Social Work 3650
Chapter 6 Measuring Instruments
Levels of Measurement
Level of measurement pertains to the rules of mathematical operations that may be performed with specific data.

Nominal Measures

Simply categorical and do not have values assigned in the sense of greater than or less than ex. Race, ethnicity

Ordinal Measures


Fixed categories that can be ranked from lowest to highest


Ex. income bracket, level in college

Interval Measures

Are ranked but have equal spaces between the intervals

Ex. depression scale, anxiety scale “0” on these items constructed and not a real absence of the variable
Ratio Measures
The highest level of measurement, is the same as interval but has a “0” point which is real. Ex. age, GPA, years of college
Questions to Ask Before we Measure
Why do we Measure?
Assessment and Diagnosis
Evaluation of Practice Effectiveness

Applied Research

What do we want to measure?

Wideband-all of the characteristics of a variable


Narrowband-in-depth view of a specific aspect of a variable

Who will make the measure?

Participants or Researcher

What Format?

Checklist or scale

Where will the measurement be?


Real setting or artificial

When will the measure be made?

Time 
Types of measuring Instruments
Journals or Diaries


Participants record events-interpretive

Logs


Structured account-participant-interpretive

Inventories


List generated by participants-interpretive

Checklist


List created by researcher-positivist

Summative Instruments

Scales or indexes created by researcher-add up items to get a total score-positivist

Standardized Measuring Instruments
Purpose-Why it was developed

Description-what is it used for

Norms-who is it used for

Scoring-How are the numbers tallied

Reliability-How stable are the scores

Validity-How accurate are the scores
Choosing a Measurement Device


Should have sound theoretical base



Should be valid and reliable



Use the highest level of measurement available



Use instruments with the least amount of error



Use the most feasible when possible

