SOCIOLOGY 362

CRIMINOLOGY

FALL  SEMESTER 2006

Dr. Ron Kramer




  Office Hours: Tu/Th 9:30-11:00; 

2406 Sangren Hall




    and 2:00-3:30; Wed 10:00-12:00;

387-5284






       And By Appointment

E-Mail: ronald.kramer@wmich.edu

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The major objective of this course is to provide an introduction to and overview of the field of criminology.  The major topics to be covered in the first part of the course include the various definitions of crime, the media and crime, the measurement of crime, trends in US crime rates and the social patterns of criminal behavior and victimization. The second part will focus on the classical and contemporary theories of criminal behavior and the criminalization process.  The final section of the course will analyze the major types of criminal behavior.  By the end of the semester, students should be able to apply this knowledge to current public policy issues concerning the prevention and control of crime.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Steven E. Barkan.  Criminology: A Sociological Understanding.   Third Edition.  Prentice Hall (2006).

Robert M. Bohm.  A Primer On Crime and Delinquency Theory.  Second Edition. Wadsworth (2001).

COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:

 I.
INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY


A.  What is Criminology?


B.  The Science of Criminology and the Sociological Perspective


C.  Definitions of the Concept of Crime


D.  The Behavioral and Political Labeling Paradigms

E. Standards to Classify Behavior as Criminal

F. Criminal Law, Civil Law and International Law


G.  Public Opinion, the News Media, and the Crime Problem


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapters 1 and 2.

Soc 362-Fall 2006 p. 2

II.
THE MEASUREMENT AND SOCIAL PATTERNING OF 


CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR

A.  The Measurement of Crime


B.  Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)


C.  National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS)

D. Self-Report and other Forms of Crime Data

E. Recent Trends in US Crime Rates


F.  Social Patterns of Criminal Behavior



1. Class and Crime



2. Gender and Crime



3. Race and Crime



4. Age and Crime


G.  Victims and Victimization


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapters 3 and 4.



III.
THEORIES OF CRIME


A. An Introduction to Theory 

READING ASSIGNMENT: Bohm, Chapter 1; and Barkan, Chapter 5 (pp. 131-134).


B.  The Classical School: Crime as Individually Chosen Behavior



1.  Prelude: The Demonic Perspective and The Enlightenment



2.  Classical Criminology (Beccaria; Bentham)



3.  Rational Choice Theory (Cornish and Clarke)



4.  Routine Activities Theory (L.E. Cohen and Felson) 


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 5 (pp. 134-139); and Bohm, 
Chapter 2.


C.  The Pathological Perspective: Theories of the Driven Offender



1.  The Positivist School of Criminology



2.  Biological Theories (Lombroso)



3.  Psychological Theories (Freud)


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 5 (pp. 139-161); and Bohm, 
Chapters 3, 4 and 5.


D.  The Chicago School of Sociological Criminology



1.  Social Ecology (Park and Burgess)



2.  Social Disorganization Theory (Shaw and McKay)

3. The Revival of Social Disorganization Theory
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READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 6 (pp. 166-177); and Bohm, Chapter 6 (pp. 65-73). 

E.  Control Theories



1.  A Social Psychological Extension of Social Disorganization



2.  Containment Theory (Reckless)



3.  Neutralization and Drift (Sykes and Matza) 



4.  Social Bond Theory (Hirschi)



5.  Self-Control Theory (Gottfredson and Hirschi)



6.  Life Course Theory  (Sampson and Laub)

READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 7 (pp. 205-220); and Bohm, Chapter 6 (pp. 90-94).  



F.  Learning Theory



1.  Imitation (Tarde)



2.  Cultural Transmission (Shaw and McKay)



3.  Differential Association Theory (Sutherland)



4.  Differential Identification Theory (Glaser)



5.  Social Learning/Differential Reinforcement Theory (Akers)



6.  Cultural Deviance Theories (Miller, Wolfgang and Ferracuti, 


     
     Anderson)

READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapters 6 (pp. 197-205) and 7 (pp. 186-191); and Bohm, Chapter 6 (pp. 82-90).  



G.  Anomie/Strain Theories



1.  Anomie and Suicide (Durkheim)



2.  Anomie/Strain Theory (Merton)



3.  Subcultural Strain Theories (Cloward and Ohlin; A. Cohen)



4.  General Strain Theory (Agnew)



5.  Institutional Anomie (Messner and Rosenfeld)

6. Theoretical Integration: Differential Social Support and Coercion (Colvin and Cullen)

READING ASSIGNMENT: Barkan, Chapter 6 (pp. 177-193 and 220-226); and Bohm, Chapter 6 (pp. 74-82).  



H. Critical Perspectives I: Labeling and Conflict Theories



1. Labeling Theory (Lemert; Becker)



2.  Conflict Theory (Sellin; Vold; Turk; Quinney)

READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 8 (pp. 229-239); and Bohm, Chapter 7 (pp. 103-113).  
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I.  Critical Perspectives II: Radical and Feminist Theories 



1.  Marxist Theories (Bonger; Chambliss; Quinney)



2.  Feminist Theories



3.  Other Developments in Critical Criminology

READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 8 (pp. 240-258); and Bohm, Chapter 7 (pp. 113-126).


IV.
TYPES OF CRIME

A.  Interpersonal Violence



1.  Homicide



2.  Rape



3.  Assault 



4.  Violence within the Family


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapters 9 and 10.


B.  Crimes of the Powerful



1.  White Collar Crime



2.  Occupational Crime



3.  Organizational Crime



4.  Corporate and Government (Political) Crime


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapters 12 and 13.


C.  Consensual Crime



1.  Illegal Drug Use

2. Prostitution 

3. Pornography

4. Gambling


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 14.


D.  Property Crime: Economic Crimes by the Poor



1.  Robbery



2.  Burglary



3.  Larceny



4.  Motor Vehicle Theft



5.  Arson


READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 11.

V.
PREVENTING AND CONTROLLING CRIME



READING ASSIGNMENT:  Barkan, Chapter 17.
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:


SEPTEMBER

   5
Introduction

   
   


   7
What is Criminology?  




  

 12 
Defining Crime




 
 14
Standards to Classify Behavior as Crime





 19
The Media and Crime





 21
The Measurement of Crime

26
Trends and Patterns of Criminal Behavior

28
Victimization


OCTOBER

   3
Classical Criminology and Rational Choice 

MIDTERM # 1 DUE





   5
Pathological Perspectives: Biological and 






Psychological Factors





 10
Chicago School: Social Ecology and Social 






Disorganization Theory





 12
Control Theories





 17
Learning Theories

19
Cultural Deviance Theories

 24 
Anomie Theory

26
Strain and Sub-cultural Theories

31
Theoretical Integration

NOVEMBER
   
   2
Property Crime 

MIDTERM # 2 DUE

   7
Labeling Theory



   

   9
Conflict Theory





 14
Marxist Theory

 16
Feminist Theory





 21
Interpersonal Violence 

 23
NO CLASS-THANKSGIVING

 28
Crimes of the Powerful: Corporations





 30
Crimes of the Powerful: States

DECEMBER

   5
Consensual Crimes

7 Prevention and Control of Crime 

MIDTERM # 3 DUE

11 FINAL EXAMINATION 10:15 AM-12:15 PM

JOURNALS DUE
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

The major requirements of this course are to keep up with the readings listed in the course outline and to attend class regularly.  More than two unexcused absences may negatively affect your grade.  Try to have the reading for a section completed by the time we start that section.

We will follow the course outline closely.  Please try to avoid falling too far behind in the readings, for the lectures will be much more understandable if you have read the material beforehand.  It should be noted, however, that a great deal of the lecture material is not covered in the readings.  Thus, both the lectures and regular class attendance will be very important.  In addition, not all of the readings will be covered in class, but you are responsible for all assigned materials.

Your grade in the course will be determined by: 1) fifteen in class special assignments, 2) five home work essay assignments, 3) three take-home essay midterm exams, 4) a criminology journal and 5) a comprehensive final examination.

The 15 Special Assignments will be a variety of in-class exercises that I will occasionally give to you. Each special assignment is worth 10 points (for a total of 150 points).  Missed special assignments cannot be made up without a very good excuse (i.e. doctor’s note).  Thus, again, regular class attendance is important.  

Each student will also write 5 short Homework Assignments. The homework assignments will be given to you in one class session and will be due the next class. These assignments must be no longer than 1 single-spaced typed page. Again, late homework assignments will not be accepted without a very good excuse.

There will also be 3 take-home essay Midterm Examinations. All the midterm exam questions will be distributed early in the semester. The first midterm is due on Tuesday, October 3, the second on Thursday, November 2, and the third on Thursday, December 7. Each midterm exam is worth 100 points (for a total of 300 points).

You are also required to keep a Criminology Journal during the semester.  Your journal should consist of a wide variety of ENTRIES, each of which deals with a particular issue related to the social problem of crime.  A minimum of 10 entries is required. Each entry is worth 10 points for a total of 100 points.

Each ENTRY should have two parts:  1) an ITEM and 2) an analytical COMMENT.  The ITEMS could be just about anything, as long as it is related somehow to the social problem of crime. Entries could come from newspaper clippings, magazine articles, a 
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book you have read, a news story on television or radio, an event you have participated in or observed, a conversation you have had with a parent, roommate or friend, a lecture you have heard, a song, play or movie you like, or a personal experience you have had.  Whatever it is, describe the ITEM in writing (put it directly in the journal if you can) and then write an analytical COMMENT on it.  The COMMENT can be of any length but it is the major basis for your grade.  What I want you to do in the COMMENT is to analyze the item you have described using the sociological perspective on crime and the analytical tools of criminology you will develop during the course.  Relate the item to the ideas, concepts, theories, facts, and research findings that you are reading about in the textbooks.  The COMMENT should analyze and point out the sociological/criminological significance of the ITEM.  Your opinions and interpretations are welcome, but first and foremost, you should try to relate the item to the theory and research on crime that you are learning in the course.  

The journals are due on December 11, the date of the final exam.  The COMMENTS should be typed.

As required by the university, the Final Examination will be comprehensive, that is, covering all material from the entire semester. It will consist of one essay question worth 50 points.  The final is scheduled for Monday, December 11 from 10:15 AM to 12:15 PM.

NOTE: You are responsible for becoming aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalog (pp. 268-269) that pertain to academic integrity.  These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submissions, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse.  If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct for a hearing.  You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment. 

There are a possible 700 points you can earn in this class.


15 Special Assignments (10 each) 

150


 5 Homework Essays (20 points each)
100

 3 Midterm exams (100 each)


300

Criminology Journal



100


Final Examination



  50

TOTAL




700
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The following scale will be used to determine the final grade:


651-700
=
A

511-545
=
C


616-650
=
BA

476-510
=
DC


581-615
=
B

420-475
=
D


546-580
=
CB

419-down
=
E

Finally, I want to encourage each of you to participate in the class as much as you feel comfortable in doing.  Feel free to ask questions, raise issues, and contribute to class discussions.  We will be dealing with many controversial issues in the course and I hope to create a supportive environment in the class within which we can discuss and debate these issues.  Effective participation on your part, however, depends on doing the readings.  I hope you enjoy the course and find criminology an exciting topic to study.


