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New Items This Week:
Mrs. Brown came in and showed us all how to use KidPix 3, so that is now one of our choices during computer time!

What We Did This Week:
Wrote Poems, made a class book about our families, Learned about the solar system, learned how to tell time to the half hour and added many new words that we can read to our word wall.  We also read and compared different versions of Cinderella, ask your students which one they liked best!

Items Needed:
I am still in need of empty shoeboxes, toilet paper rolls, Styrofoam balls and metal clothes hangers for an upcoming art project!

Upcoming Events:
Mr. Pete from the Nature Center is visiting next week to teach us about birds!

Reminders:
Don’t forget to return Friday folders Monday!  Book orders are due Tuesday.

Homework:
Have your child read to you at least 15 minutes a day.  Record books on the book sheet in the Friday Folder.  Practice spelling words.  Practice math facts.
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Our Star Student this week was Dylan!  Thanks for being my helper this week and sharing pictures and letting us as a class get to know you better!  Good luck in the future becoming an astronaut!

Thanks for a great week!    ~ Mrs. Collison

Information for Parents:

This Week’s Topic:  The Digital Divide!

The “Digital Divide” refers to the gap between people who have technology and people who do not.  There are students in the United States who don’t even have computers in their home, let alone access to the Internet.  Rural households are less likely to have Internet access than a suburban household.  Blacks and Hispanics are also less likely to have the Internet, as are the old and disabled.


Why does this matter?  Over 60% of jobs today require some sort of technology skills.  A household earning $75,000 or more 86.3% of them had Internet access.  In households earning less than $15,000 per year only 12.7% of them had access to the Internet or even computer technology at all.  Lack of today’s technology keeps those without it to be stuck in a low-paying job with no way to ever afford the technology and learn how to use it.

For More information visit:

http://www.riverdeep.net/current/2002/01/011402t_divide.jhtml
http://www.digitaldivide.org
Handheld Computer Use in the Classroom


To help stop the digital divide, a lot of schools are turning toward handheld computers for each student in the district for about the same cost as a pair of tennis shoes.  Technology is very much needed in our classrooms to prepare our students for the future.


How can these handheld computers benefit both the teacher and student?  Teachers can make assessment notes about a student quickly and quietly.  The computers can better engage the students during lessons and aid in note taking.  A question can be put on the board or projector for all students to answer using their handheld computers.  Teachers can also use palm computers to take attendance, make lesson plans and enter data without the waste of paper.  Students can create concept maps, write articles, for web publication and are engaged collaboratively with their teacher and classmates.


Handheld computers can also benefit special education students.  They may develop better skills in working as teams as well as helping them overcome learning hurdles.  The palm computer can help with a student’s self-esteem by aiding them in note taking and planning as well as lead to self-sufficiency.

For more information check out these sites:

www.palm.com/us/education/studies/study3/html
www.wtvi.com/teks/03_04articles/competing_visions.html
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How To Help Your 


Child Deal With a Bully
Violence:  Violence is any mean look, gesture, word, or action that hurts a person’s body, feelings, friendships, reputation or property, regardless of the intent.

Bullying:  Bullying is a form of violence that is intentional, repeated, and that involves an imbalance of power between the people involved.  Bullying can take the form of an action, word, or gesture.

Violence is on the increase with school-aged children.  Why?

· Parents spend 40% less time in the home

· Toxic culture: TV, internet, video games

· They are taught to use violence as a problem-solver

Bullying stimulates the same part of the brain that drugs and alcohol do.
75% of bullying happens at recess
71% goes on without intervention

Ratting V. Reporting

Ratting is telling an adult about

Reporting is telling an adult when you or

A problem when you::



someone else is getting hurt.  It could be

* could solve the problem yourself

about a person’s:

* just want to make yourself look good
* body

* really just want your own way

* feelings

* want to get someone in trouble that 

* friendships

   you don’t like




* property

Stop the Tattling: Empowering Your Children 

If someone is bothering your child, have him or her keep eye contact with the person who is bothering him or her.  In a calm voice, no whining, yelling, frowning or glaring, say to the person “That’s bothering me.  Please stop.  (Keep eye contact and wait for them to stop).  Thank you.”  If they don’t stop, repeat, “That’s bothering me.  Please stop.  (Keep eye contact and wait for them to stop.)  Thank you.”  If they still won’t stop, say “Stop or I’ll report it.”

Say to the teacher:  I need your help.  I’ve politely asked (name) to stop (behavior) three times.  They still keep doing it.  I’m getting angry and I don’t want to say or do anything mean.  Can you help me?

Teach Your Child To Become a Good Bystander

If your child sees another student being a bully, encourage them to do the following:

Use a shutdown and encourage other bystanders to use them too.  Say such things as: Knock it off, That’s mean, that’s rude, Back off, Relax, That is not cool, and Lay off.  Privately support the target.  Say things like:  That was so rude.  Are you all right?  Or, That makes him look bad.  Not cool.  Are you all right?  Report it to an adult quietly and privately.  Tell friends who are being mean to “chill” before they get reported.  Get a group of students to confront the mean person, but do it in private.  Say to the bully: We don’t like what you are doing to _____.  It’s getting old and we want you to stop.  If you don’t stop, someone will end up reporting it because a lot of people are sick of it.

What About Girls Who Bully?

Frienemy: A friend who acts like an enemy.  

Girls are more likely to describe their bully as a friend.  Girls tend to be cliquier than boys and want to belong and be popular.  Girl bullies usually do it in the form of shunning, rumors, cyber bullying, emotional blackmail and mean tricks.  We need to teach our daughters that someone who hurts you is not your friend, help them build more supportive relationships and create alternatives to one popular clique.

What should your child do if someone is bullying them?

If a bigger or older kid is pushing, shoving, or threatening them, they should:

Walk away calmly and with confidence.  Don’t run, but get to adult help as quickly as they can.  As they are walking away, have your child keep head level and eyes straight ahead, keep a poker face, hands in pockets or swinging at their sides, and don’t turn around or stop no matter what the bigger kid says.  Tell the nearest adult what happened.

You may also teach your child to use a comeback and then walk away.  They could say such things as: Nice try, sorry you feel that way, lame, whatever, or not even close. 

Or, you can teach your child to stand up for itself, and then walk away.  Have them say to the bully: That’s getting old.  If you do it again, I’m reporting it, or knock it off or I’ll report it.

Books for Children and Teens:

Boyd, L., Bailey The Big Bully.  Penguin Books, New York, NY, 1989.  (Grades K-2)

Ludwig, T., My Secret Bully.  Riverwood Books, Ashland, Oregon, 2003.  (Elementary-aged girls)

Langan, P., Bullying In Schools: What You Need To Know.  Townsend Press, West Berlin, NJ, 2003.  (Upper elementary and middle school students)

Crutcher, C., Whale Talk.  Random House, NY, 2001.  (High school students)

Books/Websites for Parents:

Garrity, C., Baris, M., and Porter, W., Bully-Proofing Your Child: A Parent’s Guide.  Sopris West, 2001.

Voors, William, Parents Book About Bullying.  Hazelden, 2000.

http://www.stopbullyingnow.com





Some Class Poem Samples:
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OCTOBER dances in

on scarlet leaves.

It flutters about

between dried corn

and pumpkins,

then slips out

on a cold 

haunted night.
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  Elmer’s Glue

Squishy, squashy, yicky, yucky

mmm…Elmer’s Glue.

Sticky, Stucky, wishy, washy

mmm…Elmer’s Glue.

Greasy, grimy, mishy, mashy

mmm…Elmer’s Glue.

Tasty, tempting, yummy in my tummy

mmm…Elmer’s Glue!!
