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Survey of Elementary Science Specialist [ESS] models
Purpose: To describe models of elementary programs utilizing science specialists

Current models of ESS programs vary in structure, purpose, and impact. This survey is intended to gain basic information of elementary science programs, especially those that utilize science specialists. Discussions held during the working conference “Exploring the Impact of Elementary Science Specialists” September, 2007, in Boston, MA (organized by the EDC Center for Science Education), served as the basis for this initial query. These results will be used to guide a more in-depth survey of selected programs involving science specialists. 
We ask that you send your response by June 10, 2008. If you’ve questions or concerns about the purpose of the survey, please contact Renee’ Schwartz (r.schwartz@wmich.edu) or Julie Gess-Newsome (Julie.gess-newsome@nau.edu). Your provision of the requested information is strictly voluntary. Thank you for your time and input.
Your Name: ________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________

Your Position: _____________________________________________________

Email contact: _____________________  Phone contact: ___________________

Are you willing to be interviewed on this topic? ______

Can you recommend other people (teachers, administrators, specialists) who may be willing to provide additional information regarding elementary science within your district/school (name/contact info) and a brief statement about their expertise in this area?
Name___________________________   Contact info (email/phone) ________________

Expertise: _______________________________________________________________

Name___________________________   Contact info (email/phone) ________________

Expertise: _______________________________________________________________

Name___________________________   Contact info (email/phone) ________________

Expertise: _______________________________________________________________

Does your school have a Report Card online? _______________
If so, what is the website for access? _____________________
Of the six models listed below, please check the one that most closely matches your district/school? If none of these applies, check “Other” and briefly describe. If more than one model applies, please check the applicable descriptions and provide a brief explanation. 
· ​Classroom generalist model (Traditional model): The classroom teacher has a self-contained class and is responsible for all the science instruction.

· Classroom science specialist model: One of the classroom teachers in the school takes the lead with curriculum selection, obtaining supplies, and planning science instruction. All classroom teachers are responsible for delivery of science instruction within their self-contained classrooms.

· Departmentalized model (within grade levels): Science instruction is delivered by one of the classroom teachers who has specific interest and expertise in science. The teachers (or students) rotate for certain classes, such as science, mathematics, or social studies. The “science teacher” is also responsible for the other academic subjects within the otherwise self-contained classroom.

· Resource/Coaching model: The science specialist provides leadership and resources for science instruction, but is not responsible for delivery. The specialist aids in curriculum development, professional development, and leadership for the science program. Instruction takes place in the regular classroom by the classroom teacher.

· Science support team model: The science specialist works with the classroom teacher to assist with planning and delivering science instruction within the regular classroom. Instruction is the shared responsibility of the specialist and classroom teachers. 

· Science specialist (pull-out model): The science specialist is responsible for planning and delivery of all science instruction, which typically takes place in a science laboratory or dedicated classroom.

· Other (briefly explain)
Is this a district-wide model (all elementary schools in the district follow the same model) or a school-based model? 

If there is variation within your district with respect to elementary science instruction, please explain how they vary. 
About how many hours per week are typically dedicated to science instruction in your district/school? 

Please send your response by June 10, either by snail mail or email to: 

Dr. Renee’ Schwartz

Mallinson Institute for Science Education

Western Michigan Univeristy

3139 Wood Hall

Kalamazoo, MI  49008
r.schwartz@wmich.edu

