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Best Understandings Paper


There are many teaching methods and ideas that make for a good educator in the content areas.  I hope to use and develop many of these ideas when I become a literacy educator. Being a good teacher and reaching all of your student’s needs is not easy, it takes practice.  A good educator never stops learning.


One important thing to realize as an educator is that not every student learns the same way or even at the same speed as their peers.  Your students need to have access to different reading levels of books.  They also need to have a wide variety of books to choose from.  You need to make sure that you supplement the textbook you are using with other books or resources as well.  This way they can also get more than one viewpoint on things and that leads to inquiry.


Make certain that you do not just stand at the chalk board or at your desk and read information to your students directly from the textbook.  In order for students to learn, they must be engaged. Do a lot of hands-on activities with your students; get them out of their seats and moving around the room.


Have your students do a lot of inquiry-based projects as well.  Give them controversial subjects such as Columbus and let the students do the research.  Let them come up with their own “true” stories of what really took place.


Another great idea for inquiry-based learning that I came away with is breaking your students up into groups for projects and discussions.  The students can learn things directly from their peers.  Not only do they get a chance to listen to other points of view, they can come away with different ideas or even look at something from a different vantage point.


Having students in a base group is good for a long-term project.  They may be together for a semester or the whole year to complete a large assignment.  Another type of group can be formed for a short-term discussion.  This type of group would be for inquiry to answer a specific question or two.  A jigsaw group is for students to be an expert at some particular subject or thing, and then re-assign groups to have one person from each group at a table to teach that subject, in turn, to their peers.  Make sure you know your students well before you create your groups.  You want your groups planned out well for optimal learning and inquiry to take place.


I learned from Rethinking Mathematics (2005) that an educator needs to think outside the box.  They need to find ways to connect what they are learning to the student’s everyday life in order for them to truly understand what they have learned.  To be good at math you must also be literate in math.  You need to relate math to other subjects, find a theme.  Teach across the curriculum.


Read to your students at least once a day, if not more.  Read to them for entertainment as well as for information.  Even students in the older grades like to be read to (even if they won’t admit it).  Listening comprehension is different from reading comprehension.  Reading aloud to your students helps with their listening comprehension skills.


There are many ways in which you can help struggling readers.  One of the main ways to help is by getting them interested in reading.  Help them find books in their own reading level that are interesting or intriguing to them.  Ask them to make predictions, answer questions and have them to tell you what the story was about for better comprehension.  Peer-assisted reading can help with both comprehension and fluency.  Pair students up, have them read to each other for 5 minutes, and then have them paraphrase what they read.  You can also give students a short passage that is easy for them to read and have them time themselves reading it out loud three to five times for improved fluency.


Another way to help struggling readers is to help them not be afraid or embarrassed to read aloud and make mistakes in front of their peers.  “They need to know that taking risks is essential to learning, including learning language, both written and oral” (Crowley, 1995, p 11).


Assigning students a multigenre project is a great way for them to research a subject and then present it in a creative and unique way.  “We want them to become passionate about a topic, to develop the research skills to be able to satisfy their curiosity, and most of all to be free to think and write in ways that let them connect and relate to their topics” (Allen & Swistak, 2004,  p 231).  Students learn differently, and this is another learning approach that can be easily used in a classroom.  The students will love the project and they are more likely to retain the information they have learned.


I believe in assessing students using a variety of methods.  You can’t get away from some standardized testing in the schools such as the MEAP or DIBELS tests.  It is something I will just have to learn to deal with until a law is passed stopping this type of testing.  I think not all students do well on tests so you need to look at a variety of assessments in determining how well they are learning.  I plan on keeping portfolios of my student’s work.  I may also give small quizzes and assignments that have clear rubrics.  I will also listen to the opinions and paraphrasing of my students during group inquiry lessons to gage their understanding of a topic.  We need to “offer teachers another perspective from which to understand the needs and abilities of their students, using different assessment methods for different purposes and audiences” (Serafini, 2001, p 392).


One very large role we as teachers play in our student’s education is to teach them about multiculture.  Some white children may not know what it is like to be an African-American, or a Native American, or even poor, or a different gender.  We as teachers need to make sure we are reading them books that focus on things that they are not familiar with.  We do need to sometimes search for the correct books to teach with.  Some books such as Disney’s The Lion King, as pointed out in Hade (1997), suggests that “the role of women is to do what the men tell them to do, even if it means living under cruelty they have the power to overcome” (p 233).  We need to challenge books and reform how we teach children about race, social class and gender issues.  “Challenging assumptions about race, class and gender must be at the core of multicultural education: our reading needs to do the same” (p 252).


Another challenging aspect of teaching is dealing with students bullying each other and calling each other names.  It is important that you try to tie in issues like this by reading stories about diversity, and people who may be different or even handicapped.  Educate your students that it is okay to be different, have different feelings, and even look different.  You could even invite speakers to your school to educate your students.  These people could be of a different race, or even gay or lesbian.  Reading the novel The Misfits by James Howe is a great way to start educating your students about name calling, bullying and hate language.  Make your classroom a “No Name Calling Room”. 


As you can see, being an educator is a very challenging job.  You not only have to try to teach them to read, but they have to comprehend what they read.  And in comprehending what they read, they need apply what they comprehend critically to their everyday lives.  Not only do you have to try to educate them not to be racist, but you have to teach them to not always take what they read into the text at face value.


My philosophy as an educator is to really educate my students with multiple sets of resources.  I want to make sure they see the whole picture.  I want them to think critically for themselves and be able to make the connections as I teach across the curriculum.  I want to make learning fun and exciting for them by giving them many hands-on and inquiry type projects to work on. I want them to be engaged as much as possible so they learn what I am trying to teach them.


I want to get to know my students.  I want to know what they think.  I want to listen and learn from them.  I want my students to feel safe in my room and with their peers.  I want my students to respect me and learn from me.

