GEOSCIENCES 1000-EARTH STUDIES
CRN 10646
COURSE SYLLABUS, POLICIES, ETC.

Instructor: Alan Kehew

Department: Geosciences

Office: 3325 Rood Hall

Office Phone: 387-5495

Departmental phone: 387-5485

Email: alan.kehew@wmich.edu
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 2-4 PM. (Occasionally, meetings and other commitments may necessitate missing office hours. Contact me by phone or email to set up an appointment at an alternate time).

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
Geos 1000 is a general education course. It is designed to give students an introduction and an appreciation of the earth and its systems and how human beings interact with these systems. With an understanding of the earth and its processes, resources, and systems, students will become better informed citizens capable of developing rational opinions about issues involving the earth and its resources. Successful completion of the course will provide students with the ability to identify common rocks and minerals, to understand how and why hazardous processes often threaten human life and property, and to understand the processes that have shaped the earth’s interior and surface from the beginning of geologic time to the present. This course satisfies area VI, Natural Science with Lab, of the General Education Requirements.
TEXTBOOK

The textbook required for this course is Visualizing Geology, 2nd edition, by Murck, Skinner, and MacKenzie 

SCHEDULE
Days: 
T,R
Time: 5:30-6:45 PAM

Building: Rood Hall

Room: 1104, lecture hall

You must also register for one of the laboratory sections as listed in the “Course Offerings” catalog.

LECTURE AND EXAMS (75 PERCENT OF COURSE GRADE)
Lecture and laboratory topics will not necessarily coordinate with one another.

Lectures will be conducted in a presentation and discussion formal. Photographs, images, and diagrams will be used whenever possible to explain geologic phenomena and to illustrate them as they occur in nature.
FINAL EXAM

Tuesday, April 26, 7:15-9:15 PM
LABORATORY (25% OF COURSE GRADE)

Each two-hour laboratory session will contain a tutorial stage and a hands-on stage.

(1) Tutorial Stage – Introductory tutorial that presents the subject material to be examined.
This tutorial will be conducted largely through a self-learning, computer-based text and graphic package. Accompanying each tutorial will be a short-answer questionnaire to be filled out as to the tutorial process. The questionnaire is due at the end of the first hour of the laboratory unit.

(2) Laboratory Stage – Hands-on experience with earth materials or with equipment designed to simulate earth processes.
Assignment objectives, goals, and questions to be answered will be presented at the beginning of the hour. Your task will be to complete the question sheets and turn them in at the end of the hour. The computer-based answers and hands-on answers will be graded for each lab session.

LABORATORY GRADING POLICY
Your laboratory instructor will provide your lecture professor with the following information:

(1) Grades for each item evaluated and an average grade for the semester

(2) Attendance information

Laboratory grades are assigned and evaluated separately from the lecture section of the course. For any questions or help with laboratory assignments or grades, see the lab instructor first. If the issue is still not resolved, see the course instructor. 
GUIDELINES OF GRADE EVALUATIONS
Evaluation of your knowledge will come from four lecture-based examinations evenly spaced throughout the semester. Each exam will count as 15% of your overall course grade, although the lowest grade will be dropped. There will also be a cumulative final exam based on the lecture material. The final will count as 15% of your overall grade. The four exams and final will contain a combination of multiple choice, true-false, and matching questions and will count for a total of 75 % of the final grade. The laboratory portion of the course will count as 25 % of the grade. The final 10% of the grade will consist of quizzes that are given without notice during the course. These cannot be made up without a note from a doctor or prior notification that the student will be missing a class due to a valid reason.
Make-up Exams will only be given if the instructor is notified PRIOR to the exam period that the student is ill or has some other compelling reason for missing the exam. A note from a physician must be submitted at the time of the make-up exam. 

Final grades will be determined using the following grading scale:

Percentile

Grade
90-100 A

85-89


BA

80-84


B

75-79


CB

68-74


C

63-67


DC

58-62


D

Below 58

E

The instructor may adjust the numerical ranges for a particular letter grade at the time of assignment of final grades. If this happens, it usually results in a slight lowering of the percentage needed for a particular letter grade. For example, depending on the overall distribution of grades in the class, 88 percent could become the lowest score to obtain an A. The other ranges would be adjusted by a similar amount.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Laptops, netbooks, smart phones and other electronic devices may not be used while class is in session. Lecture presentations will be posted on the web and can be accessed by students outside of class during the semester. 
STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All laboratory work must be completed on an individual basis. The exception comes if a group project has been assigned, in which case each person is expected to be an equal participant in the group. Any attempt to circumvent individual work by copying another person’s answers, providing answers to another person, or copying a project don by someone else during a previous semester will result in an automatic failing grade for that exercise and a possible failing laboratory grade for the semester. All examinations will be the exclusive work of each individual. Using hidden notes or copying another’s exam will result in at least a zero on the exam and a possible failing grade in the course. If such activities are observed by the instructor, the exam will be collected and a zero will be recorded. If you arrive for an exam after any other student has turned in their exam and left the room-then you have missed that exam. 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate (pp. 274-276) [Graduate (pp. 26-28)] Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is

reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty

prior to the submission of an assignment or test.

GEOS 1000 EARTH STUDIES (Spring 2011)

Date    Day                     Topic                          Reading Assignment (Chapter/pages)

January
11
T
Introduction to course; assessment
13
R
The earth as a planet; earth materials


Ch 1,2 (2-62)
18
T


“




Ch. 2 (36-62)
20
R
Geologic Time; Plate tectonics


Ch 3,4 (70-120)
25
T
Plate tectonics





Ch 4 (98-120)
27
R
Earthquakes and the earth’s interior


Ch 5 (126-154)

February
1
T
EXAM I; Volcanoes




Ch. 6(160-172)
3
R
Igneous Rocks





Ch. 6(174-190)
8
T
Weathering and erosion



Ch. 7(196-219)
10
R
Sediments and Sedimentary Rocks


Ch. 8(228-252)

15
T


“




Ch. 8(228-252)

17
R
Folds and Faults; rock deformation


Ch. 9(260-282)

22
T


“




Ch. 9(260-282)

24
R
EXAM II







March
1-4

Spring Break
8
T
Metamorphism and metamorphic rocks

Ch. 10 (288-310)

10
R
Groundwater





Ch. 11(316-348)

15
T

“





Ch. 11(316-348)
17
R
Oceans and Atmosphere



Ch. 12(354-385)

22
T


“




Ch. 12(354-385)

24
R
Deserts, glaciers, climate change


Ch. 13(390-424)

29
T


“




Ch. 13(390-424)

31
R
EXAM III
April
5
T
History of life through geologic time


Ch. 14(430-457)
7
R


“




Ch. 14(430-457)

12
T
Earth Resources




Ch. 15(466-494)

14
R


“




Ch 15 (466-494
19
T
Review; assessment





21
R
EXAM IV
26
T
FINAL EXAM  7:15-9:15 PM
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