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DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELOR EDUCATION AND COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY


COURSE OUTLINE

Course Number and Title:
CECP 6860, Learning and Cognition
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m.- Noon, Fall 2008
Name of Instructor:

Mary Z. Anderson, Ph.D.

3110 Sangren Hall

387-5113, mary.anderson@wmich.edu

Office Hours:


By appointment (phone 387-5100):a 


Tuesdays       10:00 a.m. - Noon

Wednesdays  
1:00 p.m. -   3:00 p.m.


Thursdays
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
                                              Walk/phone in:
Mondays
2:00 p.m. -   3:00 p.m.


Tuesdays
9:30 a.m. -  10:00 a.m.    


Wednesdays  12:30 p.m. -   1:00 p.m.

Required Texts and Materials: 
Ormrod, J. E. (2008). Human Learning (5th Ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education.
Medin, D. L., Ross, B. H., & Markman, A. B. (2005). Cognitive Psychology (4th Ed.), Chapters 11-14 (pp.353-476). Hoboken, NJ : John Wiley & Sons b

Individualized Readings c 

Course Description:  This course examines contemporary understanding of human learning and cognition. While acknowledging the importance of behavioral viewpoints, emphasis is placed on cognitive viewpoints concerning the nature of thinking, learning, and knowing. Students are expected to critically examine material presented in course readings and to actively consider applications of course material to the practice of counseling as well as teaching. 

Objectives:  

1) To develop an understanding of contemporary behavioral and cognitive viewpoints on learning.

2) To practice critical evaluation of theory and research. 
3) To apply understanding of theoretical concepts and empirical findings concerning learning and cognition to the practice of counseling and teaching.

a If you are unable to meet during regular office hours, contact the instructor by email to set up an alternative time. b These chapters are available through library e-reserve. c Each student will select and summarize individualized additional readings on a topic of their choice (see course requirements). 

Modes of Instruction: As a doctoral level seminar, this course is primarily focused on critical discussion and application of readings. The instructor will review and clarify core concepts from assigned readings and facilitate class discussions. Students are expected to read assigned materials prior to class, and prepare questions and notes to facilitate their own involvement in class discussion. Students are encouraged to take notes and develop questions in 3 areas: major concepts, including any issues or concepts you may want further clarification about; examples of how you can see/have seen major concepts unfold in your own life or the lives of others you know/have worked with; and reactions to readings, including thoughts on biases, limitations, and strengths of each theory/study. Each student will also lead discussion of individualized readings on a topic of their choice (see course requirements). 
Academic Honesty Students are responsible for making themselves aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Graduate Catalog that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe a student has been involved in academic dishonesty, the student will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Referred students will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If the student believes s/he is not responsible, s/he will have the opportunity for a hearing. Students should consult with me if they are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.

University policies pertaining to academic honesty can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities. Please also visit http://osc.wmich.edu and www.wmich.edu/registrar to access the Code of Honor and general academic policies on such issues as diversity, religious observance, student disabilities, etc.
Academic Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact the instructor as soon as possible.

Course Requirements:

1) Active Participation in Class Discussions (Weekly), 10% of course grade
2) Initial Reflection Paper (9/10/08), 5% of course grade 
3) Individualized Reading Presentations, 15% of course grade
4) Midterm Paper (10/22/08), 30% of course grade
5) Reflection Paper - Revisited (12/03/08), 5% of course grade
6) Final Paper (12/10/08), 30% of course grade
Active Participation in Class Discussions: Class discussions are intended to facilitate deep processing of assigned readings, critical evaluation of theory and research, and application of theory and research to the practice of counseling and teaching. Students are expected to complete reading assignments prior to class and to be prepared to engage in thoughtful critical discussion of readings. Students should strive to demonstrate a balance of verbal input and involved listening during class discussion. Students will be assigned credit or no credit for participation at the end of each class period. Credit will be awarded for making a substantive contribution to class discussions. 

Initial Reflection Paper: The purpose of this paper is to actively engage students in thinking about course material. Students should spend some time thinking about their existing knowledge and beliefs concerning learning, thinking, and knowing. Students are encouraged to consider their own experiences with learning as well as their experiences with teaching or encouraging learning in others. Students should also reflect on any knowledge drawn from past formal instruction in learning and cognition. Students may also wish to identify topic areas in which they have limited understanding. The paper should be a 3-5 page summary of student’s current working theory of learning. As the purpose of this assignment is to promote early active engagement of course material, full credit will be given for completing the assignment.
Individualized Reading Presentations: The purpose of this assignment is to engage students in more extensive consideration of class topics. During the initial class meeting, each student will sign-up to provide individual reading presentations for a specific class topic. Students will select two additional readings on the topic, critically review the readings prior to the class period when that topic will be covered, provide a handout listing the citation for each reading and a brief synopsis of the central ideas, provide more extended oral summary of each reading, and engage the class in a discussion of how these additional readings add to the basic required readings for the course. Up to two students may sign-up for each topic. Students may work individually or in groups to complete this assignment. Students who choose to work in groups will need to cover an equivalent of 2 readings per group member. 
Midterm Paper: Students will select a theory or concept from course readings, and discuss how that theory or concept could be used to enhance their counseling or teaching practice. This paper should be approximately 8-10 pages in length, should follow APA style, and should use scholarly literature to support the proposed application. Topics for the midterm paper must be submitted for approval by 9/24/08. Topics may focus on application of theories or concepts covered in either the first or second half of the semester, but must be firmly connected to course content, and applied to counseling or teaching practice. To gain approval for this paper, students must present a brief written explanation (1-2 paragraphs) of the topic area, and at least 2 references that are relevant to developing an applied paper on the topic. Midterm Papers are due 10/22/08.
Reflection Paper - Revisited: The purpose of this paper is to actively engage students in reflecting on the impact of course material on their thinking. Students should spend some time thinking about the breadth of ideas covered in the course, the concepts they engaged more deeply through individualized readings, and papers, and reviewing their initial reflection paper. Students are encouraged to consider their own experiences with learning as well as their experiences with teaching or encouraging learning in others in this context. Students may also wish to identify topic areas in which they gained knowledge or continue to have limited understanding. The paper should be a 3-5 page summary of student’s end-of semester working theory of learning. As the purpose of this assignment is to promote active engagement of course material rather than demonstration of scholarly knowledge, full credit will be given for completing the assignment.

Final Paper: There are 3 Options for the Final Paper. In each case students will extend their understanding of learning and cognition through critical review and discussion of scholarly literature. This paper should be approximately 15-20 pages in length, should follow APA style, and should use scholarly literature to support the ideas presented. Topics for the final paper must be submitted for approval by 11/12/08. To gain approval for the final paper, the Topic as well as the Option, must be clearly stated and explicitly connected to Course Objectives. Final Papers are due 12/10/08.
Option 1 – Conduct a literature review and summarize current thinking on an issue or topic related to learning and cognition that was not covered (or not covered in much detail) in course readings. Topics for this option could be either basic or applied. To gain approval for this paper, students must present a brief written explanation (1-2 paragraphs) of the topic area, and list at least 5 references that are relevant to the topic area. 
Option 2 – Propose a research study. Briefly review the literature in a specific area related to learning and cognition, and identify a gap. Pose a specific research question aimed at addressing the gap in the literature, and present a detailed plan for a study. Include discussion of participant selection, data collection procedures, data analysis, expected implications of findings, and limitations. To gain approval for this paper, students must present a brief written explanation (1-2 paragraphs) of their topic area, including the general nature of the research questions, and at least 5 references that are relevant to the topic area. 

Option 3 – Identify a book length treatment of a core theory or concept discussed in class. Read the book and present a summary of what you learned. Include discussion of core concepts, critical evaluation of existing empirical evidence, and suggestions for future research and/or implications for the practice of counseling or teaching. To gain approval for this paper, students must present a brief written explanation (1-2 paragraphs) of their topic area, and identify the specific text they will review. 

Tentative Schedule of Class Topics

CECP 6860 -- Fall 2008
Date



      Topics



Readings
Sep     3


Introduction to Course


Sep   10


Reflections on Learning

Ormrod (2004) Chs. 1 & 2




Reflection Paper Due



Sep   17


Behaviorist Views of Learning
Ormrod (2004) Chs. 3 & 4
Sep   24


Behaviorist Views Continued

Ormrod (2004) Ch. 5 



Submit Topic for Midterm Paper

Oct     1


Social Cognitive Theory

Ormrod (2004) Ch. 6 

Oct     8


Introduction to Cognitive Views
Ormrod (2004) Chs. 7 & 8




Long Term Memory: Storage
Oct   15


Long Term Memory: Knowledge
Ormrod (2004) Chs. 9 & 10
 


and Retrieval 
Oct   22


Developmental Perspectives

Ormrod (2004) Ch. 11 



Midterm Paper Due
Oct   29


Metacognition; Self Regulated
Ormrod (2004) Ch. 12





Learning; Guest Speaker
Nov    5


Transfer & Problem Solving

Ormrod (2004) Ch. 13; 





Medin et al (2005) Ch. 12
Nov  12


Social Processes


Ormrod (2004) Ch. 14



Submit Topic for Final Paper
Nov  19


Motivation



Ormrod (2004) Chs. 15 & 16
Nov  26


Expertise



Medin et al (2005) Ch. 13
Dec     3

 
Reasoning; Judgment and

Medin et al (2005) 




Decision Making


Chs. 11 & 14




Reflection Paper –Revisited Due
Dec   10

 
No Class
Final Paper Due at noon
