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Course Description and Outline   


This course provides an overview of the essential legal, regulatory and policy issues governing
the fields of media and telecommunications.  Special attention is given to such topics as 
1st Amendment, libel, intellectual property, media ownership and privacy.  A case study approach will be used for the purpose of understanding legal precedent.    

Required Reading and Materials

1) Kent Middleton and William Lee, The Law of Public Communication 
    8th Ed., Publisher: Pearson, Allyn & Bacon

2) Richard A. Gershon, Com. 5410 Course Pack, including a full set of power point slides.
The Com. 5410 course pack is available at the WMU bookstore.  

3) A set of additional on-line readings will be featured in this course.

4) A three ring binder with section tabs for 10 units.
 COURSE OUTLINE and PRESENTATIONS
___________________________________________________________________________________

Week of:









     


___________________________________________________________________________________

Jan.  11
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION AND THE LAW




















The Sources of Law




Constitutional Law

Statutory Law

Administrative Law

Common Law




The Goals of the Constitution





Stare Decisis and Legal Precedent 



The U.S. Legal System




Criminal vs. Civil Law

Jan.  18.
THE FIRST AMENDMENT 


      
     





The First Amendment & Implied Rights


      





Political and Social Expression




Clear and Present Danger Test





Schenk v. U.S.




Prior Restraint






Near v. Minnesota





N.Y. Times v U.S. (Pentagon Papers)



Symbolic Speech




U.S. v. O'Brien





Texas v. Johnson




Advertising





Bates v. State Bar of Arizona





Virginia Board of Pharmacy v. Virginia Citizens Consumer Council

Jan. 25

LIBEL





     
      
    

Feb  1














Libel & Slander Defined




     




Plaintiff's Burden of Proof









N.Y. Times Actual Malice Standard




Absolute and Qualified Privileges




Protection for Opinion








N.Y. Times v. Sullivan 





Gertz v. Welch





Herbert v. Landow





Westmoreland v. CBS




Defamation on the Internet  


Feb. 8.

OBSCENITY  & INDECENCY



         




Tuesday
















Defining Obscenity











Pornography and Violence




Zoning and Display Laws





Roth v. U.S.





Ginsburg v. State of N.Y.





Miller v. California









FCC v. Pacifica




The Internet and the First Amendment

________________________________________________________________________

End of Unit I.
_________________________________
Feb. 10
EXAM I.

Thursday

_________________________________
Feb.   15
PRIVACY  
Private Facts





       
Cox Broadcasting v. Cohn




False Light







Cantrell v. Forest City Publishing








Appropriation





Brown v. Electronic Arts




Emotional Distress and Personal Injury





Hustler Magazine v. Falwell





The Duke University Rape Case
Feb.   22

Intrusion & Trespass


Permitted Surveillance


Electronic Privacy Invasion
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
U.S.A. Patriot Act


Feb. 24
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND ANTITRUST LAW
Thursday
Sherman Antitrust Act

Understanding Antitrust Issues

1. Price Fixing and Collusion

2. Predatory Pricing

3. Unscrupulous Dealmaking

Tying Arrangements

Exclusive Contract

4. Insider Trading

5. Deceptive Accounting Practices

6. Failures in Corporate Governance

United States v. Microsoft Corporation    


             Media Convergence Issues




Corporate Ethics   





The Case of WorldCom, Inc. 


***  SPRING BREAK *** (February 28th – March 4th)
Mar    8
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY    

Mar    10















Copyright




Notice and Registration




Adaptation, Distribution, Performance & Display




Broadcast Distribution




Fair Use Doctrine




Digital Rights Management





Harper & Row Publishers v. Nation Enterprises





Universal Studios et al. v. Sony Corporation of America





A& M Records et. al. v. Napster Inc.





MGM v. Grokster

________________________________________________________________________

End of Unit II.
____________________________
Mar. 17
EXAM II.

Thursday
____________________________
Mar. 22
BROADCAST LAW & POLICY I.



Administrative Law


        

 



The Federal Communications Commission





Policy and Decision-making

Regulation v. Deregulation




Broadcast Regulation: Historical Foundations                  







The Communications Act of 1934





Principle of Spectrum Scarcity





Broadcasting and the Public Interest





Ascertaining Community Needs






WLBT Case Study
_________________________________________

Mar. 24
LEGAL BRIEF PROJECTS DUE

Thursday
_________________________________________

Mar. 24
BROADCAST LAW & POLICY II.









Fairness and Personal Attack











Red Lion Broadcasting v. FCC





WHAR-AM, WTVH





Syracuse Peace Council v. FCC




Regulation of Political Broadcasts (Sec. 315)




The Telecommunications Act of 1996





Broadcast Ownership Rules   
_________________________________________
Mar. 29
MOOT COURT
Tuesday
Mar. 31
MOOT COURT PRESENTATION

Thursday

Apr.  5

CABLE TELEVISION











Cable Regulation (overview)       









Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984           







Cable Consumer Protection Act of 1992





U.S. v. Southwestern Cable





Home Box Office v. FCC





The Telecommunications Act of 1996




 Retransmission Consent





Turner Broadcasting v. FCC






NCTA v. Brand X. Internet Services
Apr. 12
TELEPHONY

  

The Evolution of the U.S. Telephone Industry                                                                                                                  



Defining Basic v. Enhanced Telephone Service


Deregulating the U.S. Telephone Industry





United States v. AT&T (Divestiture Case Study)

Apr. 19
INTERNET



Internet and the 1st Amendment




Communications Decency Act (Case Study)






ACLU v. Reno



Internet Privacy




Net Neutrality
________________________________________________________________________

End of Unit III.
____________________________
Monday April 25th 
2:45PM - 4:45PM
EXAM III.
____________________________
Attendance
Very simply . . .  Attendance makes a difference. . .  You are permitted two excused 
absences no questions asked.  Any additional absences may result in a lowering of your
final grade.  Please use your excused absences carefully.  They become especially 
important later in the semester when and if you have a family commitment or professional 
obligations.
Use of Laptop Computers

In addition to power point slides, taking good notes is essential in this class.  If using a laptop 

computer is helpful, I encourage you to do so.  However, if you use your laptop computer for 

any other purpose other than taking notes (and the occasional applied assignment), I will require

that you leave your computer at home for the duration of the class.  The rationale for this is simple.  Surfing the web (or checking email) during class is both unprofessional and disrespectful to both 

your peers as well as me.  I have every confidence that this won’t be an issue.

Evaluation

There will be three exams and a project assignment that will be given in class.   
The combination of exams and project are each worth 25% of your grade.  
Grading Scale
93-100
A

70-75
C



87- 92
B/A

65-69
D/C



82- 86
B

60-64
D

76- 81
C/B

  -59
E
Academic Integrity
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures
in the Undergraduate (pp. 268-270) [Graduate (pp. 24-26)]  Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity.  
These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, 
complicity and computer misuse.  If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 
dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You will be given the 
opportunity to review the charge(s).  If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity 
for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior 
to the submission of an assignment or test.




