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Kids Domain Web Evaluation

Resource: Safe Surfing

Section: Email tips, guidelines, and etiquette

URL:  http://www.kidsdomain.com/features/safesurf/emailing.html
Email can be a good form of communication, but it can also be misused if the user is not careful.  Students can use this page to see how they should be careful when writing emails not to give out personal information and how to write a good email.  They can also see that opening up unknown attachments can be harmful to their computer because they might contain viruses.  The teacher can use this site to help children write good emails and have them practice using a universal format and how to stay on topic.  The tips can also be useful for future emails written by the children so they can learn not to write when they are angry or send chain emails.  The children can also learn from the site to check their mail regularly and to delete messages that have already been read to save room.  By using this site, teachers can help students realize that emails are more difficult to interpret at times because not all the elements are speech are present like body language or tone of voice.  Children can learn to be effective online communicators with this website.
Resource: Computers: Inside and Out

Section: Lesson 5: Programming
URL: http://www.kidsdomain.com/brain/computer/lesson/comp_les5.html
Children may have lots of contact with computers at school and at home, but they may never have thought how their computer gets programs or why they are important.  This site can be used to show students how programs are used to give instructions to the computer.  The children could brainstorm beforehand about how they think their favorite computer game actually works.  They could then read this website and find out that there is a program with program language so the user doesn’t have to remember the information each time.  Children can also see all the different types of programs and the different categories that each falls into.  This site will give students a better understanding and appreciation for all the work that is saved by having a program.  The site also explains how to get a program on the computer.  The teacher could have the students install a simple program or game on the computer to see how it really works.  The students would then get to play the game and see the effects of what they did.  In the future, students will be able to install programs onto the hard drive or even operate them by inserting a disc.

Resource: Computer Toolbox

Section: HotDog Junior

URL: http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/hotdogjunior.html
This website is about a program that can be used to by children to create websites.  This program would be perfect for upper elementary classrooms and it would expose them to the art of making websites.  So many colleges and even high schools require their students to construct web pages and this is an early start to that process.  Once the child has exposure to making a website, it will be easier in the future when the website they are asked to make becomes more complex.  This also gives children a chance to be creative and make something that can be viewed by others.  Many people need to make websites for work or even just for fun.  By having students make websites, they will learn how it is done and can make one if they find a need in the future.  The best part is that the program is kid friendly and can be taught by the teacher.  Children are given another outlet to express their views and creativity through this website.
