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	Richard A. Gershon, Ph.D.

Western Michigan University

School of Communication

1903 West Michigan Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008

Tel. (269) 387-3182 (Office)

Email: Richard.Gershon@wmich.edu
Web Site: http://homepages.wmich.edu/~gershon/
Office Hours: Tues. 2:30-5:00PM                                                                                                                       Sprau Tower, 324


Course Description:
This course examines the important political, social and scientific events that have shaped 
America's more recent history beginning the early 20th century and continuing with September 11th, 
the war in Iraq and beyond. Special attention is given to the role of the news media as a chronicler 
of those events as well as an important force that shapes the American political process. 
We operate with a basic premise that in order to understand the present; you must first understand the past.  As philosopher George Santayana writes, “Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”  This course will include a number of in-depth profiles that examine the lives of famous American and international figures that have contributed to the political, cultural and social landscape of the 20th and 21st centuries.
Required Readings
We will use a series of on-line readings from the New York Times, NPR  and USA Today 

as part of our weekly readings.  Available at: http://www.nytimes.com/   http://www.npr.org/
and http://www.usatoday.com/
Power Point Presentations:

A course pack containing power point slides will be available for purchase at the campus bookstore.

Evaluation:
There will be four exams.  Each exam will be worth 25% of your final grade.  
Attendance:

Very simply.  Attendance makes a difference...  You are permitted two excused absences – 
no questions asked.  Please use your excused absences carefully.  Save them for personal or 

professional obligations.  Any additional absences may result in a lowering of your final grade.  
Missed classes become especially important later in the semester for purposes of establishing 

extra credit.  There will be 4 attendance checks throughout the semester.  RG

Course Outline

Meeting Times

I. 
THE NEWS MEDIA AND THE LESSONS OF WAR

July 7

World War I. (1914-1918) 




War in Europe: Causes and Consequences



World War I. and its aftermath
The Roaring 20's 



The Great Depression (1929-1941)
July 12

World War II. (1939-1945) 

The Rise of Hitler and the 3rd Reich




Invasion of Poland, France




Pearl Harbor: Japan Attacks the U.S.



The World at War



Normandy Invasion
The Allied Drive to Victory




The Atomic Bomb and its aftermath

News Profile





Newspaper Journalist: Ernie Pyle

July 14

The 1950s, Korea and the Post War Years
America Moves Forward




McDonald’s and Levittown, Long Island




Rebuilding Europe and Asia




The Korean War




The Red Scare and McCarthyism




News Profile

Broadcast Journalist: Edward R. Murrow

· What are the responsibilities and obligations of the war correspondent?

· What has changed in terms of methods, strategies and technology for 

covering armed conflict around the world?
________________

July 19

Exam I.
________________

II. 
SCIENCE, POLITICS AND ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENT

July 19

The Turbulent 60’s: Vietnam (Part I.)
Lyndon Johnson and the Great Society




The Vietnam War
Background and Struggle for Independence

Ho Chi Minh

America’s Commitment

U.S. Policy and Decision-making

Protesting the War
July 21

The Turbulent 60’s: Civil Rights (Part II.)



Civil Rights v. Civil Liberties





Brown v. Board of Education




The Plight of Black America in the ‘60s




The Montgomery Bus Boycott




Martin Luther King, USA





Civil Rights Act of 1964

Nelson Mandela, South Africa


Overcoming Apartheid in South Africa

July 26

The President and the Press




Profiling the Relationship Between President’s




John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon and the Media




The Kennedy / Nixon TV Debate




John Kennedy





Inauguration Speech

The Cuban Missile Crisis





The Assassination of John Kennedy




Richard Nixon





The Checkers Speech





The Pentagon Papers





Watergate

News Profiles:





Bob Woodward & Carl Bernstein





Katharine Graham





Walter Cronkite

July 28.
Journalism and Digital Media: Changing the Way We Cover News



Challenges Facing the American Newspaper




Five Recommended Strategies for Reinventing the Newspaper


The News Media and American Achievement

American Spaceflight 




NASA and The Apollo Space Mission

Landing a Man on the Moon



The U.S. Olympic Men’s Hockey Team, 1980




and Do You Believe in Miracles?


Aug. 2.

Political Summits and Diplomacy




The Purpose of Political Summits



The United Nations




North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)




World Trade Organization (WTO)




The Group of Eight (G8) 

· What is investigative journalism?

· How has the relationship between the President and the news media
changed over time? 
· What are the tasks and responsibilities of the specialized journalist?
________________

Aug. 2.

***  Com. 4440 Projects Due ***
Aug. 4.

Exam II.

________________

III. INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Aug. 9.

Israel and the Middle East

Israel Becomes a Country



Zionism



David Ben Gurion

The Arab/Israeli Conflict

The Palestinians: Rival Claims to the Land



The Meaning of Jerusalem



Relations with Egypt, Lebanon and Syria



Anwar Sadat
Opportunities for Peace

Israel Today: Current Political Landscape

Aug. 11.
Russia and the Fall of Communism
The Communist Model


From the Soviet Union to Modern Day Russia


Mikhail Gorbachev




Perestroika and Glasnost



Boris Yeltsin



The Fall of the Berlin War



The New Russian Republic

Vladimir Putin

Dmitry Medvedev
Russia Today

Aug. 16.
China and its Emergent Business Economy


China in the 20th Century



China after W.W. II.



Mao Tse Tung




Great Leap Forward




Cultural Revolution



The Transformation of China



Deng Xiaoping 



Tienneman Square



Balancing Politics and Business



The Beijing Olympics

Hu Jintao
· How will the field of journalism adapt to changes in readership

demographics and technology?
· How will technologies like the Internet and E-readers transform
the coverage and delivery of news stories?

________________

Aug. 18
Exam III.

________________

Grading Scale:

93-100
A

70-75
C



87- 92
B/A

65-69
D/C



82- 86
B

60-64
D

76- 81
C/B

  -59
E
Academic Integrity:
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. 
The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=13&navoid=451#stud_acad_cond
under Student Academic Conduct. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
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