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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF BLINDNESS AND LOW VISION STUDIES

BLS 5890 - Medical and Functional Aspects of Disability

Spring, 2009
Professor:       
Dr. James A. Leja, Professor and Chair



Office:  4466 CHHS



Telephone:  269.387-2645
Fax:  269-387-3567

Email:  james.leja@wmich.edu
Office Hours:  
You may schedule a telephone appointment by either calling me or dropping me an email.  If by email, please be sure to include BLS 5890 in the subject line and a telephone number where I can reach you.  Email is usually the best way to communicate with me.
Credit Hours:  2

Course Prerequisites:  None
Required Text:
Brodwin, M.G., Tellez, F., & Brodwin, S.  (2002).  Medical, Psychosocial, and Vocational Aspects of Disability (2nd Ed.).  Athens, GA:  Elliot & Fitzpatrick, Inc.

Other Recommended References & Resources

**APA Manual – 5th Edition**

WebAnatomy Website: www.msjensen.gen.umn.edu/webanatomy/
The Merck Manual

Physician’s Desk Reference

Medical Dictionaries

Course Objectives:

Students will learn and be able to:

1. Understand and use a basic vocabulary in medical terminology.

2. Identify basic anatomy and function of body systems.

3. Describe the etiology of disability and disease processes.

4. Articulate the functional implication of medical diagnoses to persons with disabilities and their significant others.

5. Assist clients/consumers/employers to understand functional/vocational implications and accommodation for a variety of disabilities.

6. Understand and apply information from medical reports in the rehabilitation planning process.

7. Understand the roles of various health care professionals in both multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary rehabilitation teams.

8. Assist clients/consumers in identifying the potential advantages and disadvantages of medical treatments, procedures, services, and approaches.

General Course Guidelines:

1. You should try to turn in your assignments on the stated due date. (you can fax them to me (269.387.3567) or email them as an attachment to james.leja@wmich.edu  Please put the assignment  name in the subject line or I might accidentally delete it.  Keep copies of all your assignments.  I have been known to lose things. Please submit all electronic documents in Microsoft Word if possible.
2. All assignments, exams, and extra credit projects must be completed individually unless otherwise indicated.   

3. Papers and projects will be evaluated based on clarity of expression, content, organization, comprehensiveness, understanding and interpretation of materials, and writing quality.  

4. Keep all papers typed, double-spaced, and in 12pt.  Times New Roman or Arial fonts work best for me.  

5. The course schedule is tentative and may be subject to change as the semester progresses.  

6. Please, please, use the @wmich.edu email address assigned through WMU’s Office of Information Technology. It just makes life easier for me.
7. DE students are required to attend all BLS 5890 telephone conferences.  Failure to attend a scheduled telephone bridge will result in the loss of 1/4 grade for each telephone conference absence.  Phone bridges will take place: 1/28/09 at 8 PM EST and 3/25/EST. Jeannie will send you information about how to log into the conference call.
Course Requirements:

1.  Exams:  There will be two exams during the semester (approximately 100 points each).  The exams will consist of multiple choice, true/false, matching and short answer questions.  Questions consist of material presented in lectures, discussions (phone or email), assigned readings and additional course handouts.  There will be no comprehensive exam.  Each test will include related medical terminology from Brodwin Chapters 1 & 2 and additional course handouts.  You will not be required to have a proctor for any quiz.  They are open note/book quizzes. What a deal! But don’t let this fool you.  Students still get answers wrong. The midterm will be due February 20th and the final will be due April 8th.  You will get the exam about a week before they are due.
2.  Website Reviews:  Please review two medically based websites you might use as a professional resource (10 points each). Write a three paragraph summary for each web site.  The paragraphs should address:  1) purpose of website; 2) How you would use this website in your professional practice; and, 3) what insight did you gain from visiting this website?  Due on February 6 via email before noon EST.  
3.  Research Paper (100 Points):  You should select a research subject that is related to one of the disability topics presented in class. When selecting your topic, consider one that you want to know more about.  For example, you may select multiple sclerosis because you are presently working with a client who has multiple sclerosis. You should electronically submit the paper to me no later than April 3.  Please prepare the paper using the following headings and content areas:

a. Description of the topic must include anatomy/physiology, prevalence, incidence rates, symptoms and causes (Etiology) (20 points).

b. Diagnostic Procedures & Treatment (20 points).

c. A discussion of at least two Functional/Vocational Limitations associated with the selected topic (20 points).

d. Adaptations and Accommodations, Assistive Devices utilized to reduce functional limitations associated with the selected topic (20 points).

e. At least 10 references, including refereed journal articles published no earlier than 2000. You may use no more than four web sites will be accepted as references (unless you exceed the minimum of 10 references).  The course text may serve as one reference source (20 points).  Interviews with experts, conference proceedings etc. can apply.  You should use current APA formatting (see below).
f. Papers will be evaluated based on clarity of expression, content, organization, comprehensiveness, grammar, understanding and interpretation of materials, application and integration of medical terminology, and writing quality.  Students will be allowed a maximum of five grammatical errors with a loss of 1 point for each additional grammatical error. So be careful and thoughtful as you write.
The paper must be in APA 5th Edition style formatting.  For example, the paper should be typed, double-spaced, referenced, cited, level headings, running head, 1” margins, title page, etc.  Please utilize the heading titles provided above to organize the paper.  The paper must be a minimum of 10 pages in length - not including the reference and title pages.  Please do not exceed a 20 page limit, including references.  

Department, College and University Policies:

1. Class Participation:  The Department of Blindness and Low Vision Studies is a professional program designed to prepare students for practice in the field.  It is important that students attend each class to learn all concepts and skills necessary to work in the rehabilitation field.  

2. Ethical Conduct:  The Department of Blindness and Low Vision Studies is a professional program designed to prepare students for practice in the field.  As such, it is expected that students will abide by the code of ethics ascribed to by their chosen professional field of training.  For example, RCT students are expected to follow the CRCC code of ethics.  Violations of the code of ethics are a serious offense that could result in significant disciplinary action.  So, please, read and follow your profession’s code of ethics.  Academic advisors are available to address any questions you may have regarding the codes of ethics.

3. Diversity:  The Department of Blindness and Low Vision Studies maintains a strong and sustained commitment to the diverse and unique nature of all learners and service consumers.  Thus, it is expected that all students participate in maintaining a diversity affirmative environment.
4. Course Hours:  The University maintains a formulary policy dictating that for every hour spent in class it is expected that you will spend three hours outside of class on readings and assignments.  Students are expected to complete assigned readings prior to class discussions.

5. Student Conduct:  Students are responsible for making themselves aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate (pp. 271-272) [Graduate (pp. 24-26)] Catalog that pertains to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe a student has been involved in academic dishonesty, the student will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. The student will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If the believes they are not responsible, the student will have the opportunity for a hearing. The student should consult with the professor if the student is uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
6. Accommodations:  Students with disabilities requesting accommodations are required to present documentation of disability with a letter indicating required accommodations from Disabled Student Resources & Services to the professor.  Disabled Student Resources and Services can be contacted through Ms. Beth DenHartigh at 387-2116 or beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu
Student Evaluation:

Tests (2)





100 points each
Website Reviews (2)



  10 points each
Research paper




100 points

Total






320 points


Final Evaluation:

Graduates:



Undergraduates:

A    = 95%-100%



A   = 93-100%



BA = 90%-94%



BA = 88-92%



B    = 85%-89%



B    = 83-87%

CB  = 80%-84%



CB = 78-82%

C    = 75%-79%



C    = 73-77%

DC  = 70%-74%



DC = 68-72%

D    = 65%-69%



D    = 63-67%

E    = 64% & below



E    = 62% and below

COURSE OUTLINE

1. Rehabilitation & Medical Terminology; Vocational Profiles

Readings:  Brodwin-Chapters 1 & 2

2. Deafness and Hearing Impairment

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 12

3. Substance Abuse
Readings:  Brodwin-Chapters 3 and 4

4. Traumatic Brain Injury

Readings:  Brodwin-Chapter 29

5. Diabetes 

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 17

6. Psychiatric Disabilities

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 9 

7. Cardiac Impairments 

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 21
8. Mental Retardation and Learning Disabilities

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 10, 30

9. Epilepsy

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 28

10. Cerebrovascular accidents

Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 32

11. Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
Reading:  Brodwin-Chapter 6

12. Multiple Sclerosis

Readings: Brodwin-Chapter 28

13. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
Readings: To be determined
