Kevin Oles

Sierra Club

The Sierra Club is about exploring and protecting Earth’s wild places.  The club practices and promotes the conservation of Earth’s resources.  They educate people to restore and protect the natural environment.  The club has outings to educate the participants on wildlife or plants, and they also talk about how the environment is being impacted and how they can help.  The club uses lawful means to carry out these objectives.  The Sierra Club is 700,000 members strong.  They are the oldest and most influential environmental group in the United States.  This organization fights persistently for what they feel is best for the environment.  They have chapters in each state, and within each state they have local organizations, which include a handful of counties (www.sierraclub.com).  

They Sierra Club wants you to become a member in their club.  The more members the club has the more power they have.  The club will get more people so that they are the majority, and what the majority thinks is “right.”  People who argue with the majority will not have an influence because they are the minority?  The club also has chapters inside of each state that deal with local problems.  The club brings up new actions that a politician or industry has recently taken that could affect the environment.  They talk about what the consequences are and what the outcome may be if they do not act to change anything.  They talk about what they can do to change new polices.  The club is always open to new view from its members and will not just jump to conclusions.  The club acts in the best interest of the human-nature relationship.

The club is trying to get you to join by offering educational trips that are recreational.  These trips educate people on things that might interest them.  They have camping or backpacking trips that people would normally take and just charge for a donation to cover the cost of the guide.  The guides help people identify birds, animals, or plants.  On these trips they work in the current environmental problems of the time in conversations.  The leader will make conversation on these problems and ask someone for their opinion. They hope that the person will feel that they should do something about the problem.  The leader will tell them that they can join with others who feel the same way.  The leader will tell them to become active in the Sierra Club and change what is happening.  The Sierra Club hopes that they will spark something inside of a person to make a difference.  I feel that the club is very smart in how they bring about the issues, and becoming a member.  These tactics are what makes this club so strong in today’s society.  The trips into the beautiful wild and telling people that if nothing is done what they are looking at will be destroyed and the future generations will not be able to see it, make people want to change things.   

I agree with what the Sierra Club is doing.  I feel that the earth’s natural resources need to be conserved.  If we do not conserve our future generation will not have the natural resource that we have.  I feel that every one should be able to see nature untouched by mankind.  I feel that things need to be preserved and not just exploited for all that they are worth.  People feel that old growth forest are worthless and should be lumbered because of all the board feet per tree and they do support any animal life.  Politicians say that if people protect all of the old growth forest people will be out of jobs, because lumberjacks will be out of work.  George Bush Sr. said, “old growth forests are like a retirement homes they are just waiting to die.”  People say that the only thing old growth forest are good for is the habitat for the Northern Spotted Owl.  The owl needs at least 2,200 acres of old growth Douglas Furs per owl.  People feel that this one animal is not worth saving all the land.  George Bush Sr. said in reply to save the forests for the owl is “we’ll be up to our necks in spotted owls and every American will be out of work.”  If people do not save the owl because of the land they will just keep doing that to the next endangered species.  If this is the case we will just be left with rodents that do not need any special environment.      

The Sierra Club is based on opinions.  The members of the club feel that what they think is right and anyone who opposes them is wrong.  This organization is based on the idea that the environment should be preserved for all generation.  They feel that the environment should not be exploited for a “quick buck.”  The group is not afraid to stand up to any politician or leader if they feel that they are harming the environment, and there is no other option.  They would like people to start doing things that are not as harmful to the environment, most people do not though because of the cost.  Hybrid cars people say are too expensive, but they do not take into account the cost when they by their car how much they spend on gas.  Conventional cars spend numerous amounts more as hybrid cars on gas.  The cost of the two cars are not that much different.  People do not use the new technologies until they absolutely need to.  There view is why should I help the environment at my own cost if no one else is.  This club does not do things for there own benefit, they fight for the earth so that they can wake up every day to see its beauty.  The club would like a world that mankind only uses as much of earths products as necessary.  Today the group is talking about how the Bush administration hired a new administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.  The club states that the Bush administration hired Mike Leavitt for their benefits and not the environment.  They say that Leavitt is a great for the administration because he will weaken America's environmental laws.  People say that Bush wants this done to promote industry, because new industries can not afford the pollution control needed.  People say that Bush would want to do this so that when people look back they will say when Bush was in power that it was a time of prosperity.  It is said that no politician is good for what is good for the environment.  They all want to exploit it for industry and growth.  The Sierra Club supports any leader that helps the environment.  The organization notifies members when a bill is going to be voting on that effect the environment, and what way voting will help the environment.  The club posts what politicians are for helping the environment and which ones are for exploiting it.   The club works as a whole on the national problems, but the chapter focus on what is in your backyard and has the power to change things.      

In this paper from what people told me in peer review I have changed a few things.  I condensed sentences so that I do not repeat myself within the paper.  I also changed the paper so that I do not use vague words.  I also changed my paper so that I am more descriptive in describing things.

