About Me
I have been in the field of blindness and low vision for over 30 years, after serving time as an elementary school teacher.  As with so many of us who came into the field, I did so quite by accident.  In about 1977, by wife and I were living below someone who worked at the Michigan Commission for the Blind Training Center. I explained to my neighbor how frustrating it was for me to be working with what I perceived to be unruly kids.   She told me about her job as an orientation and mobility instructor, and the rest is history.

After Working in Indiana and then in Southern Illinois while pursuing my doctorate.  I joined the faculty of the Department of Blind Rehabilitation in 1986 at Western Michigan University and have been there ever since.

If you chose to look at my vita, you’ll see that I have done a number of things from being a Fulbright Scholar at Taiwan Normal University to being Associate Dean for Graduate and International Education to my current role as professor and chair of the Department of Blindness and Low Vision Studies.  I’ve also served a stint as interim-director of the WMU Department of Occupational Therapy and interim-chair of the WMU School of Social Work.
I’ve been married to a great lady for over 32 years and have two kids.  My wife is private practice social worker who specializes in issues related to aging.  She also writes articles on this topic for the Kalamazoo Gazette.  My older daughter is finishing her studies in biochemistry from Michigan State University and will be starting her doctor of pharmacy in the fall. My younger daughter is a junior in high school and is passionate about writing.
My passions include sailing and kayaking.  This spring, one of my friends and I will be building two small trailerable wooden sailboats. I may maintain a photo journal of our project .
