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The State

According to orthodox Marxism—with its juridical, military, police, and educa-
tional powers—in a capitalist society, the dominant classes use the state as an
instrument for the social control of subordinate classes. In Marxist-Leninist the-
ory, the state apparatus taken over by the proletaciat would be used to ensure the
working classes consolidation of power and control. Eventually, when all ¢classes
had disappeared and the society was classless, the state, as an instrurnent of the
domination of one class over another, would wither away. However, in the his-
torical reality of the Soviet system, the state, especially under Stalin, became an
instrument of totalitarian repression. Schoels, as agencies of the Soviet state,
transmitted an academically rigid Communist Party line.

Some theorists who continue to subscribe to Marx’s basic theories have
revised them. These revisionist Marxists are called Neo-Marxists. In contempo-
rary Neo-Marxism, the role of the state in a capitalist society is more complex.

+While generally reinforcing the hegemony of the dominant class, the state, espe;
cially its legislative and judicial brapches, acts as an arena of ¢lass conflict. Under
Neo-Conservatives, the state would encourage and sponsor market-driven edn-
cational programs. It would frame its educational agenda in terms of increasing
economic productivity, as occurred in the wake of the publication of A Nation
at Risk in 1983 with the Reagan administration. However, Liberals also view the
state as an arena in which social movements and forces seek to implement their
agendas.

MARXIST EDUCATIONAL THEORY

Karl Marx was primarily a social, economic, and political, rather than an edu-
cational. theorist. His general ideology has had a significant impact on modem
history.

Marx believed that the task of a genuine education, based on the principles
of sciendfic socialism that he developed, required the exposure and eradication
of “false consciousness™ from the minds of the proletariat. False consciousness
was the product of a dominant class ideology, which was imposed on and
accepted by the subordinate class. For example, the ruling class will claim that
its political and economic principles are universaily true; scheols should transmit
these general universal truths and values to the young.? For Marx, these dominant
class principles were a form of ideological brainwashing in capitalist schooling.

Contemporary Neo-Marxists, taking a broader perspective than orthodox
Marxists, see capitalism as a cultural as well as an economic systemn.!® Capital-
ist culwre, reflected in schools and other social institutions, becomes hege-
monic as the dominant group imposes its ideology on subordinate groups. In
addition to analyzing economic conditions, they examine how schools have
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reproduced ideological, social, and political relationships that reflect dominant
group interests.

Speculative philosophies such as Idealism and Thomism, like religion, con-
tributed to the false consciousness of the proletariat, according to Marx. Realisiiny
especially its scientific variety, could be used to gain an accurate picture of reality
when incorporated with Marxist dialectical materialism. Ideologies such as Lib-

eralism and Conservatism were also part of the defensive armor of dominant
groups to control subordinate gnes. Certain aspects of Utoplan Socialism, Marx
believed, provided a useful analysis but a muddle-headed strategy for social
change. Thus, Marx saw part of his task as consigning the philosophies and ide-
ologies that contributed to false consciousness to the trash heap of history.

In a world that was purged of false philosophies, Marx’s ideology, which he
called “scientific socialism™ or Communism, could be used to establish a revo-
lutionary consciousness in the working class. The vanguard of the proletariat, a
revoluuonary elite, could educate the working class to their true interests. The
pirpose of ediiéation, for Marx, was to put revolutionary theory into practice.
Theory, arising from an analysis of concrete historical events and movements,
was to be the basis for the strategy of the revolution and the coming classless
society. By adhering to these revolutionary guidelines, the proletariat would be
victorious.

Marxist educational theory arises from a conception of the human being as
a natural person whaose social nature is based on the means and modes of eco-
nomic production. Human beings, particularly the proletarjat, need to be imbued
with the materialist concept of CORSCIOUSTESS. I hip dog = o 7/imin 37 1

Marx envisioned schooling, or formal instruction, as consisting of both intel-
lectual and physical development, as well as techmological, or polytechnical,
training, which was to introduce the young to productive processes.

Industrial, or polytechnical, education was to be more than the occupational
specialization of the capitalist syster. It was to be a means of reducipg the alien-
ation of workers from their labor and its product. Polytechnical education was
o obea generallzed d industrial preparation that, by combining theory and practice,
prepared a person to perform a variety of work and to understand the meaning
of economically produced social change.

Ll A+ P?'M/VJ
NEO-MARXISM'S EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

In addition to theorists who adhere to orthodox Marxism, there are those who
have modernized Marxism for use as an analytical instument. These Neo-Marx-
ists, who have modified and revised classical Marxist theory, have examined the
process of schooling in capitalist society. Like most educational ideologies and
theories, Neo-Marxism contains a general frame of reference derived from Marx-
ism. It 2lso contains, however, differing reinterpretations of Marxist ideology.!!
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