale University Press, 2008). pp. 164-183.

Doe v. The University of Michigan, 1989 Univ. Speech Codes, Available at:

http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/speech/pubcollege/topic.aspx?topic=campus_speech_codes


Stuart Taylor and K.C. Johnson, “The Defense Fights Back,” (Ch. 7) and 

“The Conspiracy Unravels,” (Ch. 20) in Until Proven Innocent (New York: 
Thomas Dunn Books, 2007). pp. 90-102 and 301-316.
Oct. 19.
Obscenity and Indecency
Roth v. U.S., 1957, Available at: 

http://www.oyez.org/cases/1950-1959/1956/1956_582/
Miller v. California, 1973, Miller Test, Available at:

http://www.oyez.org/cases/1970-1979/1971/1971_70_73/
FCC v. Pacifica Broadcasting, 1978, 7 Dirty Words Case, Available at:
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cgi-bin/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=438&invol=726
Reno v. ACLU, 1997, Available at:



http://www.oyez.org/cases/1990-1999/1996/1996_96_511/


and



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_Decency_Act
Oct. 26.
The News Media and Due Process

State of N.J. v. Richard Bruno Hauptman, Available at:

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/Hauptmann/Hauptmann.htm
Sheppard v. Maxwell, Available at:

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/sheppard/samsheppardtrial.html
State of California v. O.J. Simpson, Available at:

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/Simpson/simpson.htm
The Debbie Almontaser Case, Available at:

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/09/02/debbie-almontaser-ex-arab_n_275215.html
and

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jim-luce/department-of-ed-discrimi_b_498667.html
Oct. 28

News Reporter’s Privilege and Responsibility


TBD

Nov. 2, 4
Symbolism and the Hero’s Journey


Available at:



http://www.skepticfiles.org/atheist2/hero.htm


The Tale of Superman, Available at:


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superman


and


http://www.usatoday.com/life/books/news/2008-08-25-superman-creators_N.htm
Nov. 9

Civic Engagement: Everyday Heroes: 5 Great American Tales
The Events of 911 and NYC Firemen , Available at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
and
http://www.september11news.com/FDNYFireman.htm
Women’s 1999 World Cup Soccer Finals: US v. China, Available at: 
http://www.ussoccer.com/About/History/US-Soccer-as-Host/1999-FIFA-Womens-World-Cup.aspx
and

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/soccer/world/1999/womens_worldcup/news/1999/07/23/out_of_this_world/index.html
Apollo 11 Space Mission to the Moon, Available at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_11#Mission_highlights
and

http://www.panoramas.dk/moon/mission-apollo.html
- Walter Cronkite on the Landing, Available at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwaA-hbvYF8&feature=fvw
Freedom Writers, Available at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Writers
and

http://www.chasingthefrog.com/reelfaces/freedomwriters.php
Miracle on Ice, Available at:
http://proicehockey.about.com/cs/history/a/miracle_on_ice.htm
Nov. 16
Rites and Rituals: Remembering the Fallen

Arlington National Cemetery, Available at:

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org/historical_information/arlington_house.html
Vietnam Memorial, Maya Lin, Available at:

http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/lin/index.html
and

http://www.essortment.com/all/vietnamveteran_reoi.htm
Dec. 9

American Political Discourse
Franklin Roosevelt, Available at :



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/32_f_roosevelt/index.html


and 

Declaration of War Speech Before U.S. Congress



http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/fdrpearlharbor.htm


John Kennedy, Available at:



http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/jk35.html


and


Inaugural Address



http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/jfkinaugural.htm


and 

Cuban Missile Crisis



http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/jfkcubanmissilecrisis.html
Martin Luther King, Available at:

http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-bio.html
and

I Have a Dream Speech , March on Washington, DC
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEMXaTktUfA
I’ve Been to the Mountaintop Speech, Memphis, TN

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkivebeentothemountaintop.htm


Ronald Reagan, Available at:



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/40_reagan/index.html


and 
Space Shuttle Challenger Disaster Address



http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ronaldreaganchallenger.htm


and 

Inaugural Address



http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ronaldreagandfirstinaugural.html


Bill Clinton, Available at:



http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/bc42.html


and



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/42_clinton/index.html


and 
Oklahoma City Bombing Address



http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/wjcoklahomabombingspeech.htm


Barack Obama, Available at:



http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/president-obama


and



http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/27531033


and 



Democratic Acceptance Speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZCrIeRkMhA
and

Election Night Victory Speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfHbw3n0EIM&feature=player_embedded
