__________________________________________________
NEWS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS: COM. 4440
The GEO Interviews
__________________________________________________
As a journalist writing for GEO Magazine, you have an opportunity to conduct an 

exclusive interview with (or about) ____ .  The person you select can either be living or 
dead.  If it is an interview with a living person, then it should be entitled as: 


A GEO Exclusive Interview with   ex.  Steven King  
If it is a feature article about a deceased person, then it should be entitled as:


A GEO Retrospective Look at the Life and Times
 of   ex.  Benjamin Franklin
This project represents an opportunity to become intimately familiar with someone who
you have long admired or been interested in knowing more about.  The possibilities are 

endless.  The only requirement is that you have a genuine interest (or enthusiasm) in 

learning more about this person and a willingness to explore...
A good journalist needs two critical skills.  The first is a willingness to dig and obtain

information from a variety of sources.  This presupposes reading everything in the way

of existing literature, including (books, articles, special publications and Internet web

sites).

The second skill is the ability to take the said information and make it interesting, 
entertaining and accessible to the average reader.   The bottom line is make it fun and 
interesting…
Please select a person from the suggested list below and provide a 8-10 page article
(double spaced). The proposed article should not exceed 10 pages in length (excluding 
endnotes).  In your research, please include a minimum of 10 separate sources.  Please 
limit yourself to no more than six sources (or 60% source material taken directly from 
the Internet). This is not to say that you can’t obtain citations directly from the net.
PROJECT DUE DATE

Setting descriptions will be due 
Projects will be due 
Projects will not be accepted after that time.
TOPIC SELECTION

The following is a partial list of persons that you may want to consider.


Bill Clinton



Rosa Parks


Benjamin Franklin


Charles Lindbergh


Walt Disney                            Madelyn Albright

Michael Jordan


Bill Gates
                        Bob Dylan

Ty Cobb



Jim Thorpe


Toni Morrison

Bill Russell



Tiger Woods
                        Jim Brown

Peggy Fleming


Chuck Yeager                         Jerry Seinfeld

Thomas Jefferson


Paul McCartney                      Vince Lombardi

Alicia Keys



Robert E. Lee                          Winston Churchill

Martin Luther King


Paul Newman                          Pablo Picasso

Harry Truman



Johnny Unitas                         Thomas Edison

Neil Armstrong


Abraham Lincoln

Lucille Ball

Hillary Clinton


Jackie Robinson                      Mikhail Gorbachev 

Walter Cronkite


Jay-Z (Shawn Corey Carter) 
Ernie Pyle

James Taylor



Steven King


John Kennedy

Oprah Winfrey


Dan Rather


Bobby Knight

Sally Ride



David Sarnoff

Ernest Hemingway


Edward R. Murrow 

Franklin D. Roosevelt


Meryl Streep

Joe DiMaggio



Vincent van Gogh 

Robert Redford


Nelson Mandela


Eleanor Roosevelt


Margaret Sanger

Margaret Thatcher


Philo Farnsworth

            Frank Lloyd Wright


David Beckham


Ansel Adams



Ronald Reagan

Bruce Springsteen


Michael Jordon

Albert Einstein


Tony Blair



No more than one person can work on any given person.  If you have a specific person 
that you really want to research (and that does not appear on this list) please see me ASAP.
ORGANIZATION

The feature article should be divided into five parts, including:

I.     Opening Sequence
II.    A Brief Biographical Overview

III.   Major Accomplishments/Highlights

IV.   Challenges and Difficulties
V.    Future / Legacy
A FEW THINGS ABOUT FEATURE WRITING
Some things to consider:

     1.
     Describe the setting where the interview is taking place.

     2.
     Describe the person up close -- personality style

3.       First, try and capture the spirit or essence of the person. What motivates
      (or motivated) the person to accomplish the things that they did?
     4.
     Does this person have any heroes or demons?

     5.         Describe something about the person that is not generally known.

     6.        What is this person’s legacy (i.e. impact on others)? – if applicable
TITLE PAGE
The title page should contain the following:

-- line 15 –




A GEO Exclusive Interview with _____  
J.L. Stevens 

-- line  40 -- 

News & Public Affairs (4440)
School of Communication
1903 W. Michigan Ave.
Western Michigan University

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
EVALUATION

The evaluation of your technical briefing paper will be based on two criteria:

1. quality of information: including  literature review, research effort etc.

2. technical execution: quality of presentation, writing mechanics etc. 
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