UNDERSTANDING LEGAL CITATIONS
U.S. Supreme Court Decisions

Harper & Row Publishers Inc., v. Nation Enterprises 471 U.S. 539 (1985).
Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U. S. 436 (1966).
Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260 (1988).
MGM Studios, Inc. v. Grokster, Ltd. 545 U.S. 913 (2005).
U.S. Court of Appeals

Antonov v. County of Los Angeles Dep't of Pub. Soc. Servs., 103 F.3d 137 
             (9th Cir. 1996).

Chatchka  v. Soc'y for Concerned Citizens Interested in Equal., 69 F.3d 666 
             (5th Cir. 1996).

Cong. Fin. v. Commercial Tech., Inc., 74 F.3d 1253 (11th Cir. 1995).

Natural Res. Def. Council v. NRC, 216 F.3d 1180 (D.C. Cir. 2000).

Law Review Citations

David A. Strauss, Persuasion, Autonomy, and Freedom of Expression, 91 Columbia
            L. Rev. 334 (1991). 
Robert F. Nagel, How Useful is Judicial Review in Free Speech Cases?, 69 Cornell 
            L.    Rev. 302 (1984). 
Michael Pertschuk & Kenneth M. Davidson, What's Wrong With Conglomerate  

           Mergers?, 48 Fordham L. Rev. 1 (1979).

Legal Source Abbreviations:

U.S. 


United States Reports

S.Ct


Supreme Court Reporter

L. Ed.


Lawyers Edition - published by Lawyers Cooperative Publishing Co.

F


Federal Reporter

F. 2d


Federal Reporter,2d = second series

F.3d


Federal Reporter, 3d = third series

F. Supp.

Federal Supplement includes Federal District Court decisions

Med. L. Rep.

Media Law Reporter

Short form of citation

After the full citation has been listed at least once in a previous citation, or after the 
case has been discussed by name in the text, the case reference may be shortened by 
citing the name of one party. In picking that one name, never pick the name of a government (e.g., U.S., California, ...), never pick the name of a government official (e.g., Alberto Gonzalez) being sued in his official capacity as Attorney General).  
The general rule in civil cases is to pick the name of the plaintiff at the trial court level,  or person on appeal.  In criminal cases, one always uses the name of the defendant as 
the short name of the case. 

The short form of the citation has the following format:
Miranda, 384 U.S. at 441.

Using the term Supra.
The term “supra” refers to as above; or a citation listed earlier

Thus a case when first cited will be referenced in its entirety 

Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U. S. 436 (1966).
The next time the case might be cited as Miranda v. Arizona, Supra at 440.

UNDERSTANDING FEDERAL STATUTES AND REGULATIONS

Statutes are laws made by legislatures.  The federal government’s legislature 
is the United States Congress.  For example:
The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) 

P.L. No. 104-191, 110 Stat. 1938 (1996).
The Telecommunications Act of 1996

P.L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (1996).
Likewise, each state has its own legislature, such as the Michigan General Assembly. Many cities and counties also have legislatures.  In Michigan, these local legislatures are called city and county councils. The laws they create are called ordinances. 

Legislatures have the power to make laws because federal and state constitutions give them that right and because the citizens elect them to do so. 

Citation of Federal Statutes and Regulations

Statutory law or statute law is written law created by a legislature as opposed

to common law which is created by judicial ruling. Federal statutes may be published
in two formats: public and private laws and codified law. 

The term codified law refers to statutes that have been organized (or codified) by subject 
matter.  Codified law is published in a subject-arranged format in support of a larger statute.

A code section consists of the original law that created the code section and subsequent amendments integrated together. Statutes may be found by using the citation, the popular name, or by subject.  Example:
The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA)           Privacy and Security Rules 

For example, HIPPA is organized by a set of codes…

Codes =  systematically arranged and comprehensive collection of laws.

(i.e., How to apply HIPAA according to very specific circumstances and application)
Title: In the federal system and in some states, "title" is used to denote a collection 
of state or federal statutes by subject matter.  Each subject area is called a title 
(e.g. Title 20 is Education) and may encompass several volumes.  Title 11. is the U.S. Code for bankruptcy statutes (sometimes referred to as Chapter 11. for bankruptcy).                

Title is also used to denote a group of statutes within a larger set of statutes. 
Title IX (barring sexual discrimination in educational activities) of the Civil Rights Act,              for example, is actually located in Title 42 of the U.S. Code.

The general form for federal statutes and regulations is cited in the following format.   For example:

Children's Online Privacy and Protection Act of 1998, 15 USC § 6501 et seq. (2000). 

15 

 refers to title number

U.S.C.

 refers to United States Code

§ 

 refers to section number 

6501

refers to the page number in which the statute begins (in this case, p. 6501).

et seq.

refers to “and the sections following”

2000

refers to the year in which the act was enacted

Public Laws are issued as slip laws and then gathered into Statutes at Large 
(abbreviated Stat.).  The general form for public laws and regulations is cited in 

the following format.  For example:

Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56
Telecommunications Act of 1996
refers to the name of the law






(in this case, the Telecommunication Act. of  1996)

Pub. L. No.



refers to Public Law number

104-104,



indicates that the law was the 104th law enacted 

during the 104th Congress
110




volume number

Stats.




Statutes at large

56




refers to page number 
(in this case, p. 56).
