My experiences teaching children

· In high school I volunteered in a special education classroom at Sherwood Elementary in Saginaw, Michigan once a month with a group of students.  We would create programs for the children centered on certain themes like the body or Halloween.  Sometimes we would also take them on field trips and incorporate what they were learning in the classroom with the trip.

· I did my pre-internship in the fall of 2005 at Washington Writer’s Academy in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  I was in a kindergarten classroom for two hours during a literacy block on Tuesday mornings.  I helped the children at literacy stations where they had to look for sounds, write and draw their favorite part of a book, and even read and sequence simple stories.  I also did individual assessments of the children and one-on-one instruction such as guided reading and practicing writing their letters.

· I volunteered at a Portage elementary school for a reading program for struggling readers.  Every Wednesday during the 2005/2006 school year, I went and worked with a struggling reader in the third grade.  We did timed readings, flash cards, nonsense chunk words, and games based around literacy.  Every week we also read an advanced picture book or sometimes even an easy chapter book.  My goal was to make reading fun for the student and help to relieve the pressures that reading can put on some students.

