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A problem that we are faced with today is that many of earth’s natural resources, like paper, oil, and natural gas are being over used without control.  This is a significant problem because if we do not start conserving the earth’s natural resources they will run out.  If recycling and conservation does not become more prominent, pollution will get out of control.


I propose that if people are more educated about the benefits of recycling they will recycle more.  If natural resources are not recycled more we will run out of them and will have to come up with more resources.  Nowadays people feel that recycling is too much work and do not get any benefits from it.  If people know that there are benefits to recycling, people might start to recycle more.

 
People can get more educated about recycling if information was taught in schools.  Right now in schools, recycling is not taught to the full extent or at all, and people do not fully understand the benefits of recycling.  Children should be taught at least for one lesson about recycling.  They could be taught about the benefits, and the negative aspects of what will happen if we do not start recycling.  Right now most college students are ignorant to the aspects of recycling.  

Recycling was popular when it was in the main stream of society.  During World War Two, the American society recycled metal, rubber, and many more resources that helped the American war effort.  The society did not think twice about recycling, and some people even went out of their way to recycle products.  Today people have recycling bins and can just put all their things to be recycling in the bin.  Everyone does not put all their things in the bin because it is too much work to break up the boxes and tie them up.  Most people only recycle their pop cans because they benefit by doing this, by receiving money. 

Our conservation methods of renewable resources are not as conservative as they should be, and the effects are that these resources are not regenerating to their full extent.  “Indicators show, however, that renewable resources water, forests, topsoil, fisheries are under extreme pressure under our current practices, and their productivity is in decline” (http://www.iisd.org/natres/).  Most people do not relies that just something small like recycling your paper would make a large difference “If every American family recycled their newspapers, approximately 500,000 trees would be saved weekly. (Taken from The Derrick/The News-Herald Newspaper: Friday, October 30, 1998, Page 12.)” (http://www.pp.wmich.edu/rs/facts.html).


Coming up with alternate resources when the present ones run out will cost a lot.  Now in the present day people feel that it is not practical work on alternate resources when we have our present ones.  People do not even feel that we should conserve or recycle our resources if we still have them.  The alternate products will not cost as much when they are mass-produced.  This means that if we embrace and we accept these products they will come into the main stream earlier and cheaper.  If we do not accept these new sources and rely on the present sources when they run out we will not have as advanced alternate sources.  It costs more money to buy recycled products, and people do not think it is practical to buy them if they can buy new ones cheaper.  There are some products that get recycled into new products that are totally different form the original “Nike will arrange for shipping and will recycle the shoes into Nike Grind. This unique ground-up material is then used to resurface athletic fields, courts, tracks and playgrounds” (http://www.nrc-recycle.org/partnerships/nike/index.htm).  Nike has a unique ideal to turn any athletic shoes into another athletic product a “playing surface.”   A reason many people say that they do not recycle is that it cost lots of money to buy recycled products.  There is a whole industry that makes millions in recycling products and selling them to manufactures.  In Pennsylvanian recycling is a multi-million dollar job that makes it not a waste of time “reuse and manufacturing contributes over 7,000 jobs, a payroll of $115 million and sales of over a half billion dollars” (http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/ deputate/airwaste/wm/RECYCLE/FACTS/benefits5.htm).   People should get educated about recycling, because in the long run it will be cheaper to buy recycled and research alternate resources. 


In principal it is good to recycle, because it cuts down on the pollution.  If more people recycled their recyclables there would not be as many things in landfills.  With less landfills there would be more land for people to utilize.  People are not the only things that would benefit from less pollution.  Animals are devastated by pollution as much as humans are, and maybe even more.  Animals do not have the ability to clean up their environments that are polluted by humans.  The more pollution that there is means the more chance that less animal populations will flourish.  We have to start recycling more and not just do it for our benefits; we have to think of each other.   


Consequences of not recycling could be that we could run out of our present resources if they are not recycled more than in the present. If we run out of any of our present natural resources we will have to compensate for all that they do now.  If we run out of gasoline all of our present cars that run off of gasoline will be obsolete, and they will be trash and all that are not used for scrap metal will be more pollution.  Older cars pollute much more than newer ones “An average small car, with an engine size of 1.6 liters produces about 200 grams (0.2 kilograms) of carbon dioxide (CO2) per kilometer” (http://www.waytoschoolkit.infoxchange.net.au/student/pollution.html).  Recycling will keep the cost down in the long run for the average person.  If we recycle and conserve we will not have to keep buying new products to account for the unwise use of our natural resources.


Recycling can be looked at many ways that will benefit a person.  Some of these benefits are their personal health or the amounts of money they spend on certain natural resources.  If young children are brought up recycling and knowing its benefits they will most likely to continue to recycle and have their children.
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