Please Read

Attached are my transcriptions of MacKay’s exercises 1-7. They use pretty close to the full phonetic alphabet (for English), but they’re intended mainly to cover the vowels and diphthongs. The target vowels and diphthongs should not cause any problems if you’ve learned the symbol/sound associations, but in addition to the sounds that are the main focus of the exercises some of the transcriptions require the use of symbols that we haven’t talked about much. There are really only a few symbols require much in the way of special attention – [, the syllabic /l/ in words like “table,” “candle,” and “bottle,” and the syllabic /n/ in words like “garden,” “wooden,” and “button.” We will spend time on these sounds in class, but we’re not there yet. I’ve noted these special cases next to my transcriptions. Take a look at them and see if you can catch on, but if you’re transcribing the target vowels and diphthongs correctly, along with the routine consonants like , etc., you should be in good shape.


As long as we’re on the subject, you may as well start getting used to the idea of syllabic consonants. Consider the word “table,” the first example in exercise 2. The first syllable should be no problem: , then a , and the word clearly ends in . But since there are two syllables in “table,” it seems as though there ought to be a vowel in the second syllable. What vowel goes between the  and the ? The answer is none – the [l] closes the syllable all by itself, and this is indicated by a small vertical line:  (e.g.,Since the [l] can close out a syllable without the customary vowel, it’s called a syllabic [l]. The same kind of thing is happening with /n/ in words like “wooden” (, not  or )and “garden’ (,not  or ).

Once again, if you’re doing well with all the routine stuff you should be in good shape, but all the same it will pay off later to start attending to the special cases mentioned above.

Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 1 (based on my pronunciations)
1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 2 (based on my pronunciations)

1.  (a syllabic /l/ - don’t worry just yet)
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18.  (another syllabic /l/ -later)
19. (another syllabic /l/)
20. (another syllabic /l/)
21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34.  (often  in casual speech)
35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 3 (based on my pronunciations)

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18.  or maybe 
19. (that’s a flap, not a [t])
20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. (that’s a flap, not a [t])
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. (that’s a flap, not a [t])
32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 4 (based on my pronunciations)

1. depending on pronunciation
2. 
3. 

4.  (again with the syllabic /l/ - later)
5. 

6.  (now a  syllabic /n/ - later)
7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. -- not
15. 

16. 

17. 

18.  
19. 

20. 

21. 

22. some might use; I wouldn’t 
23. 

24. 

25. or
26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 
36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 
Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 5 (based on my pronunciations)

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 
20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. (verb) or  (noun)
32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 6 (based on my pronunciations)

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19.  
20. or maybe
21. 

22. -- ; [w] not needed
23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Answers to MacKay Transcription Exercise 7 (based on my pronunciations)

1. 

2. 
3. 

4.  or  depending on pronunciation
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15.  - weird at the end; don’t worry yet
16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21.  - another syllabic [n]
22.  or  - depending on pronunciation
23. - there’s a funny one, eh? later
24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. - another syllabic /n/
32. 
33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. - same as #36 in this dialect region

