







Mary Hatfield-Collison









ENG 369

Theory and Practice Statement About Teaching Writing


Writing is an important literary component.  Teaching students writing is not an easy task to accomplish.  Writing is very complex to teach.  There are many components within writing that all interlace with each other.  It is hard to follow or grasp them all separately.  These intricate parts need to build upon each other for years before a student becomes really good at writing.  My job as a teacher is to help the students build those complex parts each block at a time.  

Since writing is very complex, it is important to get the student writing and worry about the mechanics and rules of writing later.  At a younger age, it is more important for them to get their ideas down on paper and worry about sentence structure, spelling, capitals and punctuation as they build their writing skills.  The more they write, the better they will become at it.  It is my job as their teacher to scaffold their learning through mini-lessons, modeling and conferencing with them on the mechanics of writing.

Writing is closely linked with reading.   It is important to model good writing to my students by reading to them from a variety of different authors and genres.  Let them see what good writing looks and sounds like.  Students will begin to use ideas and revision techniques that they see and hear in other author’s work.  I will write when my students write.  It is important for students to see their teacher writing and share his or her pieces with the class.

Time is a very important factor in writing.  Time needs to be set aside each day for your students to write.  At least an hour three to four days a week needs to be set aside for writer’s workshop.  As a teacher, I will allow enough “thinking” time for my students during writing.  “Writing is long periods of thinking and short periods of writing.” (Ernest Hemingway) Writing should also be happening throughout the day in all subject areas across the curriculum.  A structured classroom with positive classroom management helps in allowing for enough writing time for your students.

I will create a positive and structured classroom atmosphere for my students.  I will use positive affirmations with my students, praising them often.  I will make an effort to really get to know my students so they know I care about each one of them.  I will give my students choices.  This fosters ownership, gets them engaged, and builds trust and self-esteem.  A positive classroom environment makes a student feel safe.  When they feel safe, they will become engaged and produce more writing, and better quality writing.   

I will allow my students to choose their own topics to write about whenever possible.  When they select their own topic to write about they have an ownership of that topic which motivates them, they know their topic so they are knowledgeable on the subject matter they choose, and their creativity and voices will come through better in their writing.

I plan on incorporating many multi-genre projects into my classroom.  Not only will my students be introduced to many types of genres, but they will also be motivated to write using a fresh genre, not the same journal page or story written over and over.  I will incorporate poetry, memoirs, letters, a multi-genre research project, class books, and student books in my class.

I will teach mini-lessons to help my students become better writers.  I will model to my students what good writing looks and sounds like.  They will be able to hear how good writing flows together smoothly.  I will show them how to organize information using diagrams and charts.  I will model good revision techniques and ideas.  Each mini-lesson I teach will have a particular focus that varies with grade level, time of year, and the needs of the students.

Writer’s workshop will be an important part of my classroom.  Students will be writing on a topic of their choice.  Some are beginning a new piece; others are continuing to work on a piece that takes several days to write, while other students may be working on editing and publishing.  Some students may be broken off into pairs or small groups for group conferencing to gain ideas or revision strategies.  I will include an Author’s Chair where students get to share their writing with each other.  After a student shares his or her writing, other members of the class are invited to make nice comments or ask questions.  “Kids in writing workshops do see themselves as writers. It happens because teachers create a unique environment where students get to walk in the shoes of writers nearly everyday.” (Fletcher & Portalupi, p xi)

Each day I plan on conferencing with students on their writing.  I will make each conference short; I will have the student do most of the talking while I listen.  I will not overwhelm them by trying to fix too many things at once.  I will focus on one area of their writing to work on and make suggestions to them for improvement.  I will not force them to make the changes, merely model suggestions for improvement of their work.

Assessment of a student should include their portfolio, journals, presentations, and writing projects.  Standardized tests, quizzes, and teacher-generated tests should not be the only assessment used.  They may not accurately portray what a student can do or knows.  I plan on keeping samples of my student’s work throughout the school year to compare and see how they have improved as the year progresses.

As I have stated before, writing is very complex with many interlacing parts to it.  As a teacher, I will take the skills my students already have and build upon them to make them better writers.  I will give them choices and a safe working environment so they will become engaged in writing.  Students must be engaged to learn.  “Tell me and I forget.  Show me and I remember.  Involve me and I understand.”  (Chinese Proverb)  


Bibliography

Calkins.  (1994).  The art of teaching writing.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

This book covers all aspects, techniques and ideas to teach students to write.

Fletcher, R. & Portalupi, J.  (2001).  Writing workshop.  Portsmouth, NH:

 Heinemann.

This book introduces how to run a writer’s workshop in your classroom.  It shows how to effectively teach writing skills to your students.

Gruber, B.  (1994).  Powerful classroom strategies.  Torrance, CA:  Frank


 Schaffer Publications, Inc.

This book offers across-the-curriculum literature-based activities.  It has cooperative learning ideas and activities, reading, writing, active learning and classroom management tips. 

Lane, B.  (1993).  After the end: teaching and learning creative revision. 

 Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann.

This book teaches fun and interesting techniques to use to teach revision to your students.  It is a sourcebook of well-presented practical information full of solid ideas that a teacher can model and students can experiment with.

Lane, B.  (1999).  Reviser’s toolbox.  Shoreham, VT:  Discover Writing Press.

This book is a collection of ideas and samples from teachers and students.  The book uses student examples, reproducible forms, models and posters to inspire and create a class where revision is seen as the most important and exciting part of writing.

