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Course Description
This course provides students with knowledge of child psychopathology as an aspect of human functioning and cultural labeling.  Primary focus is on the interaction between physiological, developmental, emotional, and social aspects of child psychopathology from cognitive behavioral, descriptive and psychodynamic points of view.  General implications for social work intervention, ethical and value issues, and relevant research will receive some consideration.  Emphasis of this course will be children & adolescents. Prerequisite: SWRK 6310 or consent of instructor.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of the course the student should be able to:
1. Discuss the primary characteristics of the major categories of childhood and adolescence as defined in DSM-IV.

2. Discuss alternative theoretical perspectives for understanding the dynamics and treatment of behavior disorders of childhood and adolescence
3. Understand the development and biopsychosocial nature of challenging behavior as viewed from the theoretical perspective taken in the course.

4. Discuss the use and content of each of the five “axes” utilized in the DSM-IV labeling system.

5. Understand Social Work ethics and values as they apply to diagnostic labeling.
6. Provide a defendable perspective on the relationship between diagnosis, diagnostic labeling, and treatment.

7. Understand the treatment implications of the disorders studies.

8. Understand the relationship between child, adolescent, and adult psychopathology.

9. Appreciate the aspects and implications of psychopathological labeling relative to females and minorities.

10. Understand the concept of embeddedness as it applies to behavior disorders of childhood and adolescence/
11. Demonstrate an awareness of the importance of research and its implications as they relate to psychopathological assessment and labeling.

12. Demonstrate an awareness of the implications of policy relative to assessment and labeling and populations at risk.

Relationship to other courses
SWRK6640 builds on previous content such as human behavior and social work theory (SWRK6310).It provides a foundation for diagnosing psychopathology and understanding the impact of labeling and specific treatment modalities.
Course Format

This class will combine readings, lecture, discussion and self-reflection to create opportunities for learning. Written and video taped case examples of major disorders will be provided for discussion. Students are encouraged to ask questions, raise issues, and provide examples from personal or professional experience and readings for discussion.

Attendance and participation in class is expected and thought to be necessary for optimal understanding of the material. Students are expected to attend all class periods, except in the case of an emergency. If you miss more than one class period, this could have a detrimental effect on your grade.  There is a 2 point deduction for each missed class period
Required Texts

Mash, E. & Wolfe, D. (2007) Abnormal Child Psychology, 3rd edition, Wadsworth, USA  
McClure, F. & Teyber, E. (2003). Casebook in Child and Adolescent Treatment: Cultural and          Familial Contexts, 2nd Edition, Wadsworth, USA

www.mentalhealth.com
This is a free internet site which provides overviews for all DSM IV-TR Diagnostic Categories as well as links to many resources for each category.  There is no need to purchase a DSM IV-TR if students have an internet connection.
www.mentalhelp.net
This is another useful site for geared towards the consumer.  It is replete with local and national resources for consumers and many free of charge.  It also is useful in helping consumers to better understand their conditions.  It also has many positive testimonials from those suffering with disorders which can serve as encouragement to consumers.

Compact Disc Created by Instructor and Distributed to Class.  
The documents on the CD are all public domain and subject to change each time the course is offered or as updates become available.  It also trains students to use the internet as an ally for up-to-date resources.

Selected readings may be assigned in class. 
http://proquest.umi.com.libproxy.library.wmich.edu/pqdweb?did=504368361&sid=11&Fmt=6&clientId=32427&RQT=309&VName=PQD Race and Family Influence on ADHD

Recommended Texts

American Psychiatric Association (2000). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (fourth edition, text revision). Washington D.C.: Author.

Barlow, D. H. (1994). Clinical handbook of psychological disorders (2nd edition). New York: Guilford Press.

Bentley, K. J. & Walsh, J. (2006). The social worker & psychotropic medication: Toward effective collaboration with mental health clients, families, and providers.  Pacific Grove: Brooks/Cole Publishing Company.

Millon, T. & Davis, R. D. (1995). Disorders of personality: DSM-IV and beyond. New York: John Wiley & Sons, me.

Schaefer, C. E. & Millman, H. L. (1994). How to help children with common problems.  New Jersey: Jason Aronson, me.

Smith Benjamin, L. (1996). Interpersonal diagnosis and treatment of personality disorders (2nd edition). New York: Guilford Press.

Spitzer, R. L., Gibbon, M., Skodol, A.E, Williams, J. B. W., & First, M. B. (2002).  DSM- IV-TR casebook: A learning companion to the diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (fourth edition, text revision). Washington D.C.: American Psychiatric Press.

Assignments and Grades

Paper 1 Assessment and Diagnosis = 15 points (See syllabus for instructions)
Paper 2 Treatment strategies = 15 points (See Syllabus for instructions)
Research Portfolio = 30 points

During this semester, you are asked to compile a portfolio on a DSM-IV-TR diagnostic category or subcategory. The portfolio will have two due dates throughout the semester. Feedback will be provided at the first submission, and a grade will be assigned at the final submission. As part of your portfolio, you will write two short research papers on the major DSM-IV-TR category or subcategory of mental disorder you choose that will include characteristics, DSM-IV-TR criteria, etiology, effective treatment approaches, and implications of its application to diverse populations in terms of age, gender, race, socioeconomic status and sexual orientation. The purpose of this portfolio is to provide with you in-depth exposure to a DSM-IV-TR diagnostic category or subcategory through research, reading, reflection, discussion/interview, and written research papers. (see syllabus for instructions).
You will have 4 case studies due during this term.  Each case study will be worth 10 points.   The case studies will be distributed in class along with instructions for completion of the case studies. (40 points)

Midterm 20 points

Final       20 points

Total Points Possible 140

Student Responsibilities

1.     
Participation: Attendance, punctuality, and participation are expected and required. Participation in class includes being prepared to discuss key concepts from the readings during each class session and apply such concepts to practice situations. Attendance is required and expected. Please inform the instructor if you are unable to attend a class session so that alternate arrangements can be made.   Each unexcused absence will result in a 2 point deduction form the final course grade.

2.     
Preparation: Students are expected to read and reflect upon the assigned material from the text and any additional material handed out in class prior to every class period. You will be expected to demonstrate your understanding of the material through incorporation in class discussions. The material that we will cover is complex. You are encouraged to bring questions to class stemming from the reading, your research, or your work experience. Some class sessions will focus primarily on the assigned reading material and others will not. Students are responsible for assigned reading whether covered in class or not. 

3.     
Professional Writing: All papers must be typed using a 12-pt. font and double-spaced. Any page numbers specified are minimum requirements (at full page) and maximum should not exceed one additional page. Margins should be one inch on all sides. Reference citations should be consistent with the APA (American Psychological Association) style format, 5th edition. Students should always make a second hard copy of papers submitted to retain for their records.

4.     
Assignments must be completed by the specified due dates. Late papers will result in a reduction of the assigned grade at the rate of one full letter grade per day.

5.     
Academic Honesty: You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Graduate Catalog (pp. 24-26) that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you can be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.

6.     
Accommodation for Disabilities: Any student with a documented disability, e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc., who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at (269) 387-2116 and/ or at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester. A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor.

Evaluation

During this course, you will be evaluated on four case studies, 2 papers, a midterm and final exam, and a research portfolio.  The success of this course is reliant upon your active participation and therefore it is expected that students will attend every class period and participate in class discussions and exercises. You will additionally receive several cases that will be used for class discussion. Some cases may be assigned as homework and you will be expected to read the case outside of class and determine the most appropriate multiaxial diagnosis utilizing the DSM-IV-TR, prior to coming to class.

Grading

94-100= A                 
74-78=C

89 - 93 = BA             
69 - 73 = DC

84 - 88 == B              
64 - 68 = D

79 - 83 = CB             
63 and below – E

Course Outline (subject to change)

· Readings must be completed by the date specified

· Cases may be assigned by the instructor as homework

Class 1       Course objectives and overview

The competency-based assessment model for social work practice & Ecological Perspective  Biopsychosocial Assessment
Readings: Chapters 1 & 2 Mash

McClure Chapter 1
Class 2      Introduction to the multi-axial system: Implications including psychopathological

      labeling
Readings:    Chapter 4 Mash


CD Documents #1  Overview of Child Development Theories
Class 3      Attention Deficit Disorder
Readings:    Chapter 5 Mash

McClure chapter 6
CD Documents #2 & 3
Class 4     Conduct Disorder
Readings:    Chapter 6 Mash

McClure Chapter 9
Case Study # 1 Due

CD Documents 4 
Class 5    Anxiety Disorder
Readings:    Chapter 7 Mash

McClure Chapter 7
CD Documents 5&6

Due: Portfolio, first submission

Class 6    Mood Disorders

Readings:    Chapter 8 Mash

McClure Chapter 7
Due: Paper One

CD Documents 7
Class 7    Mental Retardation
Readings:    Chapter 9 Mash
Case Study # 2 Due

CD Document 8

Class 8      Autism & Childhood Onset Schizophrenia


     
 Readings:    Chapter 10 Mash
      
CD Documents 9&10


Mid Term  In Class
Class 9     Autism & Childhood Onset Schizophrenia
Readings:    Chapter  10 Mash
Case Study # 3 Due

CD Documents

Class 10    Learning Disabilities
Readings:  Chapter 12 Mash

Video
CD Documents 11
Class  11   Eating Disorders
Readings:    Chapter 13 Mash
DUE:  Paper Two

McClure Chapter 3
CD Document 12

Class 12   Substance Abuse Disorders

Readings:   Chapter  12
CD Documents 12 &14
Class  13   Substance Abuse Disorders 



Readings:   Chapter 12
CD Documents 13 &14


Case Study # 4 Due

Class 14   Child Abuse and Neglect
Readings:    Chapter 14
CD Documents 15
Due: Portfolio, final submission, graded

Final Exam Handed Out

Class 15   Mental Health Services:  Legal and Ethical Issues

Readings:  Handout CD Documents 16
Final Exam Due
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Fall  2008
Diagnostic Category Portfolio

During this semester, you are asked to compile a portfolio on a DSM-IV diagnostic category

or subcategory. The portfolio will have two due dates throughout the semester. Feedback

will be provided at the first submission, and a grade will be assigned at the final submission.

You will also write two short papers based on the material you collect in your portfolio. For

each paper, you must reference at least five professional journal articles (excluding internet

sites).

Please select a major category or subcategory of mental disorder on which to prepare your

portfolio. It may be tempting to select categories with which you have some familiarity or

previous work experience. Instead, you are asked to select a topic with which you have little

or no experience in order to maximize your learning (e.g., you might select a diagnostic

category related to your current field placement or your intended client population for your

next field placement).

Objective

The purpose of this portfolio is to provide you in-depth exposure to a DSM-IV diagnostic

category or subcategory through research, reading, reflection, discussion/interview, and

written research papers. The completed portfolio may serve as an example of your scholarly

work as you apply for jobs following graduation. The portfolio demonstrates your

accomplishment of course objectives 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.

Format

The portfolio should include the following information, organized as you choose:

1. 
Abstract

2. 
Table of contents

3. 
Reference list of sources included in the portfolio (to be distributed to your class

colleagues at end of semester)

4. 
Critique of 2 internet sites (not articles) that provide information on this category

5. 
Critique of 2 consumer-oriented publications / pamphlets / brochures that discuss this disorder

6. 
Two papers (5 pages each) outlining

· etiology and assessment (characteristics, developmental aspects, psychosocial/family system aspects)

· treatment approaches
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Diagnostic Category Portfolio

Paper #1 (15 points)

· etiology

· characteristics

· psychosocial considerations (e.g., family, work, school, including impact of race/ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation)

· grammar, spelling, punctuation, clarity, conciseness, APA style 

Paper #2 (15 points)

· theories of treatment

· treatment approaches (individual, family, couple, group)

· family system implications

· implications for race/ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation

· grammar, spelling, punctuation, clarity, conciseness, APA style

Portfolio (30 points)

· critique of internet sources

· critique of consumer literature

· summary of interview

· Abstract, Table of Contents, Reference List

· organization and presentation of portfolio (creativity, professionalism)

· grammar, spelling, punctuation, clarity, conciseness, APA style

Case Studies (40 points, 4 @ 10 points each)

Portfolio assignment originally developed by Ineke Way, PhD, School of Social Work, Western Michigan University
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