Unit Plans
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Mary Hatfield-Collison

Grade Level:
Kindergarten

Content Focus:  Genres

Topic, Concept, Theme:  This unit will introduce the different types of genres to the students.  I will make cross-curricular connections by adding poetry writing, inquiry by integrating a K-W-L chart into the non-fiction genre, discuss and write about the setting, characters, and events, model how to make text-to-self and text-to-text connections, make predictions and retell up to three events.

Standards:
R.NT.00.01become familiar with classic, multicultural, and contemporary literature

recognized for quality and literary merit that represents our common heritage as well

as cultures from around the world.

R.NT.00.02 identify the basic form and purpose of a variety of narrative genre

including stories, nursery rhymes, poetry, and songs.

R.NT.00.03 discuss setting, characters, and events in narrative text.

R.NT.00.04 identify how author s /illustrators use literary devices including pictures

and illustrations to support the understanding of settings and characters.

R.NT.00.05 respond to individual and multiple texts by. finding evidence, discussing,

illustrating, and /or writing to reflect, make meaning, and make connections.

R.IT.00.01 identify and describe the basic form and purpose of a variety of

informational genre including environmental text, concept books, and picture books.

R.IT.00.02 with teacher guidance, discuss informational text patterns including

descriptive and sequential.

R.IT.00.03 explain how authors use text features including pictures, icons to enhance the understanding of key ideas presented in descriptive (definitions, enumeration) and sequential (directions, steps, procedures) organizational pat terns.

R.IT.00.04 respond to individual and multiple texts by. finding evidence, discussing, illustrating, and /or writing to reflect, make meaning, and make connections.

R.CM.00.01 begin to make text-to-self and text-to-text connections and comparisons

by activating prior knowledge and connecting personal knowledge and experience to

ideas in text through oral and written responses.

R.CM.00.02 retell up to three events from familiar text using their own words or

phrasing.

R.CM.00.03 begin to make connections across texts by making meaningful predictions

based on illustrations or portions of texts.

R.MT.00.01 self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to familiar text by

using simple strategies to increase comprehension including making credible predictions

based on illustrations.

W.W.WGN.00.02 approximate poetry, using copy change and teacher guidance, based reading a wide variety of grade-appropriate poetry.

W.W.WGN.00.03 write a brief informational piece such as a page for a class book using

drawings, words, word-like clusters, and/or sentences.

W.W.WGN.00.04 contribute to a class research project by adding relevant information to a

class book including gathering information from teacher-selected resources and using the

writing process to develop the project.

S S.DS.00.01 engage in substantive conversations, remaining focused on subject matter,

with interchanges beginning to build on prior responses in literature discussions, paired

conversations, or other interactions.

S.DS.00.02 briefly tell or retell about familiar experiences or interests focusing on basic

story grammar or main ideas and key details.

S.DS.00.03 respond to multiple text types by reflecting, making meaning, and making

connections.

L.CN.00.01 understand and follow one-and two-step directions.

L.CN.00.02 ask appropriate questions during a presentation or report.

L.CN.00.03 listen to or view knowledgeably while demonstrating appropriate social

skills of audience behaviors (e.g., eye contact, attentive, supportive) in small and large

group settings; listen to each other, interact, and respond appropriately.

L L.RP.00.01 listen to or view knowledgeably and discuss a variety of genre.

L.RP.00.02 listen to or view knowledgeably, and respond thoughtfully to both classic and

contemporary texts recognized for quality and literary merit.

L.RP.00.03 respond to multiple text types listened to or viewed knowledgeably, by

discussing, drawing, and/or writing in order to reflect, make meaning, and make connections.

Three Week Overview:  Students will be able to identify different types of genre including poetry, concept books, non-fiction informational books, fairy tales and picture books.  Students will learn how to make predictions, make text-to-text and text-to-self connections, be able to retell the beginning, middle and end of a narrative text, and be able to identify the setting and characters in a narrative text.  Students will be able to illustrate or write about the beginning, middle and end of a narrative text.  Students will be able to write about or illustrate the characters and setting of a story.  As a class, with the teachers help, students will be able to write a cinquain poem, a found poem, and a class informational book.


Week 1:  Introduce students to poetry.  Read to them from several poetry books such as Shel Silverstein and Jack Prelutzky.  Talk to them about different types of poems.  Have them create poem from their name.  Introduce concept books.  Students will make a class alphabet concept book.


Week 2:  Introduce picture books.  Teach students how to predict by taking them through a picture walk.  Model how to make text-to-text and text-to-self connections.  Teach them how to identify the setting and characters in a story.  Students will be able to retell the beginning, middle and end of a narrative story with teacher modeling.  Students will make Dinah Zike project illustrating and/or writing the beginning, middle and end of a narrative picture book.    As a class, students will make a book quilt, dividing students into groups to complete setting, characters, beginning, middle, end and favorite part of the story.  Introduce Fairy Tales.  Students will write a class cinquain poem and a found poem.


Week 3:  Introduce non-fiction informational books.  Model inquiry by using a K-W-L chart.  Read several informational books on animals.  Model making connections with the class.  With teacher assistance, make a class book by way of a research project on animals using student-led inquiry.

Lesson Plans – Week 2 Day 2

Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to make predictions, make connections, identify the setting and characters, and be able to retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story by creating a Dinah Zike flip page illustrating and or writing about the picture book narrative.

Warm-Up:  I will ask the students to join me on the rug for a story.  I will take a picture walk through the book to have the students make predictions and let them decide the genre of the book.

Objective/Purpose:  We are going to read a picture book together as a class and make predictions, connections, talk about the setting, characters and make a flip page illustrating and/or writing about what happened in the beginning, middle and end of our story.

Instructional Input:  Model how to make predictions, text-to-text and text-to-self connections, how to identify the setting and characters in the story and how to retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Show students how to make Dinah Zike flip page (or have them pre-made depending on the class ability level).

Modeling:  Show finished example of Dinah Zike beginning, middle and end flip page.  Show the students how you made it.  Model to them how it was made.

Activities/Questions:  Ask students:  What do you think the story is going to be about?  What do you think will happen next?  What is the setting?  Does this book remind you of another book we just read?  Who are the characters in the story?  What happened first in the story?  What happened next?  What happened at the end? 

Guided/Monitored Practice:  Students will complete a Dinah Zike flip page project retelling the beginning/middle/end of the story using illustrations and/or writing. 

Independent Practice:  None at this age level.

Closure:  Students will show with their Dinah Zike project that they can retell a story.  They will also be able to respond to any prediction, setting or story character questions I may ask of them.

Lesson Plans – Week 2 Day 3

Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to make predictions, make connections, identify the setting and characters, and be able to retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story by creating a class book quilt.

Warm-Up: Ask the students to join me on the rug for a picture book story.  I will take them for a picture walk through the story so they may make predictions and decide the genre. 

Objective/Purpose:  We are going to read a picture book together as a class and make predictions, connections, talk about the setting, characters, and what happened in the beginning, middle and end of our story.  We will then break up into groups and each group will write and/or illustrate a part of our class story quilt.  One group will do the setting, one group the characters, one group the beginning of the story, one group the middle of the story, and the last group the end of the story.

Instructional Input:  Model how to make predictions, text-to-text and text-to-self connections, how to identify the setting and characters in the story and how to retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story.  

Modeling:  Show finished example of a quilt square.  Show the students how you made it.  Model to them how it was made.

Activities/Questions:  Ask students:  What do you think the story is going to be about?  What do you think will happen next?  What is the setting?  Does this book remind you of another book we just read?  Who are the characters in the story?  What happened first in the story?  What happened next?  What happened at the end? 

Guided/Monitored Practice:  Break students up into even groups.  One group will illustrate and/or write about the setting, the next group will illustrate/write about the characters, the next group what happened in the beginning of the story, the next group the middle of the story, and the last group the end of the story.  Each student does their own quilt square after discussing with his or her group what to put on the square.

Independent Practice:  None at this age level.

Closure:  Students will show their understanding of setting, characters, and story retell with their class book quilt project squares.  They will also be able to respond to any questions I ask about the genre of the book and predictions.

Lesson Plans – Week 2 Day 4

Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to identify a Fairy Tale.  Students will be able to make predictions, tell the setting, characters and retell up to three events.  Students will write a cinquain poem as a class with the teachers help.

Warm-Up: Ask the students to join me on the rug for a picture book story.  I will take them for a picture walk through the story so they may make predictions and decide the genre. 

Objective/Purpose:  We are going to read a fairy tale picture book together as a class and make predictions, connections, talk about the setting, characters, and what happened in the beginning, middle and end of our story.  We will talk about what makes this book a fairy tale.  We will write a class cinquain poem.

Instructional Input:  Model how to make predictions, text-to-text and text-to-self connections, how to identify the setting and characters in the story and how to retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Define and give examples of a cinquain poem.

Modeling:  Show example of cinquain poem and model how to write one.

Activities/Questions:  Ask students:  What do you think the story is going to be about?  What do you think will happen next?  What is the setting?  Does this book remind you of another book we just read?  Who are the characters in the story?  What happened first in the story?  What happened next?  What happened at the end? 

Guided/Monitored Practice:  As a class, students will write a cinquain poem with the teachers help and guidance.

Independent Practice:  None at this age level.

Closure:  Students will show understanding of predictions, genre, setting, characters and retell through questions and answers.  Students will show understanding of how to write a cinquain poem by participating in the whole class writing process.

Lesson Plan Week 2 Day 5

Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to identify a Fairy Tale.  Students will be able to make predictions, tell the setting, characters and retell up to three events.  Students will write a found poem as a class with the teachers help.

Warm-Up: Ask the students to join me on the rug for a picture book story.  I will take them for a picture walk through the story so they may make predictions and decide the genre. 

Objective/Purpose:  We are going to read a fairy tale picture book together as a class and make predictions, connections, talk about the setting, characters, and what happened in the beginning, middle and end of our story.  We will talk about what makes this book a fairy tale.  We will write a class found poem.

Instructional Input:  Model how to make predictions, text-to-text and text-to-self connections, how to identify the setting and characters in the story and how to retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Define and give examples of a found poem.

Modeling:  Show example of a found poem and model how to write one.

Activities/Questions:  Ask students:  What do you think the story is going to be about?  What do you think will happen next?  What is the setting?  Does this book remind you of another book we just read?  Who are the characters in the story?  What happened first in the story?  What happened next?  What happened at the end? 

Guided/Monitored Practice:  As a class, students will write a found poem with the teachers help and guidance.

Independent Practice:  None at this age level.

Closure:  Students will show understanding of predictions, genre, setting, characters and retell through questions and answers.  Students will show understanding of how to write a found poem by participating in the whole class writing process.

Lesson Plans Week 3 Day 1

Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to identify a non-fiction informational book.  Students will create a K-W-L chart as a class.

Warm-Up: Ask the students to join me on the rug.  Make a K-W-L chart on chart paper.  Ask students what they know about the book topic.  Write down responses.  Ask students what they want to know about the subject.  Write down responses.  I will take them for a picture walk through the story so they may make predictions and decide the genre.  Read the story. 

Objective/Purpose:  We are going to read a non-fiction informational book together as a class and make predictions and connections.

We will talk about what makes this book a non-fiction informational book.  We will create a class K-W-L chart.

Instructional Input:  Model how to make predictions, text-to-text and text-to-self connections.  Define and give examples of a non-fiction book and demonstrate how to create a K-W-L chart.

Modeling:  How to create a K-W-L chart.

Guided/Monitored Practice:  As a class, students will make and fill in the K-W-L chart.  Ask students what they know, what they want to know, and after you read the story, what they learned about the subject.

Independent Practice:  None at this age level.

Closure:  Students will show understanding of predictions, genre and connections through questions and answers.  Students will show understanding of how to create a K-W-L chart by participating in the class activity.

Bibliography

Picture Books

Sendak, Maurice.  Where The Wild Things Are.  Harper.  1963.

Ages 4-10 (Fantasy Picture Book)


Where The Wild Things Are is a story about a boy named Max, who goes on a journey in a boat and lands where the wild things are.  Max’s journey and his “scary monsters” is only his imagination, but what a great journey it is.  I selected this book to represent picture books because of the great illustrations.  It is a Caldecott medal winner.  It is a true “picture book” in that the illustrations fill up the whole page and they enhance the meaning of the story by illustrating the words.

Keats, Ezra Jack.  The Snowy Day.  Viking.  1962.

Ages 4-9  (Realistic Fiction Picture Book)


The Snowy Day is a story about a little boy who celebrates the snow-draped city with a day of adventures.  He knocks snow from trees, makes footprints, creates a snow angel and tries to save a snowball for the next day.  This book is notable as the first full-color book to feature a small black hero.  It is also a Caldecott winner.  The illustrations are cutouts, watercolor and collage.  Again, the illustrations fill up the page, with just a few lines of words per page.  The illustrations tell the story and expand the text.

Bridwell, Norman.  Clifford’s First Christmas.  Scholastic.  New York.  1994. ISBN# 0-590-48420-6  Ages 3-9 (Fantasy Picture Book)


Clifford’s First Christmas is a story about a girl and her dog.  It’s her puppy’s first Christmas.  Illustrated by Norman Bridwell.  32 pages.  This is a great book to teach setting, characters, connections and predictions.  Students love these picture books, they have great pictures and a nice short story.

Additional Picture Books:

Corduroy (1968), Don Freeman

Curious George (1941), H. A. and Margret Rey

Madeline (1939), Ludwig Bemelmans

The Tale of Peter Rabbit (1901), Beatrix Potter

Concept Books

Walsh, Ellen Stoll.  Mouse Count.  New York.  Voyager Books.  1991.

Ages 3-6 (Counting Book)


Mouse Count is a story about how ten mice outsmart a snake.  It teaches the concept of counting from 1-10.  It would be an excellent teaching tool for preschool or kindergarten students.  You could get a plastic jar and ten toy mice and practice counting with the book.  Your students could even come up and help. 

Murphy, Stuart J.  The Best Bug Parade.  HarperCollins Children’s Books.  1996.

Ages 3-6

The title of the book, The Best Bug Parade, gives the book away.  It is about bugs that are having a parade.  This book teaches the concept of size comparison.  It is a great teaching tool for early learners.  You can get an assortment of plastic bugs and have the students compare them and tell you what they notice, which is bigger, smaller, etc.

Jonas, Ann.  Splash.  New York.  Mulberry Press.  1995.

Ages 4-7

Splash is a story about a day at the pond.  Fish, turtles, a dog and a cat take turns getting in and out of the pond either on purpose or by accident.  It teaches the concept of early addition and subtraction.  It is a fantastic book to introduce addition and subtraction to students.  You can use a bucket to represent the “pond” and either different colored balls or toy fish, turtles, etc. to represent the animals.  The students act out the animals going in and coming out of the pond, doing the addition and subtraction physically with their hands.

Additional Concept Books:

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom (1989), Bill Martin, Jr. and John Archambault

Ten Black Dots (1986), Donald Crews
Transitional Fiction

Giff, Patricia Reilly.   The Secret at Polk Street School.  Dell Publishing.  New York.  1987.

Ages 8-12  (Realistic Fiction)


The Secret at Polk Street School is a story about elementary school students who have a mystery to solve.  This book accommodates the young independent reader who is ready to move from easy readers to chapter books.  It has full-page illustrations every 5 to 10 pages, simple text, short sentences and a plot that is not complicated with short chapters.  The story is also realistic in that it could happen at any elementary school and the characters could be any children at any given school – it could really happen.

Additional Transitional Realistic Fiction:

Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Television Dog (1981), David A. Adler

Horrible Harry and the Ant Invasion (1989), Suzy KLINE

Second Grade-Friends Again (1994), Miriam Cohen

Poetry

Horton, Joan.  Halloween Hoots and Howls.  Henry Holt and Company.  1999.

Ages 5-12


Halloween Hoots and Howls is a collection of Halloween poems all by the same author.  Some rhyme, some are freestyle, and all are very cute with big, bright illustrations geared toward the younger audience.

Additional Poetry:

Alligator Pie (1974), Dennis Lee

The New Kid on the Block (1984), Jack Prelutsky

Where the Sidewalk Ends (1974), Shel Silverstein

Fantasy

VanAllsburg, Chris.  The Polar Express.  Houghton Mifflin Company.  New York.  1985.

Ages 5-adult  (Picture Book Fiction)


The Polar Express is about a boy questioning the reality of Santa Claus.  Late one night, he boards a train bound for the North Pole.  He meets Santa, and is given a bell from one of reindeer as a gift.  He will always hear the bell ring as long as he believes.  This story is fantasy because of the characters, Santa Claus, the elves, flying reindeer and the “trip” on the train to the North Pole.

Williams, Margery.  The Velveteen Rabbit.  Scholastic, Inc.  New York.  1990.

Ages 5-12


The Velveteen Rabbit is about a stuffed rabbit that wants to become real like the wild rabbits he sees hopping in the woods.  His owner, a young boy who loves him very much, gets sick and the little rabbit is set aside to be burned because of the germs on him.  A fairy turns him into a real rabbit because the boy loved him so.  The story is fantasy because toys cannot talk or come to life, and fairies do not exist.

Additional Fantasy:

Charlotte’s Web (1952), E. B. White

Harry Potter Series, J. K. Rowling

The Hobbit (1938), J. R. R. Tolkien

Winnie-the-Pooh (1926), A. A. Miline

Non-Fiction

Parsons, Alexandra.  Amazing Spiders.  Alfred A Knopf.  New York.  1990.

Ages 7-12 (Information Book)


Amazing Spiders is a close-up look at some of the world’s most amazing spiders.  It is full of facts and real photos of spiders.  This book tells what a spider is, why they help the earth, how they spin a web and it includes many different varieties of spiders such as jack-in-the-box, water spiders, jumpers, weavers, spitters, etc.  It is a look at the true behavior and real pictures of spiders.

Additional Non-Fiction Information Books:

Our Solar System (1992), Seymour Simon

Volcano (1986), Patricia Lauber 

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view_printer_friendly.asp?id=835

This website gives you great lesson plan ideas that you can use in your classroom.  It also includes materials that can be reproduced for use with the lesson plans.

Gruber, B.  (1994).  Powerful Classroom Strategies.  Torrance, CA:  Frank Schaffer


 Publications, Inc.


This book gives great lesson ideas and activity sheets that may be reproduced for student use.
