Rachael Church

1. Safe Surfing

http://www.kidsdomain.com/features/safesurf/
ABC Glossary (http://www.kidsdomain.com/features/safesurf/gloss.html)

You could use this website for children who are just beginning to use computers at school. It gives definitions of many common internet terms, such as internet, E-mail, home page, mouse, and hyperlink. After you have familiarized students with this terminology, you could have them perform a scavenger hunt on the internet, or simpler things such as establishing an e-mail address. You could also have students go to educational web sites, which is also a term they defined.

2. Computers; Inside & Out

http://www.kidsdomain.com/brain/computer/lesson.html
The Windows Desktop (http://www.kidsdomain.com/brain/computer/lesson/comp_les8b.html)

This is also a website that introduces students to basic things; in this case, windows desktop. It introduces wallpapers, desktop icons, toolbars, and the start menu. You could use this in the classroom by having students do an in class project of customizing their desktop picture (if this is allowed in your school). You can also walk around the room, asking students to point at the scroll bar, or have them shut off the computer when you are done by finding the “shut down” button. Worksheets of a computer could be made that students can find things on.
3. Computer Toolbox

http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/_computertoolbox-index.html
Age 4-8; Kidspiration (http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/kidspiration.html)

This allows children to build a story with pictures, and translate them into text by clicking a picture. This is a very neat way to get children involved with writing stories, especially if they struggle with writing or show little interest. It captures a whole new audience with visuals, as well as writing. You could use this program as a fun way to help children write about a subject you’ve already discussed in class. Every child could get a turn using Kidspiration.
